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ADAIR COUNTY  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 
and resources. We are working with the people of Adair County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Adair County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 
council that guides local educational program-
ming by partnering with staff. From needs  
assessment through program implementation 
and evaluation of outcomes, the council    
represents the issues, possibilities and people 
of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as prior-
ity topics for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development: 10.6% County 
Population Live Below Poverty Level 

 Food and Environment: >50% of Youth 
are at High Risk for Hunger 

 Health and Well-being: Educating 
Community and Creating Action Plan  
regarding Good Nutrition, Life Balance    
and Exercise/Activity Projects 

 K-12 Youth Outreach: Promote Adair 
County 4-H Program and the Benefits to 
Positive Youth Development. Create  
Strong Youth Leaders and Citizens.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  

Administer & Represent EACF 
 

ISU Extension and Outreach, Adair County houses and adminis-
ters the Empowering Adair County Foundation (EACF) grant and 
endowment program which serves to enhance the quality of life for 
the seven incorporated communities and the unincorporated areas 
of Adair County. 
 

The partnership is a perfect union between Extension and EACF 
to help build community economic growth, expansion of local  
businesses, attracting new business and tourism. In 2017 EACF 
funded 21 projects totaling $143,920.69. Since inception in 2005, 
EACF has granted $1.38 million to help and benefit communities 
in Adair County.  
  
EACF has created new policy changes this year. From this point 
forward, there will only be one grant cycle with an October 15

th
 

application deadline. For more information, visit the website http://
www.extension.iastate.edu/adair.  

Extension Council 
helping at 2017   

County Fair Kick Off 
Event and celebrating 
our 100th anniversary 
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Donna Wallace, 4-H Program 

Coordinator, Retires After 23 

Years of Service to Extension 
 

There's a saying, "It's not the 
years in your life that count. 
It's the life in your years". 
Donna Wallace exemplifies 
this saying for Adair County 
Extension Council and Staff. 
To all of us she has been a 
wonderful co-worker, dear 
friend and inspiration. On a 

professional level, Donna represents true 
devotion, passion, organization and 
perseverance for her job and the people/
youth she represents. She is the iconic 
image of the Adair County 4-H Program. On 
a personal note, she is one of the most 
honest, humble and loyal friends we have 
known. The Adair County Extension Council 
and Staff are extremely sad to see Donna 
retire but we are so happy for her to enjoy a 
new chapter in her life. She has put so much 
life into her years and never slows down. 
She will be missed beyond measure.  
 

Donna has been an excellent 
ambassador for Adair County 

FOOD and ENVIRONMENT: 
 

Food Preservation 101 This program introduced 10 participants 

to the importance of using recommended food preservation practices. 
During the two-hour session, participants received publications, 
viewed various canning supplies, and tasted home preserved foods. 
 

ServSafe™ A certification program for food service managers     

developed by the National Restaurant Association. 10 participants 
attended an 8-hour training. Statewide, 2,510 attended.  
 

Safe Food Food safety training designed for all food service       

employees. This year Extension trained 4 summer youth program-
ming staff on how to safely prepare food for youth during summer  
day camps.  
 

Child Care Provider Training Many children spend up to 50 

hours a week or more in child care settings. Childcare providers     
participated in training which meets their licensure renewal and recer-
tification needs. To improve the quality of care a total of 15 providers 
completed 2 hours.  

 
Adair County Extension 

Became an Ag Works 

Partner 

 

This partnership will help build 
the agricultural literacy within 
and beyond Adair County by 
supporting the Ag Works      
initiatives such as “Who’s 
Your Iowa Farmer?” a Facebook page featuring people, places, 
and events  in agriculture.  (Over 2,000 page likes; 5-7 new posts per 
week; and 20,000-40,000 views per week). Another project in the  
initiative is Ag Adventure Goes to School which includes a four       
session preschool curriculum along with a family event presented to 
all six Adair County preschools.  
 

Another project initiative will be Ag Adventures Goes to the 4
th

 of July 
where ten interactive learning stations and fun ag events will help to 
educate all who attend the event in Fontanelle. 

 
Pro-Ag Outlook and Management Meeting 

Adair County Extension hosted a Pro Ag Outlook meeting December 4, 
2017. Thirty people attended to hear what 2018 has in store for area 
farmers, banks and agri-businesses. The Pro-Ag Outlook and Man-
agement Seminars are designed to provide agribusiness leaders with 
a concise evaluation of current market conditions, expected trends in 
crop and livestock income potential and management implications. 
Participants also received an overview of the agricultural industry and 
what changes may affect Iowa producers. Dr. Chad Hart, Dr. Lee 
Schulz, and Dr. Wendong Zhang were the presenters.  



This was a 
wonderful 
holiday youth 
event for   
children from  
toddlers to     
8 years of 

age. Families and youth enjoyed several Make & 
Take homemade craft projects where they could 
create personalized gifts to give to others for the 
holidays. There were fun holiday games and    
prizes. Every child received a new storybook to 
take home. Four large raffle baskets full of family 
fun such as ‘Family Movie 
Night Basket’; ‘Family 
Games Night Basket’; 
‘Family Fun Snacks    
Basket’; and ‘Family    
Dinner in a Basket’ were 
given away. All guests 
received a hot 
meal. The event 
was held at the 
Adair County  
Fairgrounds, 4-H/
FFA Center, in 
Greenfield. This 
event was free of  charge to 
all who attended.  
 

