
Buchanan County Extension 
Council 
Every Iowa county has an elected extension 
council that guides local educational 
programming by partnering with staff. From 
needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 
the council represents the issues and people 
of the county. 

Buchanan County identified these local 
issues as priority topics for current and future 
programming: 

 Youth/Development/STEM/Health

 Economic Development

 Community Vision/Planning/Design

 Natural Resources and Environmental
Stewardship

 Strengthen Families and financial
capabilities

 Nutrition and Health

 Efficient and Effective Government

In 2017, we touched 11,290 people in our
outreach efforts. 

Youth/Development/STEM/Health 
This past year saw 12 active clubs develop their own Clover Kid 
Club. Youth programs conducted in 2017 were for varied groups 
and ages. Here is a list of just a few.  

 Safety Day for all 2nd graders in Buchanan County
 Green Thumb camp had 21 attendees
 KidWind STEM program provided at county libraries
 Jr. Farmers Market
 5th Grade Environmental Day
 Safety Day for all Rural Schools in Buchanan County
 Livestock Clinics
 Engineering is Elementary STEM program at Jesup Library
 Farm Chat
 Vet Camp attended by 50 youth

BUCHANAN COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Buchanan County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
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Learning bio-security at Vet Camp 

John Lawrence, Interim Vice President of 
Extension and Outreach presents council 
members with centennial certificate.
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Economic Development and 
Community Vision/Planning and 
Design 
We manage the largest farmers market in our 
rural area, connecting local food producers and 
buyers, and hosting food production workshops. 

In addition, we operate the Barn Quilts of 
Buchanan County which attracts many visitors 
throughout the year.  

Staff strives to be active in the community, 
serving on boards and committees to assist in the 
growth of the local economy, educate our future 
leaders, and facilitate strong community 
partnerships.  

In 2017, our team reached out to 1,389 citizens
and organizations for community programming 
and 4,987 for local foods outreach.

Natural Resources and Environmental 
Stewardship 
Buchanan County agriculture and horticulture
coordinator, Ashley Sherrets, is a member of two
watershed districts, Ag Team leader, a state
Master Gardener advisory member and a local
program coordinator.  

Working with the community, we regularly provide 
research based education, resources and 
expertise. This past year we offered workshops 
such as: high tunnel, farmland leasing, monthly 
Private Pesticide Continuing Instruction Courses
and annual trainings for Manure Applicator 
Certification, and tree pruning just to name a few.

Buchanan County Master Gardeners are very 
active hosting public webinars and an annual 
(hugely successful) symposium. This year to 
celebrate our centennial, the group hosted a 
garden walk with 11 locations. Projects started 
and maintained by our loyal volunteers are true 
assets to the county. 

Strengthen Families Including 
Financial Capabilities 
Roxanne Fuller, executive director, is a board
member of the Buchanan County Disaster 

Coalition as well as Emergency Management team. During this 
year’s floods the coalition was able to help nine families get back 
to their homes or find a new location.   

Our human sciences specialist in family life, Cindy Thompson, is
a great asset for programming. She led Environmental 
Experiences for Early Childhood and had 22 child care providers 
in attendance. She also trained eight school professionals in
School-Age Environment Rating Scale practices. 

Our team is trained in approved county programming to help 
county citizens stretch their dollar and plan for their future.  

Nutrition and Health 
Our community’s commitment to healthy choices has culminated 
in a jointly supported local foods position. In coordination with the 
Buchanan County Health Center, City of Independence, and 
Independence Community School District we welcomed Local 
Foods Coordinator Sarah Kielly in August 2016. 

Sarah provides healthy choices programming in all the schools 
and works closely with Independence School on classroom 
programming and school gardens. For the city, she manages the 
Independence Farmers Market. She is working to establish the 
market as a 501(c) 3 organization so they may grow as a viable 
local business promoting healthy food choices. 

Efficient and Effective Government 
As a tax funded entity we are proud to say we manage our 
resources efficiently. Our system demands we respect the tax 
payer’s pocket book. We are active in county-wide 
collaborations. By working together we are able to tackle issues 
that, due to staffing and cost, would not be possible otherwise.

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 

ISU Extension and Outreach  

Buchanan County 

2600 Swan Lake Blvd., Ste. A 

Independence, IA 50644 

319-334-7161

Independence Farmers Market  opening day 2017 
Chamber Ambassador Ribbon Cutting. 

Farm Land Leasing meeting was a full house. 




