2018 IN KOSSUTH COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State
University research and resources. We are working with the people of Kossuth County for what we
all want: a strong Iowa.
Kossuth County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational
programming by partnering with staff. From
needs assessment through program
implementation and evaluation of outcomes,
the council represents the issues and people
of the county.
We have identified these local issues as
priority topics for current and future
programming:
• K-12 Youth Outreach
• Agriculture

K-12 Youth Outreach
Over 30 Kossuth County youth in kindergarten
through third grade participated in Clover Kids in
2018. Clover Kids helps young children develop
life skills that are essential for their cognitive,
social, emotional and physical maturation by
providing unique, age-appropriate educational
opportunities.
Over 250 Kossuth County youth in fourth through
12th grade were members of their local 4-H club
in 2018. 4-H helps build our future leaders by
empowering our youth with skills to become
successful, contributing members of society. In
2018, our 13 local 4-H clubs completed a variety
of projects to help their local community. These
projects ranged from adopting a family in need
during the holidays and spearheading a drive to

collect items for local individuals in need to organizing events for
youth and adults in their communities.
Over 15 county 4-H youth in eighth through 12th grade were
selected to be a part of the Kossuth County 4-H Council in 2018.
The County 4-H Council is a group of young adults who are in a
key position to provide leadership to the county 4-H program. The
Kossuth County 4-H Council puts on events throughout the year,
including the annual 4-H Lock-In, which was held at the YMCA in
February. The event brought in over 80 youth for a fun-filled
evening.
Ag related school programming impacted over 350 area youth in
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ask questions and identify the best strategies for their
operations. You can find more information by referencing many
Extension publications, including “Composting Swine Mortalities
in Iowa.”

2018. Third graders learned imperative safety
skills at Farm Safety Day, at which more than 40
volunteers taught about electricity, farm
equipment, grain safety and more. Educational
Partners for Agriculture and Kids (EPAK), a
regional event, focused on modern day
agriculture education to our increasingly urban
population. Youth gained a strong awareness of
the agriculture industry that supports much of this
county’s economy.
ISU Extension and Outreach of Kossuth County
partnered with Iowa State University’s PrISUm
Solar Car team to bring “Penumbra,” the ISU
Solar Car, to Algona in June. Those who had the
opportunity to stop by and check out the car were
surprised to find that the car contained four seats
and cup holders, just like any other standard car
found at a local dealership! People of all ages
learned about the engineering process involved
in making the car.

On May 30, Delayed Planting Workshops were held in Kossuth
County. Crop producers learned agronomic effects of delayed
planting from ISU Extension and Outreach Field Agronomist Paul
Kassel. Producer questions related to crop insurance and
business management were also answered by Nicole Tifft with
Cornerstone Insurance and Kelvin Leibold, ISU Extension and
Outreach farm management specialist. Angie Christian, county
executive director with the Kossuth County FSA office, also
provided an update from an FSA standpoint.
Winning the Game was held in February and December. More
than 70 participants had the opportunity to learn about key
elements of a grain marketing plan, including pricing targets,
pricing tools and decision dates. Participants also learned to
value and understand the importance of having a good grain
marketing plan. Toward the end of the program, participants
“played the game” and practiced using key learnings in a
marketing simulation.
A Farmland Lease Meeting was held in Bancroft in August.
Over 20 land owners, tenants and other interested parties gained
an understanding of the cash rental rate survey as well as
factors driving 2019 rental rates. ISU Extension and Outreach
Farm Management Specialist Kelvin Leibold led the workshop.

Agriculture and Natural Resources
In October, Kossuth County Extension partnered
with Kossuth County Farm Bureau to hold a
workshop on Livestock Mortality and Disposal.
The workshop came as a result of a need being
seen in the surrounding counties due to a lack of
rendering services available. The workshop
offered information and research on best
management practices for mortality disposal. Kris
Kohl and Dave Stender, both ISU Extension and
Outreach field specialists, presented options for
burial and composting. Participants were able to
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