The event was created to 
help families during the    
holiday season. Adair   
County Youth Council    
members and 4-Hers 
helped little ones make 
homemade gifts and enjoy 
their time with games and 
other activities.  
 

There were 73 guests plus 15 volunteers who en-
joyed the event. Youth and parents learned easy 
ways to make gifts. All families received a packet 
of ISU Extension resource materials and a 
‘Healthy & Homemade Meals: 2018 Calendar’. 
The free story books 
helped to promote 
literacy and the raffle 
baskets empowered 
families  to have quali-
ty time together doing 
fun activities at home. 
 

Fun for all ages!  

Adair County Extension 

Celebrated their 100
th

 

2017 has been a year of honoring our heritage, celebrat-
ing milestones, and looking forward to how Extension can 
effect and impact our communities, environment, families 
and youth in a positive way in the future. 
 
Throughout the year, Adair County Extension Staff and 
Council members conducted activities, events, contests 
and displays to educate citizens on the rich history of ISU 
Extension in Adair County. Extension was able to partner 
with ’The Sidey Collection’ to reproduce historic photos of 
Adair County’s 4-Hers, Ag, Food Preservation Workshops, 
County Fair, and much more. The images were mounted 
to create a large display in the Warren Cultural Center gal-
lery. The Extension office hosted a Coffee and Treats 
Open House. The local newspapers did a feature article 
on the milestone and the changes Extension has seen in 
the past 100 years. T-shirts, banners, coffee mugs, and 
koozies were created to commemorate the anniversary. 
There were Extension trivia contests on Facebook. County 
Fair Kick Off Event featured a meal and cake. Dr. John 
Lawrence finished off the anniversary celebrations by   
presenting Extension with their commemorative plaque  
the opening night of county fair.  

County Fair Kick Off Event Gallery Display 

Dr. John Lawrence, ISU  
Extension VP Interim, speech 
and presentation of the plaque 



The Living well through Intergenerational Fitness and Exercise (LIFE) Program is 
the first of its kind — a unique program led by young, trained adults who help to 
increase access for at-risk older rural populations to sustainable, physical activity 
programming. This year Adair County Extension partnered with the Greenfield 
Senior Living Facility to integrate the LIFE Program for 8 weeks and 16 sessions, 
May through July. Temporary, full time Summer Staff worked with an average of   

5-10 residents per session. The program was a huge       
success. Management of the facility expressed their        
gratitude for the partnership and explained that residents 
began to participate more in their own programming since our LIFE program was integrated with 
them. Not only were the residents becoming more involved in social interactions, there was an   
improvement with quality of life and depressive symptoms. It’s a fun way to be active, fellowship 
with others and enjoy games and physical activities.  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Adair County 

154 Public Square 

Suite C 

Greenfield, IA 50849 

641-743-8412 

www.extension.iastate.edu/adair 

 

Kathy Rohrig 
Agricultural Program Coordinator  

Adair County ISU Extension Staff 

Deena Wells 
Office Manager, Human Sciences Program Coordinator, and 
Empowering Adair County Foundation Administrator 

Donna Wallace 
4-H Program Coordinator 

Danielle Morgan 
Youth Development Coordinator 
 
 

HEALTH and WELL-BEING 

K-12 YOUTH OUTREACH 

Let’s Build a Better World Together, Summer 

Youth Camp Programming for 2017 which involved 21 
different day camps for youth 1st—12th grades. Some 

of the NEW camp opportu-
nities included a Bug 
Camp; Ames Flex Design 
Camp; Springbrook     
Fishing Adventure;       
Aquaponics Camp; and 
the Healthy Living Camp. 
These camps were loaded 
with new and   exciting 
activities, experiences, 

STEM learning opportunities and information that 
would enhance a youth’s learning potential. Just over 
200 youth participated in the summer camp offerings. 
Adair County Extension partnered with the Henry A. 
Wallace Country Life Center, ISU College of Design, 

Springbrook State Park,     
Warren Cultural Center, and  
all libraries in Adair County to 
help educate and promote   
various locations which can 
benefit our youth’s positive  
development. Camps ranged 
from  10-40 occupancy. Youth 
learned about insects, cooking, 
design technology, small and 
large animals, the benefits of 
reading, healthy living, dance, 
gardening,  fishing techniques, 
art, and how to build an aqua-
ponics self sustaining system.  

 
Youth left the camps with an 
appreciation and better under-
standing of many new opportu-
nities available to them. These 
learning offerings were made 
available to all youth in Adair 
County at low to no cost.   
Scholarships were available to 
families in need so that every 
youth was able to participate.  

 
Learning Made Fun! 

Ames Flex Camp 

Library Camp 

Aquaponics Camp 

Bug  
Camp 


