
Hancock County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational programs 

by partnering with staff. From needs assess-

ment through program implementation and 

evaluation of outcomes, the council represents 

the issues and people of the county. 

We have identified local issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming in 

the areas of K-12 youth outreach, economic 

development, food and the environment, and 

health and well being.  

HANCOCK COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Hancock County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and 
families to be healthy. We want to turn the world 
over to the next generation better than we found it. 

County Extension Staff 

Hancock County Shows Growth in Youth Outreach 

Hancock County Extension reached 501 youth in 39 workshops 

offered from January-August, 2017. Staff-planned workshops are 

used to introduce youth to a new project area or a possible  

career path. We build partnerships with local businesses and 

organizations to use and share their expertise. Some workshops 

provide the opportunity to learn a new technique in a  

project area and complete a static exhibit project that could be 

exhibited at the fair. Many workshops provide opportunities for 

youth to enhance their knowledge in the areas of science,  

technology, engineering, arts, and math. 
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Hancock County Exten-

sion hosted the Iowa 

Retail Initiative (IRI), 

bringing together Iowa 

State University Exten-

sion and Outreach pro-

fessionals, researchers, 

faculty, students, and community partners to address 

retail-related issues pertinent to Iowa’s businesses 

and communities. The IRI assesses business and 

community needs and provides targeted assistance 

to enhance retailer performance in technology, mar-

keting, customer development, and more. The group 

of Iowa State University students worked with five 

businesses in Garner, including Farm Chick Quilts, 

Garner Chamber of Commerce, North Iowa Design, 

North Iowa Kitchens, and Synergy Salon. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the 

basis of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information,  

marital status, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orienta-

tion, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited 

bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies 

may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 

515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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Hancock County 
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Garner, IA 50438 
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www.extension.iastate.edu/hancock 

Health and Well Being 

Raising School Ready Readers is a five-series  

program on early childhood literacy. Stations featur-

ing hands-on learning activities are set up for fami-

lies to rotate through. Participants and their caregiv-

ers create, design, and learn many basic skills about  

pre-reading. Research shows that good literacy skills 

have a long-term impact on a child’s development. 

Parents have the opportunity to invest in their child’s 

future by investing in literacy now. Iowa State Univer-

sity Extension and Outreach in Hancock County  

offered this fun-filled program for parents/caregivers 

and children in pre-school through kindergarten. 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach crop and farm 

management specialists presented at the Storm/Hail Meeting in 

July, sharing crop and financial information to farmers with hail-

damaged fields. The meeting concluded with a field scouting 

tour at area fields assessing storm damage.  

Youth Summer Explorations Photos Community and Economic Development 


