
ALLAMAKEE COUNTY  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Allamakee County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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Economic Development 

Twenty-six area farm women invested six weeks into learning 
about how to make their farming operations more successful.  
“While farm women have always been an integral part of agricul-
ture, their role in managing farm operations continues to grow.  
That’s why Iowa State University Extension and Outreach recently 
offered Annie’s Project to farm women in northeast Iowa,” says 
Melissa O’Rourke, ISUEO’s Farm and Agribusiness Management 
Specialist. 
Annie’s Project is a farm management risk education program de-
signed for women and facilitated by women agriculture profession-
als.  O’Rourke describes Annie’s Project as a six-week program 
“intended to educate and empower farm women to be better busi-
ness partners by managing and organizing critical information, 
improving decision-making skills, and networking with other farm 
women.” 
Each session of Annie’s Project included presentations and ex-
tended discussions with women agriculture professionals on topics 
of importance to participants’ future in agribusiness.  A wide varie-
ty of topics were covered, such as building and understanding 
farm financial statements, grain marketing, USDA programs,  
agronomy basics, crop and farm business insurance, farmland 
leasing, and farm transition and estate.    

Allamakee County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational program-

ming by partnering with staff. From needs as-

sessment through program implementation and 

evaluation of outcomes, the council represents 

the issues and people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development  

 K-12 Youth Outreach  

 Food and the Environment 

 Health and Well-Being  

2017 Annie’s Project Participants 
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K-12 Youth Outreach 

Allamakee County offers day camps with a wonderful 
mix of topics and partnerships throughout the sum-
mer for the youth in our local communities.  For 
2017, seven day camps were provided. 
Wonderful Worms-Youth in Lansing, Waukon and 
Postville learned about the wonderful world of 
worms!  Drone Camp-Waukon and Lansing youth in 
3-5 grades spent the day with the latest technology 
craze, drones.  STEAM Camp-Partnership camp 
focusing on a Makers Space coding/robotics atmos-
phere.  Safety Day Camp-Partnership camp reach-
ing 120 youth ages 6-14. Extension staff led the 
grain bin safety session.  Bike Camp-Partnership 
camp focused on bike safety and maintenance.  Io-
wa State University Extension-Allamakee County is 
also seen in our communities at field trips partnering 
with local organizations.  Iowa Dairy Story provided 
an excellent learning opportunity for youth in Allama-
kee County. This gave 196, 4

th
 graders from each 

school the opportunity to participate in a full day field 
trip to the Dairy Center in Calmar.  Bike Rodeos 
were held at schools across the county while part-
nering with Upper Explorerland. We also equip youth 
with a bike helmet if they do not have one.  Project 
Northland is a county wide leadership field trip for all 
6

th
 graders.  Raptor Field Trip in Harpers Ferry was 

hosted by Allamakee County Conservation.  This 
nature field trip gave 260 5

th
 graders the opportunity 

to participate in an outdoor educational setting.   
The Allamakee County 4-H Program had 266 4-12 
graders, 80 K-3 graders and 33 4-H volunteers en-
rolled for the 2016-2017 4-H year.  We have 11 com-
munity clubs, 3 project clubs, Clover Kid club oppor-
tunities and project workshops available for the en-
rolled youth.  4-H offers many events throughout the 
year for youth in grades 4-12.  Citizenship Club, 19 
youth traveled to Washington D.C. in the spring to 
complete their 2 year cycle.  The 4-H County Coun-
cil hosts and assists with many events throughout 
the community.  Junior 4-H’ers had the opportunity to 
take part in Regional Pine Bluff 4-H Camp.  While 
Intermediate 4-H’ers could take part in the Interme-
diate Discover Dubuque Trip. Twenty-one Allama-
kee County 4-H youth showcase their talents by 
competing in various communications and clothing 
events during the Expressions Day Program. The 
Allamakee County Fair is a big event during the 
summer for area youth as well.  They may participate 
in Conference Judging or show their livestock.  We  
also attended the FarmHer Conference with local    
4-H’ers. 
 

Food and the Environment/Health and Well-Being 

Area Schools Purchase $64,000 in Local Food.  
Northeast Iowa schools purchased over $64,000 in food from 
local farms in the 2016-2017 school year. Fourteen school dis-
tricts contributed numbers to the survey, which is conducted 
annually by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, on 
behalf of the Northeast Iowa Food and Fitness Initiative. 
Respondents included community school districts (CSD) in Al-
lamakee, Chickasaw, Clayton, Howard, Fayette and Winneshiek 
counties. 
The Postville Community School District secured the honors for 
Most Local Food Purchases with $19,142. The Allamakee Com-
munity School District was a close second with $17,555 in food 
purchases. Decorah, St. Patrick’s School in Waukon, Central 
and MFL MarMac were the top schools with purchases greater 
than $3,500. 
Because the region’s school districts range in size from 150-
1600 students, FFI also recognizes the schools who spend the 
most on local food per student per year. The top three schools in 
this category are St. Patrick’s, Waukon at $46.65, Postville CSD 
at $27.54 per student, Allamakee CSD at $15.99 per student. 
Overall, school purchases for the 2016-2017 school year were 
up slightly. Highlights included the local beef, pork and yogurt 
offered to students. St. Patrick’s School switched to bulk milk 
from WW Homestead Dairy and significantly reduced wasted 
milk and eliminated carton trash. 
When schools purchase local foods, their purchases trigger 
even more local economic activity. Several studies estimate that 
buying local food has a multiplier effect of 1.4-2.6 throughout the 
local economy; for every dollar spent locally, another 40 cents to 
$1.60 of economic activity is generated. 
Northeast Iowa schools have purchased over $302,000 from 
local farmers since 2008. 


