2018 IN LEE COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University
research and resources. We are working with the people of Lee County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.

Lee County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational
programming by partnering with staff. From
needs assessment through program
implementation and evaluation of outcomes,
the council represents the issues and people
of the county.
We have identified these local issues as
priority topics for current and future
programming:
 Economic Development
 Food and the Environment
 Health and Well-being
 K12 Youth Outreach

100 Year Celebration
This year marked the 100th year for ISU Extension and Outreach
of Lee County. The celebration was held at the Lee County Fair for
community partners and friends to celebrate this milestone. A short
program was held with Assistant Vice President of County
Services, Bob Dodds, as the guest speaker.

Economic Development
Lee County Intern Connect is a program for interns to engage
in local networking and build relationships within Lee County to
help create a positive experience in with a goal to recruit interns
back to the area once they graduate. Lee County Extension
partnered with Lee County Economic Development Group, Fort
Madison Partners and Keokuk Area Chamber of Commerce to
successfully deliver this program to 20 participants.
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Other programs offered this year in Lee County by Human
Sciences Extension and Outreach Specialists include: Your
Money, Your Future, Human Sciences Programming Introduction
for Lee County Public Health, Spend Smart Eat Smart, Stay
Independent, Wellness and Independence Through Nutrition,
Finances of Caregiving, Flora, Fauna and Family Engagement,
What About Me? My Wellbeing, participation in Fort Madison
County Hospital Health Fair, Serve Safe and more.
Human Sciences Specialists participate in many community
coalitions, agency groups and in community partnerships.
Shimek Forestry Field Day celebrated it’s 40
year Anniversary with 95 participants at the
Shimek State Forest in October. Shimek Forestry
Field Day is a perfect example of how Iowa State
University Extension and Outreach brings
science-based research to real-world applications
for landowners. Iowa DNR, Iowa Woodland
Owners Association and ISU Extension and
Outreach partner every year to help educate
landowners on maintaining and preserving their
land.
Lee County Extension is working to increase
programs for beginning farmers by starting a
Transitioning to Farming Group. In 2018, there
were 2 meetings reaching a total of 23 farmers.
Increasing knowledge of young farmers and
creating meaningful connections and networks to
help ease the challenges in transitioning farms
from generation to the next.

Health and Well-Being
Flora, Fauna and Family Engagement
Research shows that children exposed to nature
show a better overall physical and emotional well
being, have lower levels of childhood obesity,
improved school performance, improved critical
thinking, reduced amount of screen time, lower
levels of stress and depression, show a better
understanding to the earth and environment and
more.
There were 33 early childcare professionals in
Lee County registered for this DHS approved
training to obtain their professional development
hours. Providers learned how to combine the
increased emphasis on outdoor and naturebased play experiences and explore what it
means to engage families. Participants also
learned to build high quality child care with best
practices for children and families in Lee County.
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K-12 Youth Outreach
4-H Youth Development empowers youth to reach their full
potential through youth-adult partnerships and research-based
experiences. Currently, Lee County has 189 active 4-H members
grades 4-12, 40 Clover Kid members grades K-3.
Summer Day Camps were held weekly throughout June and
July to engage youth in learning about different cultures, people
and activities to apply to real life and enrich their knowledge to
discover the world they live in. Six different camps were held in 4
locations, partnering with West Point Public Library, Lee County
Conservation, Fort Madison Public Library and Keokuk Public
Library. The camps held included: Summer Garden Camp, Fed
by Farms, Passport to Adventure, Camera Corps, Get in on the
Act, Monarchs on the Move, and STEM Lit to Go. Approximately
200 kids participated.
Monarchs on the Move Day Camp had a total of 17
participants. Two of the youth read The Very Hungry Caterpillar
in Spanish to the rest of the participants. 94% reported having a
better understanding of how science and engineering help solve
real life problems. 82% of the participants are interested in
learning more about science and agriculture after participating in
the challenge.
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