2018 IN HARDIN COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research and resources. We are working with the people of Hardin County for what we all want:
a strong Iowa.

Hardin County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational programming
by partnering with staff. From needs assessment
through program implementation and evaluation
of outcomes, the council represents the issues
and people of the county.
We have identified these local issues as priority
topics for current and future programming:
• Economic Development
• Food and the Environment
• Health and Well-being
• K12 Youth Outreach

Economic Development
Two hundred people attended the North Central Iowa Crop and
Land Stewardship Clinic held Jan. 2 in Iowa Falls. Eleven
presenters discussed crop production and land stewardship.
Twenty-eight exhibitors participated in an information fair.
Hansen Family Hospital offered free blood pressure and blood
glucose checks. The clinic was free to participants with 52
businesses providing financial support. Crop producers estimate
a $5.00 per acre advantage when implementing best practices
learned at the clinic.
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Health and Well-Being
Twenty people participated in a five-session
Finances of Caregiving program held April 12
through May 10. The program focused on tools
and strategies to assist caregivers in protecting
their financial well-being and maximizing the
financial and physical well-being of the person
for whom they are caring. Human Sciences
Specialist Barb Wollan taught the program.

Food and Environment
Caitlin Szymanski, ISU local foods coordinator,
visited the Hardin County community garden,
which is
managed by
Master
Gardeners
Rita
Schoeneman
and Jennifer
Johnson. This
community
garden received a second Growing Together
Iowa grant in 2018. The garden provided 650
pounds of fresh produce for the MICA and
Ruth Project food pantries in Iowa Falls.
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K-12 Youth Outreach
Two hundred fifty 4-Hers and Clover Kids exhibited at the
2018 Hardin County Fair. In a demonstration of the
growing enthusiasm for the Hardin County 4-H program,
static projects increased by 30 percent over the prior
year and overall livestock and static events increased by
13 percent over 2017 statistics. Youth learned valuable
life lessons from practicing and demonstrating their skills,
hearing judges’ comments and working cooperatively
with fair staff, 4-H volunteers and other 4-H youth. The
work and exhibit experience helped youth develop skills
in communication, organization and customer service.
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