
Davis County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-Being  

 K12 Youth Outreach  

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Over the summer, we hosted a series of summer day camps. This 

year, camps highlighted space, science, and art. Our 4-H family is 

strong and still growing. We have  nearly 200 youth registered and 

participating in the 4-H program. They are learning life-long skills 

and making friends to last a lifetime. One of the newest additions to 

the program is the Shooting Sports Club, The Bullseye Busters. 

The first meeting for archery saw an amazing 24 kids in 

attendance! Cattle weigh-in for the county fair went smoothly 

thanks to a new retinal scanner made possible through a grant 

from the Davis County Foundation.  

DAVIS COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Davis County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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better than we found it. 
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Economic Development 

This year we hosted three different programs to 

assist individuals and businesses in the areas of 

economic development. In April, a trainer came to 

walk our participants through the 5S System to 

help organize the workplace with goals of 

efficiency and higher productivity. In October,  a 

workshop taught by Joyce Lash, a human 

sciences finance specialist with ISU Extension 

and Outreach, was offered to help estimate your 

health care costs and select plans that best meet 

your needs. For our final workshop of the year, 

we hosted “Ouch” training Joy Rouse,  a human 

sciences specialist with ISU Extension and 

Outreach. The participants were taught skills on 

communication in the workplace.   

Health and Well-Being 

We kicked things off in February with a Garden to 

Table class specifically geared towards heart 

healthy meals taught by our local Master 

Gardeners. In March, participants learned about 

the WIN (wellness and independence through 

nutrition) program and were trained how to make 

good use of this information. Several of these 

participants have taken this information and used 

it to spread information in the community about obtaining food 

stamps and using them to make nutritious meals. April brought on 

workshops taught by a local dietitian on how to make nutritious 

toddler meals. In July, the dietitian lead a class on Superfoods 

and how to include those foods in your weekly meal plan. The 

2017 year will end with a workshop on the health benefits of 

beans. The dietician  will teach the group fun ways to utilize them 

in holiday soups.  

Food and Environment 

 In March, an ISU specialist held an Herb Workshop on how to 

grow and use these healthy plants. Each year our local Master 

Gardeners teach a Gardening 101 class within the community. 

This year the group of participants learned about basic gardening, 

vertical gardening, and container gardening. We added three 

additional Master Gardeners to our group this past fall when we 

offered the 3-month training course. We became a pilot of a 

“flipped classroom” option in rural areas where it can be hard to 

get a large number of participants and speakers. The new format 

worked well and we plan to continue to use it. In August, a local 

college professor did a very popular workshop on bats. Our 

participants learned many facts about bats, netted bats, and were 

able to touch them and get a close look at them. In November, 

Neric Smith, associate professor at Indian Hills Community 

College, put on a seed start workshop.  
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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