
Guthrie County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 K12 Youth Outreach  

Economic Development 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) - With financial 
assistance from the Iowa Department of Human Services and the 
Internal Revenue Service, Guthrie County Extension & Outreach 
operated as a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) site during 
the tax season. Local Guthrie County Extension Office staff 
completed IRS Standards of Conduct training and provided a 
valuable service through scheduling appointments and hosting the 
site.  
Local residents, Larry and Phyllis Davis, IRS trained & certified 
volunteers, were trained and certified to prepare and quality-review 
taxes through the IRS Link and Learn Program.  VITA served 
families & individuals with incomes of under $57,000. 129 income 
tax returns were prepared. The total federal EITC Earned Income 
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Tax Credit (EITC) claimed was $93,649. These 
credits were reflected in a total federal refund 
amount of $258,112. State refunds totaled 
$42,434, including $14,047 of Iowa EITC. 
Through this public value program, the refunds 
local taxpayers receive are often spent locally 
and enhance the economic vitality of the county.  
 

Health and Well-Being 

STEM Summer Lunch Program—200 youth had 

summer food and Science, Technolgy, 

Engineering, Math (STEM) fun in June. The 

children enjoyed learning about a wide variety of 

topics: nature, agriculture and local heroes.   

Partners on this program included Guthrie Center 

Elementary Staff, New Opportunities,  Panora 

EMS, Guthrie County Farm Bureau, Guthrie 

County Sheriffs Department, Guthrie Center Fire 

Department, Springbrook Conservation and John 

Deere.   

Food and Environment 

Pasture Clinic— In July 50 people attended the 

Southwest Iowa Pasture Clinic at the Brad Z 

Ranch, Guthrie Center.  Area cattle producers in 

southwest Iowa were invited to a new type of field 

day in five locations. Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach beef specialist Chris 

Clark led the evening clinic which addressed a 

wide variety of pasture management topics for 

producers who want to optimize livestock and 

forage production practices and weed 

management strategies.  

“Each pasture clinic covered information about 

beef cattle, forage and watering systems, and  

highlighted features and challenges specific to the site,” Clark 

said.  Other ISU Extension and Outreach Specialists covered 

topics related to beef cattle, agronomy and engineering. 

Women Managing Crops—This program brought together 

women in the agricultural industry to learn more about Iowa crop 

production.  The goal of the program is to allow for better 

decision making and to provide better communication with their 

spouse, farming partner, ag retailer and tenant.  Mike Witt, ISU 

Extension & Outreach Field Agronomist facilitated the bi-weekly 

program.  Topics included crop growth and development, 

pasture management, pest management principles, counting 

techniques, cover crop, water quality and more.    

K-12 Youth Outreach 

STEM Fest—Fourteen local businesses and partners had booths 

at STEM Fest with small & simple STEM related activities for the 

youth to participate in (ie: a teacher allowed the kids to practice 

working with tools and magnet, an extension professional helped 

the kids build structures out of marshmallows & toothpicks.) The 

March event was a success. 

ADVISE Senior Group—Abilities, Determination, Values, 

Integrity, Supportive, Experience (ADVISE) is a group for Senior 

4-H members.  The current group of 15 took leadership for 

hosting and delivery of the Guthrie County 4-H Awards Day.  Up 

next is a fundraising effort to help make fairground 

improvements.  Members use the Ricochet Leadership 

curriculum covering experiential learning of leadership 

development: information, attitudes, communication, decision-

making, and stress management skills. 
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 
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