
Decatur County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 ServSafe Program and  Child Care  

Provider Training 

 Stay Independent: A Healthy Aging 

Series  

 Fescue Management for Beef Producers 

 Summer Youth Day Camp Program 

Economic Development 

ServSafe™ is a certification program for food service 

managers developed by the National Restaurant Association. Nine 

participated in the 8-hour training in Decatur County. All passed the 

test administered at the end of the training session to receive their 

certification. Statewide, 2510 attended.  

Child Care Provider Training- Many children spend up to 50 

hours a week or more in child care settings. To improve the quality 

of care, 15 Childcare providers in Lamoni participated in the 

training “I Only Want a Peanut Butter Sandwich” completing 2 

hours toward their licensure renewal and recertification needs.  

DECATUR COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Decatur County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
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Health and Well-Being 

Stay Independent: A Healthy Aging Series.  

Eight seniors attended this program, held for one 

hour on four consecutive Thursdays at the Leon 

Community Center. 

They learned about 

the health benefits of 

eating well and 

moving more. Pre 

and post surveys 

indicated the 

sessions reinforced 

and increased participants’ familiarity with the 

benefits of three meals a day, fruits and 

vegetables, protein consumption and exercise as 

well as increasing their likeliness of adopting 

these items into their lifestyles. 

Food and Environment 

Fescue Management for Cow-calf Producers 

Fescue toxicity is a serious problem for  beef 

producers in southern Iowa and northern 

Missouri, including Decatur County where many 

acres of forages are managed by cow herd 

owners as a best productive use of the rolling 

highly erodible land. The toxicity caused by an 

endophyte fungus found in fescue plant parts can 

cause serious health and performance problems 

in cattle. A series of producer meetings were held 

last summer in conjunction with the Veterinary 

Update meeting at the McNay Research Center 

near Chariton. One of these meetings was held in 

Leon with 10 area cattle producers attending. 

Presenters included ISU Extension and Outreach 

and University of Missouri livestock specialists 

and researchers. Updated strategies included 

grazing and clipping management, 

supplementation, pasture renovation to other 

species or a novel endophyte fescue and a new 

genetic DNA test to determine and select for 

fescue tolerance in the cow herd. Beef producers received a 

variety of tools to manage their grazing and maintain and 

improve cowherd performance. 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

2017 Summer Day Camp Program 
 
During the summer of 2017, as in the past several summers, 

Decatur County Extension partnered with Graceland University 

AmeriCorps Youth Launch Program to deliver 15 camps that 

attracted 155 K-6
th 

grade participants (duplicated total-most 

attended several camps). Of these, 56% of the youth have not 

been previously involved in Clover Kids or 4-H clubs. 

Youth participated in activities ranging from crafts, arts, sewing, 

and baking to the outdoors and STEM activities including water, 

general science, dinosaurs, butterflies and even the solar 

eclipse. There were 12 adult volunteers who helped with some of 

the camps and a number of community partners (groups, 

businesses, organizations) giving support. Evaluations with 

participants completed after each camp revealed 99% reported 

having fun at the camps; 74% reported learning new things, and 

94% stated they would come to camps again next year. 

One of the camps even had a community service component as 

the Baking Buddies camp participants made cookies for county 

EMS, city and First Responders personnel. Parental surveys 

revealed that youth talked a lot at home about their camp 

experiences; that they enjoyed learning and doing new things at 

camp, and were looking forward to attending future camps. 
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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