
Franklin County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

The Franklin County Extension Council has 

identified the following issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 K-12 Youth Outreach  

Rising Star Interns Impact Franklin County  

During the summer of 2017, Franklin County welcomed three Iowa 

State University Rising Star interns. Working on projects in all five 

counties in Region 3 (includes Worth, Cerro Gordo, Floyd and 

Mitchell counties), the interns’ primary focus in Franklin County 

was on economic development projects in Ackley and Latimer.   

In Ackley, economic development and the attraction of new 

businesses is a main focus.  The interns worked with the economic 

development director to create a revitalization strategic plan. In 

Latimer, the interns worked with the economic development board 

to create plans for developing an empty lot on Main Street. They 

also put together a plan for much needed senior housing.  For 

more information on the Rising Star program, visit https://

www.extension.iastate.edu/video/rising-star-interns-share-their-

stories. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Franklin County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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Franklin County Adds Tech Clubs 

2017 brought the addition of Senior Technology 

Clubs in Hampton and Sheffield. These groups 

meet monthly, providing an opportunity for 

seniors to come together to learn about 

technology and gain confidence in their skills. 

Each meeting features 2-3 new tips and has a 

Q&A time to provide specific help with things they 

are struggling with. More time can be spent on a 

topic at the request of the group. Photo storage, 

holiday apps, basic device tips and apps to help 

with everyday tasks are a few of the topics that 

have been covered this past year. More 

competent participants serve as mentors for 

those who are just starting out. Many participants 

have shared their new knowledge and skills with 

friends and neighbors. 

Healthy Living at La Luz Hispana 

Several Latino women and children enjoyed 

learning about healthy afterschool snacks at La 

Luz Hispana in July. Families Program Assistant 

Barb Ristau shared with the participants several 

options for making healthy snacks, including 

ways to substitute old favorites with healthier 

options. The group prepared snacks and then 

enjoyed time together around the table. Barb 

presented additional healthy eating classes at La 

Luz this past year, including a “Healthy 

Substitutions for the Holidays” class that included 

favorite Spend Smart, Eat Smart Recipes. 

4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl Champs 

The Franklin County 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl team members, 

comprised of Jaiden Shahan, Lane Abbas and Isaac Vosburg, 

answered their way through six rounds of questions to win top 

honors against 12 other teams from across the United States at 

the 2017 AKSARBEN 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl Contest in Grand 

Island, Nebraska. Shahan was named the high individual in the 

contest for correctly answering more questions than any other 

contestant.  

The livestock quiz bowl tests the participants’ knowledge about 

beef, goat, sheep and swine and covers all of the science areas 

from genetics to nutrition. “I started quiz bowl in sixth grade 

because my friends needed a fourth team member. Since then, I 

have had a great time learning about animals and learning 

valuable team work skills along the way,” said Shahan. “I now 

have a great foundation for agricultural areas, studying skills and 

being able to solve problems with a team. I am very proud of my 

accomplishments, and it has encouraged me to take advantage 

of many other opportunities.”  

Franklin County also had a second team competing, which 

consisted of members Mikayla Fjeld, Jenna Shahan, Justine 

Jordahl, and Paula Jorgensen. 
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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