
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Boone County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 Community and Economic Development 

 Health and Well-being 

 K12 Youth Outreach 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Agriculture is vital to Boone County’s communities and economy. 

In 2017, our programs focused on helping producers increase 

yields as they implement best practices for protecting natural 

resources. Eighty-four producers attended our Private Pesticide 

Applicator Training in January and were updated on the latest 

agronomic research and guidelines. 

In addition to production, crop marketing is an important piece to 

successful farming operations. Participants in our Ogden Ag 

Marketing Club Meetings learned the importance of 

developing marketing plans, storage strategies, and making sound 
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BOONE COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach of Boone County connects the needs of our 

citizens with Iowa State University research and resources. Through education and community 

partnerships, we are working toward what we all want: a strong Iowa.  



decisions based on data. 

Throughout the growing season, we partnered with Story County 

to start a new Agronomy in the Field cohort at the Field 

Extension Education Lab in rural Boone County. Twenty-eight 

women landowners, farmers, conservationists and other women 

interested in learning about agronomy strengthened agronomic 

skills. The goals of this program are to help women make better 

farm decisions, understand inputs for crop production, see and 

understand conservation practices and increase confidence in 

communication with spouse, farming partner, ag retailer or 

tenant.  

In July, 19 landowners, financial advisors and tenants gained a 

better understanding of rental rates and leasing agreements at 

our Farmland Leasing Meeting. 

Through our Master Gardener program, 24 active Master 

Gardeners and interns completed 1282 hours of service to the 

community. Master Gardeners earn their distinction by providing 

current, research-based, home horticulture information and 

education to the citizens of Boone County through programs and 

service projects.   

We also respond to current issues facing farmers with education 

and resources. In December 2016, we hosted a Soil Health 

Meeting for farmers and landowners affected by pipeline 

installation in Boone County. In December 2017, we hosted an 

Ag Coffee Discussion focused on updating farmers with the 

latest information on dicamba herbicide damage. 

Health and Well-Being 

Our health and well-being programs focused on physical health 

and nutrition, social/emotional health and family life, and financial 

health for 2017. 

In the Spring, we hosted a Healthy Relationship and Marriage 

Education Training. This one-day training allowed 

professionals to gain access to a toolkit that includes activities 

and lessons for use with couples (married or not) to encourage 

healthy relationships between co-parents. 

This fall, we partnered with the Ericson Public Library and the 

Ames Public Library to launch Small Talk Boone County. This 

series of free classes aims to help parents build literacy skills in 

very young children. The community-based program shows 

Staff Spotlight: Alex Merk 
Boone County Program Coordinator 
 

ISU Extension and 

Outreach of Boone 

County welcomed Alex 

Merk to the staff. Merk 

joined the organization 

as program coordinator 

in late 2016. 

In her first year as 

program coordinator, 

Merk worked with the Boone County staff 

and ISU Extension and Outreach specialists 

to coordinate and promote research-based 

educational programming in Boone County. 

Merk provides leadership for county strategic 

planning, budgeting and program visioning 

based on the local needs of Boone County 

citizens. 

Merk is a native of Boone. She holds a 

bachelor’s degree in Marketing from the 

University of Northern Iowa, and comes to 

the Boone County Extension office with over 

7 years of experience in marketing, 

fundraising, and program management. 

Previously, Merk held various positions with 

ISU Extension and Outreach in Lee County. 
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parents how they can create a rich language 

environment to help their child’s brain develop. 

During the classes, parents receive direct 

instruction, watch educational videos and 

participate in small group discussions. Then they 

take what they learn in class, and practice at 

home. Six families graduated from new program 

in December. 

We have been happy to partner with the Boone 

County Hospital to present to staff during 

their lunch and learn series. Hospital staff learned 

about setting and reaching financial goals, as well 

as managing stress during the holiday season. 

In 2017, 15 foodservice managers were trained 

on the latest food safety recommendations 

through our ServSafe program. Through this 

training, restaurants in Boone County are able to 

provide products that are safe for consumption. 

Community and Economic 

Development 

In 2017 we announced completion of our Meeting 

Room Remodel Project. The project was 

supported by funds from the Leonard A. Good 

Trust and Grow Greene County funding via the 

Boone County Community Endowment Fund 

Board. The remodel included new carpeting, new 

cove molding, new energy-efficient lighting, 

ceiling and wall texture repairs, new paint and 

new classroom-style rolling tables. The refreshed 

space now has the capacity to host up to 50 

people in various table configurations for our 

educational programming. 

