
2022 IN HOWARD COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach provides research-based education and engages Iowans in solving 

todayôs problems and preparing for a thriving future. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Howard County for a 

#STRONGIOWA.  

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF HOWARD COUNTY 

In 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach Howard County continued 

to...  

...engage Iowans in improving food supply, safety, and access. 

These efforts addressed local needs including nutrition education, 

donation gardens, farmers markets, and food system coalitions. 

...expand educational opportunities for youth with programs that 

sparked youth interest, supported academics, and promoted 

youth resiliency. 

...engage Iowans in addressing mental health and to provide ac-

cess to research-based training and education on mental health 

literacy and suicide prevention. 

...support reviving the Iowa economy, including the farm economy 

and supporting Iowans in improving financial security.   

é.network and collaborate with county groups to help with recov-

ery issues from the pandemic.  

The Howard County Extension Council has 

been elected by the people of the county to 

guide local educational programming by 

partnering with extension staff. From needs 

assessment through program implementation 

and evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents you and your issues. We are always 

serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always.  

Thank you for your support.  
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QUESTION, PERSUADE, REFER                       

Howard County offered three sessions of Question, 

Persuade, Refer educating participants on how to 

aid someone experiencing a mental health crisis.  

Learning risk factors, signs and symptoms and how 

to engage in conversation as well as helping seek 

appropriate professional help.   

 

PRESERVING THE TASTE OF SUMMER 
A group of adult learners using skills learning were 
successful in preserving jars of salsa with the held of 
Human Sciences Specialist, Jill Weber.  
 

GROWING UP WILD                                                                                         

Early childhood educators gathered in the Spring of 

2022 at Prairieôs Edge Nature Center for Growing 

Up WILD, a four hour hands-on workshop delivered 

by human sciences field specialists in partnership 

with county conservation naturalists. Participants 

learned about the importance of getting children out-

doors and how to facilitate more nature related activ-

ities with young children. When children spend time 

outdoors with a caring, nurturing, adult, it improves 

their overall health and wellbeing and leads to life-

long positive attitudes about protecting the environ-

ment. 

BEGINNING FARMER CLASSES  

A first time offering of beginning farmers classes 

was a hit. This program is designed to build skills 

and knowledge around the future of production by 

offering information about the ways to overcome  

barriers and design a defined path to a career in pro-

duction agriculture. 

 

 

4-H and K-3 YOUTHðOver 160 4-H members grades 4-12 in 

Howard County with nearly 75 clover kids who are K-3 grades. Pro-

jects popular with 4-H members are the swine and dairy projects.  

Swine raised in a bio-secure state of the art facility and dairy heifers 

in the dairy barn brings a variety of classes for learning about both 

production areas. Day Camps and work with Kessel Kids reached 

children not involved in traditional 4-H programming.  

TEEN MAZEðOver 300 9th and 10th graders from Crestwood, 
Turkey Valley and South Win all enjoyed learning life skills in twelve 

workshop rooms.  This program was a collaboration with Prevention 5 

Coalition.   

DAIRY DAYS -  Iowa has approximately 850 dairy cattle licensed 

dairies representing 232,000 milking cows producing 493 million 

pounds (May 2022), up 3 percent from the previous May according to 

the latest USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service. The industry 

supports over 15,587 jobs with a labor income of $891 million. Each 

milking cow represents an economic impact to the state of $25,495.  

Topics for the 2022 Dairy Days were chosen to reflect the needs of 

Iowa dairy producers. Topics included Methods of Euthanasia and 

Effects on Carcass Disposal, Composting Mortalities, How Personali-

ties Affect your Farm and Family, Care and Feeding of the Transition 

Cow, Milk Marketing, Iowa Dairy Industry and Iowa State Dairy Farm 

Update, and Milker Training Resources. These topics were presented 

to area dairy producers hosted at the Innovative Ag Center in Elma.  

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION AND 

OUTREACH Howard County 

132 1st Avenue West 

Cresco, IA  52136  
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non- discrimination statement or 

accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. VP.22.329 September 2022  
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