
Des Moines County Extension Council

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues 
as priority topics for current and future 
programming:

 Health and Well-being

 Food and the Environment

 Economic Development

 K12 Youth Outreach

Health and Well-Being 

Buy. Eat. Live Healthy educators work with pregnant teens and 

families with young children. Participants learn how to budget their 

food dollars, save time and money by planning meals. The program 

reached 242 household members. 

 44% had a positive exercise change

 93% improved their nutrition practices

 65% improved their food safety practices 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers 

22 caregivers learned about more resources, and how to make 
tough decisions.

DES MOINES COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Des Moines County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Barbara Kerr 

Extension Council Chair 

Janet Smith 

Regional Director 

Danny Beckman 

Council Member 

John Dockendorff 

Council Member 

Judy Licko 

Council Member 

Dean Van Ness 

Council Member 

Aaron Cling 

Council Member 

Jennifer Lane 

Council Member 

Patti Jo Patton 

Council Member 

Brenda Wischmeier 

Council Member 



Food and Environment 

Growing the Local Food Movement - Through 

our Local Foods Promotion Program (LFPP) 

federal grant, 36 farmers learned about business 

planning, marketing and food safety. 

The LFPP grant supported a team of three Rising 

Stars interns from Iowa State University who 

provided local food education across the region 

at farmers market, health fairs, events for youth 

as well as creating marketing materials to 

promote farms, farmers markets, seasonal 

produce and healthy eating. 

Master Gardeners beautify communities 

Master Gardeners logged 1,513 volunteer hours 

to help beautify the community. They tended 

herb gardens at Crapo Park, flower gardens at 

area churches and Hospice House.  They 

assisted Homestead 1839 and the South Hill 

Community Garden giving vegetables to local 

residents in need. 75 people attended the annual 

fall gardening seminar. 

Applicator Recertification Trainings 

 90 private pesticide applicators

 110 commercial pesticide applicators

 11 manure applicators

They learned the most effective practices to 

protect our environment and community. 

Economic Development 

Over 50 individuals attended a community workshop on “How to 
Attract and Retain Travelers.” The target audience for the program 

was front-line employees like gas station attendants, food servers, 

retailers, and hotel staff. 

Food Safety Certification Courses-ServeSafe ® More than 130 

food service workers attended one of nine classes held in 
Burlington. About 80% achieved national certification by passing the 

exam and learning the safest practices in handling food. 

K-12 Youth Outreach

4-H and Youth Development Program

The focus is on positive youth development to the youth with 

research-based experiences to carry with them throughout their 

lifetime. 

 501 Youth were reached.

 75 Leaders helped to “Make the Best Better” 
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County Extension Staff 

Des Moines County offered a Summer STEM Academy for youth 

K-5th grade. Youth completed hands-on-activities including

Gardening: Growing and Knowing Food and then applied that 
knowledge to various recipes in Kids in the Kitchen.  The

Summer STEM Academy allowed youth to expand their knowledge 

by working with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

Rising Stars and volunteers who have a passion for working with 

and educating the youth of our area. See pictures below.

ISU Extension and Outreach  

Des Moines County 

1700 W. Mt. Pleasant St. 

West Burlington, IA  52655 

319-671-7165

www.extension.iastate.edu/desmoines

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 