Abbie Gaffey, Community and Economic 

Development Specialist has been working with 

Ogden Legacy on a Housing Needs Assessment 

Project for the community of Ogden. This is a 

proactive approach to meeting the housing needs 

of an aging population and utilizing the vacant 

Ogden elementary school as a solution. This project will continue 

with town hall meetings in 2018. 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Our focus on reaching K-12 youth is evident through our Boone 

County 4-H program. Our 4-H participants are provided with 

opportunities to learn about a wide range of topics including 

science, art, communications, leadership, animals and nutrition. 

Learning is encouraged by providing 4-H’ers with supportive 

environments, inclusive settings, and caring adults who seek to 

help them reach their full potential. Programming methods 

include educational workshops, trips, conferences, and project 

exhibition opportunities. 

At the conclusion of the 2017 4-H year, our 4-H membership 

included 316 members, 17 Clubs (13 Community Clubs & 4 

Special Interest Clubs), 30 Organizational Club Leaders, 36 

Episodic Club Leaders, 18 County Council Members, 16 Youth 

Committee members (11 adults & 5 youth) and approximately 

100 Livestock Committee volunteers. 

At our annual 4-H Awards Day in November, over 250 awards 

were given out to 4-H members including $2,560 in monetary 

awards. Also given out that night was $2,200 in local 

scholarships. 57 youth received special and outstanding awards, 

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Small Talk Graduate Ben 

celebrates with his parents. Professionals gain tools to use with clients during 

our Healthy Relationship and Marriage Education Training. Our new meeting 

space features new tables and carpeting. Human Sciences Specialist Barb 

Wollan presents to Boone County Hospital staff on reaching financial goals. 



87 members received 196 project awards and 6 

scholarship recipients were recognized. 

Boone County 4-H members also had impressive 

representation at the state level. Over 100 Boone 

County 4-H youth exhibited projects at the Iowa 

State Fair. In 2017, Boone County 4-H had 4 

members selected for the National 4-H Congress 

trip, 1 4-H Shooting Sports Ambassador, 2 State 

Council Delegates, and 1 State Project Award. 

In addition to traditional 4-H club membership, 

our K-12 programming reaches youth that may 

not otherwise have exposure to 4-H through 

educational partnerships, workshops, camps and 

after-school programming. 

In 2017, over 600 Boone County 3rd and 4th 

graders participated in Outdoor Classrooms at 

Don Williams Recreation Area and Swede Point 

Park. This partnership with Boone County 

Conservation allows us to work with local experts 

to educate youth on topics such as geology, 

weather and climate, wildlife, conservation, and 

Iowa’s natural resources. 

Nineteen Boone County middle school youth had 

the opportunity to gain leadership skills through 

the program Ricochet: An Extreme Leadership 

Adventure. Through challenge-based activities, 

participants learned about the dimensions of 

Leadership Information, Leadership Attitudes, 

Communication, Decision Making, and Stress 

Management. Each cohort also completed a 
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group service project as part of the experience. 

Our Clover Kids program is for Kindergarten through 3rd graders, 

and is a way to reach youth right where they are, after school. We 

hosted 7 Clover Kids programs in 2017; 3 in Boone, 2 in Ogden, 1 

in Madrid and 1 at United Schools. Each program served 15-20 

youth and this year’s theme was “Kids in the Kitchen.”  

Our youth staff also focused on providing quality STEAM (Science 

Technology Engineering Arts and Math) programming for Boone 

County. We introduced Coding Programs that focused on coding 

principles including vocabulary and coding language. These 

programs introduced these concepts to 105 youth throughout the 

year. 

We partnered with the Ogden Kids Club and the Ogden Library 

Summer Reading Program to pilot new 4-H curriculum: STEM Lit to 

Go. We provided 9 sessions that combined STEM concepts 

with literature and reached over 75 youth in Ogden. 

To take advantage of early out schedules in Madrid, we provided a 

new program this fall called Exploring STEM Careers. This 6-

session program helped 25 2nd through 4th graders learn about 

careers such as an Urban Ecologist, Space Geologist, and 

Veterinarian. 


