2018 IN MARSHALL COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research and resources. We are working with the people of Marshall County for what we all want: a
strong Iowa.
Marshall County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational programming
by partnering with staff. From needs assessment
through program implementation and evaluation
of outcomes, the council represents the issues
and people of the county.
We have identified these local issues as priority
topics for current and future programming:

• Health and Well-being — Family Nutrition
Community Partnership
• Food and the Environment — Master
Gardener Donation Grant
• K12 Youth Outreach — 4-H STEM Club

Health and Well-Being
Family Nutrition Community Partnership
Marshall County Extension partnered with MICA’s Refugee Services
program to complete a nine-week-long certification course in the Buy.
Eat. Live Healthy program. The sessions, held at the Chin Baptist Church
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in Marshalltown, were free of charge with childcare
provided. Each participant received a certificate, a
cookbook and water bottle for their efforts, and
celebrated the completion of the course with a
potluck meal. Grisel Chavez (far left in photo on
previous page), serves as the family nutrition assistant
in Marshall County. Chavez was aided in these efforts
by MICA volunteers who provide translation services,

Food and Environment
Master Gardener Donation Grant
Marshall County has wrapped up its first year of
having the Master Gardener donation grant. It was a
great success. Well over 800 pounds of produce was
donated to the Marshalltown community in about
three months time. Master Gardeners took produce
from all eight locations and donated it to the House of
Compassion, Emergency Food Box and a few churches
around the community. Marshall County plans to
apply for a grant to add one more school garden
location. We look forward to seeing how much MORE
produce we can donate to our community next year.

K-12 Youth Outreach
New STEM Club Created at Bi-lingual Elementary School!
On January 26, we held the inaugural meeting for the Woodbury STEM
Club in Marshalltown. There were eight youth present and they had the
opportunity to learn about 4-H and coding. They were able to
experience the Dash and Dots Kit and the Flex Kit. This club is at the bilingual elementary school in Marshalltown. We hope that we are able to
replicate this club at other elementary schools in Marshalltown and
create learning communities at all of the schools. We have great
volunteers who have taken charge of this club and are going to make it a
great success. The youth who are involved had a great time and said
they are really enjoying the activities that they have been able to do so
far. We also are using this as a mentorship program for the youth who
are involved in our Marshalltown High School 4-H Club. The mentors are
youth who are interested in going into the education field and want to
teach at the elementary level. This is a great learning experience for
them and a great way to become more comfortable working with youth
with different learning styles.
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