
Delaware County Extension 

Council 

Each county in Iowa has an elected 

extension council that guides local 

educational programming by partnering with 

staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of 

outcomes, the council represents the issues 

and people of the county. 

We have identified these as priority topics for 

current and future programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 K12 Youth Outreach  

Economic Development 

On May 30, Delaware County Public Health and ISU 

Extension and Outreach Delaware County partnered to offer 

a Radon Awareness Event in Delaware County.  Public 

Health reported an increase in the local health concerns 

associated with radon, so to address the local need for 

education and resources, the event was held free to the 

public.  Topics covered included the basics on radon, how to 

test your home, and mitigation options.   
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DELAWARE COUNTY  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University 

research and resources. We are working with the people of Delaware County for what we all want: a 



ISU Extension and Outreach 

Delaware County partnered 

with Delaware County 

Economic Development and 

Limestone Bluffs RC&D to 

host the Delaware County 

Solar Energy Fair in 

Manchester on April 8th.  The 

fair showcased the benefits of alternative energy sources 

and demonstrated solar energy technology.  With a vendor 

expo, featured speakers, and a solar energy crawl to local 

sites utilizing solar energy, the event was a one stop shop 

for people interested in solar PV for electricity production.   

As a part of the SunRun99 tour, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Delaware and Dubuque Counties partnered to 

host the world’s first Solar Utility Vehicle in Dyersville on 

June 21st.  The event featured the Penumbra, the first 

solar-assisted electric vehicle, as well as hands-on 

activities for the whole family.   

Health and Well-Being 

In January and in September 

the Strengthening Families 

Program: For Parents and 

Youth 10-14 was held in 

Delaware County.  The 

Strengthening Families 

Program is an evidence-

based parent, youth, and 

family skills-building curriculum offered through a seven 

week course.   In total, 13 families attended the program 

locally.     

Area business leaders attending the OUCH Diversity 

program on April 19 in Manchester, put on by ISU 

Extension and Outreach Delaware County and Manchester 

Good to Great, featuring Kristi Cooper, Family Life 

Specialist. The program focused on beginning 

conversations about issues of diversity and bias, 

understanding the impacts of stereotypes, and enhancing 

skills for speaking up against stereotypes without blame or 

guilt.   

ServSafe was offered in the county in March and in 

November.  Twenty-five area restaurants, healthcare 

providers, and business employees attending the local 

trainings.  These are offered annually in the county.  

ISU Extension and Outreach 

Celebrates 100 Years of Extension 

Services in 2018!  

On January 7, 1918, the Delaware County Farm 

Bureau came into existence, during that year the 

name County Farm Bureau was adopted throughout 

the state and was known as the organization of the 

Extension Services.   

Throughout 2018, ISU Extension and Outreach 

Delaware County will be celebrating the past 100 

years of service.  The countdown to our anniversary 

began back in August and September with planning 

among the staff and the Extension Council.  At the 

end of September we started counting down the days 

to our official anniversary on January 7, 2018 with 

historic photos and milestones from the past 100 

years featured daily on our Facebook page.   

It has been a fun and interesting project to research 

and share our history with area residents.  Annual 

reports, 4-H historian books, and local historical 

society have provided with a detailed timeline of 

Extension Services and the impact in our local 

communities.   

Events planned to celebrate our anniversary in 2018 

include, local newspaper and media features, a 

rotating special collections display at the local libraries 

and museums,  a Master Gardener community 

garden scavenger hunt,  4-H Alumni Appreciation day 

at the fair,  a county 4-H timeline history display from 

the Delaware County 4-H Foundation, and more.   It is 

sure to be a year of appreciation and celebration of 

the accomplishments from the past 100 years of 

service.   

 ISU Extension and Outreach will continue to expand 

our programming and resources to meet the needs of 

Delaware County citizens with Iowa State University 

research and resources. We are working with the 

people of Delaware County for what we all want: a 

strong Iowa.   

(From left to right): Bob Hall, County Exten-
sion Director, Mari-
lyn Olson, County 
Extension Home 
Economist, and 
Phil Gordon, Coun-
ty Extension Agent 
shown outside of 
the old Extension 
Office, downtown in 
the Delaware 
County Farm Bu-



Meal Planning Magic was offered for area 

childcare providers in October by Cindy 

Baumgartner, Nutrition and Wellness 

Specialist.   A number of local childcare 

providers attended learned more about 

planning and serving nutritious, convenient 

meals.    

