
Audubon County Extension 

Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 K12 Youth Outreach  

Master Gardeners 

In 2016, Audubon County trained six volunteers through the Iowa 
Master Gardener program. To date, in 2017, those same 
volunteers have contributed over 122 hours of educational and 
beautification projects around our county. They provide current 
research-based information, connecting the expertise of the 
university’s horticulture department while helping our citizens 
answer horticultural questions, providing guidance on best-
practices for transplanting, pest and disease management, as well 
as education surrounding pollinators and landscape design. Their 
work can be seen at John James Audubon and Nathaniel Hamlin 
parks, as well as at the Audubon County Fairgrounds.  They also 
connect to our local youth, acting as supervisors during our fall 
clean-up day and planning and implementing our gardening-
themed summer day camp. 

AUDUBON COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Audubon County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
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Health and Well-Being 

Grab & Go: Emergency Kit 

Audubon, Carroll, Pocahontas, Sac, Shelby 

County Extensions recruited a diverse audience 

of twenty-one to the one-hour multi-regional 

luncheon program “Grab and Go: Emergency Kit” 

delivered by ISU Human Sciences Extension and 

Outreach Family Finance Specialists.  

Participants explored the question of: “Would you 

be ready to evacuate with your vital records 

within 30 minutes?”   

The Human Sciences Extension and Outreach 

program provides advice for safeguarding your 

important documents and a set of fillable forms 

for recording your personal and financial 

information, identifying your advisors, and giving 

the locations of important documents. Research 

indicates when an emergency plan is established 

families worry less about money, focus on 

personal safety, and are better prepared to 

respond to financial challenges during an 

emergency. 

 K-12 Youth Outreach 

Youth programming is an important part of our 

work in Audubon County. We strive to provide a 

variety of educational experiences throughout the 

year in order to build successful future citizens.   

4-H continues to be strong in Audubon County 

involving over 170 youth in grades K-12 in year-round 

community clubs and the Clover Kids program. Youth are given 

opportunities to reach their full potential by working and learning 

in partnership with caring adults. In 2017, a few 4-H highlights 

included robotics and programming, beginning and advanced 

sewing and cooking workshops, and Food Safety and Quality 

Assurance for youth raising market animals and the year end 

culmination of 4-H—the Audubon County Fair. Project 

possibilities in 4-H are endless! 

Summer is an excellent time for fun learning and we again 

provided summer day camps for youth. Master Gardener interns 

volunteered time and presented a youth gardening day camp. 

Youth from second to fourth grades spent the day and 

participated in hands-on sessions while learning about erosion, 

soil health, garden pests,  pollinators and then planted two four-

foot by eight-foot garden plots on the Audubon County 

Fairgrounds. One garden was designated a “Salsa Garden” 

where the youth planted a variety of vegetables and herbs, while 

the other garden was designed to attract butterflies.  Other day 

camps included Maker’s Space that was geared towards those 

that like to tinker, build, create, imagine, explore and invent.  A 

Solar Eclipse day camp was also held with youth participating in 

a variety of  educational activities relating to solar eclipses such 

as learning how solar eclipses work and making a pin hole 

viewer for safely watching the eclipse.   
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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Audubon County 
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Audubon, IA 50025 
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www.extension.iastate.edu/audubon 


