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Charitable Contribution 
Tax Exempt Certification


We hereby certify that ________________________________________ (name of donor) has made a charitable contribution to be used to advance the public purpose of the ____________________County Agricultural Extension District. The contribution is in the amount of $______________________ (amount) and provided on _________________ (date).
                                                                    



____________________________          					 	___________________
Signature of extension employee                           				 	Date 
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The letter is provided in accordance with the following provisions:

Governmental units, such as states and their political subdivisions, are tax exempt. 1 As political subdivisions of Iowa, the extension districts are tax exempt and charitable contributions to them are tax deductible as long as the funds are used for a public purpose. 26 U.S.C. § 170(c)(1). 

The Internal Revenue Code does not define “public purpose,” but it is generally understood to mean that the contribution cannot be made to benefit a particular individual or private organization. 

If the donor requests proof that their charitable contributions are tax deductible, individual extension districts can provide a “government information letter” from the IRS. The IRS provides these letters free of charge and describes the entity’s tax-exempt status. 

The use of deductibility of the charitable contribution provided by the donor is at the donor’s discretion.





IRS guidance explaining the exempt status of governmental entities is available at: 
www.irs.gov/government-entities/federal-state-local-governments/governmental-information-letter 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.
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