
Clayton County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Nuts & Bolts of Estate Planning 

 Finances of Caregiving 

 Master Gardeners donate to the Clayton 

County Food Shelf 

 4-H Beef Workshop and Engineering is 

Elementary 

Economic Development 

Clayton County Extension partnered with Clayton County Women 

Land and Legacy to bring Nuts and Bolts of Estate Planning to 

Elkader. 50 people attended the event to learn about how to pass 

things on to the next generation and what can and should be done 

before you are unable to make those decisions. Melissa O’Rourke, 

ISU Extension and Outreach Farm Management Specialist, 

presented the material in a light hearted fashion that the crowd 

really appreciated. Many people don’t like to think about not being 

around and Melissa gave several examples of what happens if you 

do nothing or if you plan for where you would like your material 

items to go and how smooth the process could go. Surveys 

showed that participants were well educated when they left the 

event with their own lists of homework to get them on the road to 

their personal estate plan. Some comments from attendees 

included, “Now I know that I need to assemble a team” and “It was 

exactly what we needed to get started.”  

CLAYTON COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Clayton County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families 
and children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn 
the world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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Health and Well-Being 

Finances for Caregivers was presented by 

Jeannette Mukyasire ISU Extension and Outreach 

Finance Specialist. A program to prepare people 

for the next stage in life when assistance is 

needed and financial planning for a caregiver to 

be able to assist you. Ten participants were given 

a binder of materials to help them take the next 

steps to prepare for the future. Guest speakers 

presented on their services were: Steve 

McCorkindale, a lawyer, the Elkader Care Center, 

St Croix Hospice, and the Clayton County 

Veterans Affairs. 

Food and Environment 

Clayton County Master Gardeners were busy this 
summer using a Growing Together mini grant 
provided thru ISU Extension & Outreach and the 
Snap Ed program. The grant’s goal is to help 
create local avenues to make fresh produce 
available to low income families. Clayton County 
Master Gardeners used these funds to plant a 
garden in St Olaf, all of its produce was donated 
to the Clayton County Food Shelf. The total 
donation this year from the garden was 883.25# of 
tomatoes, potatoes, green beans, onions and 
carrots. The group is excited to announce that 
they are planning to increase the garden size by 
50% for next year to help out Clayton County even 
more. Across the state, fifteen counties funded by 
the Growing Together mini grants donated 63,387 
pounds of produce to food pantries to increase 
food security in Iowa. 

    

 

 

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Over 90 youth and adults 
attended a hands-on 4-H beef 
project workshop on March 18 at 
the Joe & Suzanne Shirbroun 
Farm, Farmersburg.  The 
workshop featured a tour of the 
MonoSlope Building at Jared 
Walz’s farm near Farmersburg.   
Guest speakers included Denise Schwab, ISU Beef Program 
Specialist; Dr. Ryan Royer, Elkader Veterinary Clinic and Dr. Larry 
Moore of the Postville Veterinary Clinic.   Educational sessions 
included Commodity /Feed Mixing, Ingredient Explanation, Shaker 
Pan Demonstration, Feed Bunk Management, Cattle Comfort, a 
Working Chute Demonstration about Cattle handling, Vaccinating 
& Implanting, Realizer Steer- Post mortem exam, Profits –Average 
Daily Gain, Cost/lb Feed, Cost/lbs of Gain and how they affect 
profit and Ration Balancing with the ISU Mobile Computer Lab. 
This event was sponsored by the Clayton County 4-H Foundation, 
Clayton County Circle of Friends and the Clayton County 
Cattlemen.  
 
Clayton County Extension was 
awarded a STEM Scale Up 
Grant which provided funding for 
the curriculum Engineering is 
Elementary (EiE). Nate Weber, 
K-12 Outreach Program 
Coordinator, has used this 
curriculum to reach 50 kids in 
the MFL MarMac Elementary 
and Middle School TAG 
programs this fall. The EiE 
Project helps children in grades 1–8 develop engineering and 
technological literacy through hands on opportunities.  This fun, 
challenging, and highly engaging curricula helps students develop 
essential understandings about engineering and the work that 
engineers do. Prompted with a problem, the children have to use a 
set group of resources, certain criteria, along with different 
constraints, to come up with a solution. The program breaks the 
room into small groups helping to extend and focus the learning  
more on the individual students aptitude and skill level. The 
students follow the engineering design process as they work their 
way through each challenge.  
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 
disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 
race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 
directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 
50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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