
Dubuque County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 
council that guides local educational 
programming by partnering with staff. From 
needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 
the council represents the issues and people 
of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 
priority topics for current and future 
programming: 

 Economic Development  

Home Program Partnership with City of 
Dubuque 

 Food and the Environment  

September Local Foods Month 

 Health and Well-being  

Master Gardeners Donate Produce to Area 
Food Pantries 

 K12 Youth Outreach  

4-H STEM Trip to Wyoming 

Economic Development 

Through a partnership with City 
of Dubuque Housing 
Department, Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach, Dubuque County, 
provided educational 
experiences on spending plans, goals, income and expenses. Also 
credit information was shared about credit score and how to build 
their credit history. The HOME Program – Home Ownership Made 
Easy offered by City of Dubuque Housing Department 
provides four sessions. Sixty-five people participated in the five 
offerings of the program during the year, averaging 13 each 
session.  

An exit survey conducted by the Housing Department at one 
session, where seventeen participated: six learned a lot about 
credit.  One participant shared, “Credit is important!”  Another 
person wanted to learn more about their credit score.  Two were 
using the information provided in the session to buy a home.  One 
person was signing up for Opt Out program to get off credit card 
lists. One person found the information beneficial even when they 
considered themselves as a good manager of their credit. One 
person plans to work harder on repairing credit. Another person 
shared understanding debt helped them to work towards having 
their debt in a more manageable place.  

DUBUQUE COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Dubuque County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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Health and Well-Being 

Dubuque County Master Gardeners and The 
Dubuque Community Garden Coalition partnered 
together to apply for the Master Gardener Food 
Security Mini-Grant. They received a $5,000 mini-
grant to assist in their efforts to grow fresh 
produce for St. Stephen’s Food Bank and area 
food pantries.  

This grant provided funds to purchase irrigation 
equipment, seeds, potting soil, containers for 
container gardening education, and various other 
items. With this contribution and the time 
contribution from volunteers, Master Gardeners, 
and community garden leaders we had three 
community gardens that were able to grow over 
3,276 pounds of produce to donate to the area 
food pantries and increase the availability of 
healthy foods to low-income families.  

The funds were also used to provide tomato 
plants, containers and other plants to low-income 
families and provide education so that these 
families can grow their own food at home. Hy-
Vee was a generous partner that contributed to 
the success of this project as well.  

 

Food and Environment 

Dubuque County Extension and Outreach 
partnered with several area organizations to put 
on a month-long celebration of local food in 
September.  Events included a harvest festival at 
the Sinsinawa Mound Collaborative Farm, an 
urban farm tour of the Dubuque Rescue Mission 
Garden, and a rural agriculture tour of an organic 
livestock farm at O’Connell Organic Acres in 
Durango.   

The annual farm to table dinner was also a 
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highlight event during local foods month.  This event featured 
local meat and produce from several area farms and was 
prepared by Dubuque County chefs.  The month wrapped up 
with a farm to institution workshop, funded by a Sustainability 
and Innovation Grant, that was offered to help facilitate 
connections between farmers and institutional food buyers in the 
area.  Many enjoyed the months’ worth of activities which gave 
people a chance to get out and experience Dubuque County 
food in a variety of ways.  

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Ten high school 4-H youth along with 2 adult chaperones took 
the ‘trip of a lifetime’ this summer to the wonderful state of 
Wyoming. Katie Peterson, Youth Program Specialist, and Jared 
McGovern, Education Programs Manager at the National 
Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium, worked in partnership 
with the Department of Geology at Iowa State University to plan 
a 7 day trip to the Carl F. Vondra Geology Field Station near the 
Big Horn Mountains in Shell, Wyoming. The 7 day adventure 
included exploring the prairies of Iowa, the Badlands of South 
Dakota, and the Bighorn Mountains.  

Youth were able to connect their learning from 4-H meetings to 
various aspects of the trip including water testing, erosion, cave 
formation and much more. Trip attendees agreed that this 
experience was life changing and it helped them discover new 
fields of study for further education. “I have learned so many real 
life skills and how to deal with any kind of road bump that may 
be thrown at me whether it be a deer in the road or storms in the 
middle of a camping trip. I am so glad that I got to be a part of 
this life changing experience,” pulled from a journal entry by Elle 
McDonnell.  