Food and Environment 

The Delaware County Master Gardeners 

hosted Mondays in March, a weekly 

educational gardening series for area 

Delaware County residents, held each 

Monday evening in March.   

The popular program featured topics on 

raised bed gardening, community supported 

agriculture, historical plants, and backyard 

habitats for birds, bees, and butterflies.  

In July, a Source Water Protection Steering 

Committee was formed in the county.  ISU 

Extension and Outreach Delaware County 

partnered with the Iowa DNR, Delaware 

County Supervisors, NRCS, City of 

Manchester, Delaware County Public Health, 

and other community partners to gather area 

leaders and ag producers to serve as an 

advisory committee to address water quality 

and source water concerns in the 

area.  The group meets about 

once a month to discuss issues 

and the need for education and 

programming.  

In May, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Delaware County 

partnered with the Iowa DNR and 

Alliant Energy for Operation 

ReLeaf.  The program helps local customers save energy 

in their homes using trees to provide shade during the 

summer and create wind breaks during the winter.  The 

program provided 125 trees to be planted in and around 

Delaware County.   

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Youth programs in Delaware county served about 1 in 

every 3 youth in the county with research based 

educational programming in 2017.   

4-H enrollment climbed to 388 youth members, which is 

the seventh highest in the state of Iowa.  A nearly 9% 

increase from the previous year.   

A new partnership with the West Delaware Lambert 

Elementary to offer Summer School Enrichment 

programming throughout their summer school program.  

Each Friday in July, ISU Extension and Outreach Delaware 

County provided hands-on STEM activities for 50, 

kindergarten through fourth grade students.  The program 

featured catapults, roller coasters, bubbles, and more.  

This partnership has helped to strengthen and expand our 

work with the elementary school and the district.   

Three new afterschool programs were offered in the county 

during 2017.    

Rockets and Rovers After School program was held at St. 

Mary’s in January.  The program featured the engineering 

design process through a variety of rockets based 

challenges.   

The Sky’s the Limit  After School program was held at 

Lambert Elementary during March.  Students explored  the 

world of engineering by designing flying disks, drop 

copters, and testing their flying ability.     

Outdoor Adventures Afterschool Program was held at 

Bailey’s Ford park in April.  The program featured hiking 



and exploring in the park as well as learning 

more about nature  and the world around us.   

For the third year, the Maquoketa Valley High 
School Leadership and Mentoring program 
was held for Senior and Freshman students.   
The program is designed to engage students 
through research based activities to help 
develop their 21st century skills and help 
students transition into high school.  The 
yearlong program continues to see growth 
from freshman students and their senior 
mentors.   

ISU Extension and Outreach Delaware County 

continued to offer a variety of day camps on 

non-school days as well as throughout the 

summer.  2017 day camps included, Island 

Adventures, Cooking up Science, Water 

Rocks, Fun with Bots, Fishing & Archery, 

Rockets Away, and Kids in the Kitchen.   

In July of 2017 the Delaware County 4-H 

Foundation unveiled its 4-H Grant Program for 

county clubs service projects.  The grant 

program was established to assist the clubs 

with local service projects through matching 

funds.  The Bear Creek Levis-N-Lace club 

utilized the 4-H Grant Program for their service 

project this fall repainting benches and 

cleaning up a local ball park.  We look forward 

to these funds helping clubs with their service 

projects.   

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, 

pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. 

veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-

discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear 

Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Delaware County 

1417 N. Franklin St. Box 336 

563-927-4201 

www.extension.iastate.edu/delaware 

County Extension Staff 
Jade Hargrafen 
County Program  Director 
 
Kenzie Griffin 
County Youth  Coordinator 
 
Kathy Boeding 
Office Assistant/Bookkeeper 
 
Cindy Baumgartner 
Nutrition and Wellness Specialist (house in Delaware 
County) 

Shirley Helmrichs, Leader of the Milo Livestock 4-H Club 
was awarded the Sucessful Farming/Loren Kruse Out-
standing Iowa 4-H Leader Award at the 2017 Iowa State 
Fair.  This award is presented annually to one 4-H leader in 
the state and honors those who go above and beyond their 
position to transform the lives of the youth they interact with 
through the Iowa 4-H program. Shirley was a nine year 4-H 
member in Delaware County.  She has been a leader and 
mentor in the county for over 36 years.  Along with being a 
leader of the Milo Livestock Club, she has also served as 
the Poultry Project Superintendent, Swine Project Assistant 
Superintendent, 4-H Foodstand Committee, and 4-H Youth 
Committee Member, along with many other volunteer and 
community service activities.  


