2018 IN CERRO GORDO COUNTY
2018 Crop Advantage Held in Mason City
The Crop Advantage Series 2018
for the North Central Region was
held at North Iowa Area
Community College in Mason City
on January 12. The event offered
timely topics such as Dicamba
status, weed management, farm
transitioning, soil health and
more.
Approximately 120 participants
gathered for the event. The day
started in the auditorium with
keynote speaker Chad Hart

providing the crop
market outlook for 2018.
Many of the sessions
were repeated to
provide an opportunity
for participants to get
the most out of the day.
The afternoon concluded
with private pesticide
applicator training, giving
farmers a leg up on their
certification requirements.
Pictured is Chad Hart explaining

the sluggish commodity prices and
providing data showing a glimmer
of hope for the coming year.

Renee Frelund Leaves a Legacy of Service to the Community and Cerro Gordo County Extension
Renee Frelund
died July 4,
2018, after a
courageous
battle with
cancer. Renee
served as the
secretary for the
Cerro Gordo County Extension

Council. Renee enjoyed being a
Master Gardener and leader of the
River City Stars 4-H Club. She took
pride in helping her club with the
4-H booth each year at the North
Iowa Fair and loved attending the
Iowa and Minnesota State Fairs.
Renee was a big Iowa State
University and Cyclone fan. She

and her husband enjoyed
watching both sons graduate from
Iowa State. They regularly
attended football and basketball
games.

Renee is survived by her husband,
Bill, two sons, Mike and Tom, and
five grandchildren, Logan, Cullen,
Lily, Hadie and Kylie.
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Cerro Gordo County Ricochets at Newman Catholic
Students are pictured
In February and March, the Cerro
participating in a “ZooGordo County CYC Kelsey
Sertive” activity that helps
Warner used the Ricochet
kids learn about how to use
program to teach leadership and
assertiveness when
communication skills.
communicating with each
Ricochet uses adventure and
other.
experience to bring about
Warner plans to visit the
learning. The program was
school every Friday through
introduced recently to teach 83
the end of the school year.
7th and 8th graders at Newman
Catholic School in Mason City.
Cerro Gordo Kicks Off Sixth Year of Community Gardens
Cerro Gordo County is celebrating
year six of the community garden
project! Not only has the number
of plots grown each year, they are
also adding a third gardening site.
The new garden is located on the

north end of Mason City and is still
in the ground-breaking stage.
They anticipate it will provide a
dozen new plots. The spring got
off to a very soggy and cool start
this year.

Not only have farmers had
concerns about delayed
planting, community gardeners
have had similar concerns,
albeit on a smaller scale.
In April it seemed as if the
ground would never dry, but
by May 22 much of the
planting was completed.
Some missed out on coolseason planting of radishes
and carrots, but were still
able to plant tomatoes,
peppers, onions and, of
course, zucchini.

Master Conservationist Program Kick-Off Held in Cerro Gordo County
Cerro Gordo County played host
to the kick-off of the Region 3
Master Conservationist program
on July 17.
County Director John Sjolinder
introduced the program to
the participants. He said the
goal of the program was to
introduce participants to one
another, introduce the
structure of the flipped
classroom, including
resources, and support a
positive and open-mined

learning environment. The event was
held at the Landfill of North Iowa.
Education Coordinator Mitzi
Brunsvold explained her work to
reduce waste and recover usable
materials from the waste stream.

She led a tour of the Education
Center, hazardous waste
disposal, electronics and
appliance recycling, the Habitat
for Humanity drop off site and
garbage disposal area.

Cerro Gordo County Sponsors Spring Bus Tour
Cerro Gordo County began
its ninth year of offering
educational bus tours with a
spring bus tour to Algona,
Spencer and Okoboji.
The spring tour strives to
have an emphasis on
gardening, and this year was
no different. Stops along the
route included the Water’s
Edge Nature Center at Kossuth
County Conservation, Del’s
Garden Center, Arnold’s Park
and Maritime Museum, and
Garden’s Gate Nursery and

Landscaping. All of these stops
provided educational
presentations or displays to help
participants learn more about the
plants and natural history of
Iowa.

The tours also provided opportunity
for participants to learn about and
enjoy amenities in the surrounding
communities that they may not
otherwise have available to them.

Cerro Gordo County Teaches Kids about Agriculture
On October 10, Cerro Gordo 4-H partnered with
NIACC and Farm Bureau to teach 6th graders about
agriculture.
Approximately 304 6th graders from Mason City spent
the day at NIACC's learning farm. They rotated around
different stations and learned about animal safety,
tractor safety, crop production and soil conservation.
Youth also learned that statistics show that 1 in 5 of
them will end up working in the agriculture field. They
thought that this meant they would be farmers and were
eager to learn that it could be robotics, mechanics or
engineering.
Cerro Gordo Clover Kids “Dig Those Dinosaurs”
Snowy days in March may have
cancelled the planned Spring
Clover Kids, but it didn't stop CYC
Kelsey Warner from ensuring kids
had an alternative educational
experience!
Warner assembled a Clover Kids
Day Camp that was offered to 10
kids at the 4-H Learning Center.
The days were filled with fun
dinosaur-themed activities. The
activities included one that helped

them learn how long one million
years ago would be. They even
got to create their own fossils!
The event helped
kids spur
creativity and
innovation. Kids
were able to use
their creativity to
develop their own
unique dinosaurs.
They had so

much fun they wanted to live at the
4-H Learning Center!

Cerro Gordo County Hosts Master Conservationist Completion Ceremony and Banquet
On August 28, Cerro Gordo
County played host to the final
session of the Region 3 Master
Conservationist program.
The event was the culmination
of several sessions of learning
about conservation. County
Director John Sjolinder
coordinated the program with
help from the other county
directors in Region 3.

including exploring what
conservation means and how we
got to where we are today.

The program set the stage for a
detailed look at conservation and
the natural environment and
introduced key concepts,

The program was offered in a
“flipped classroom” delivery
method, where participants
viewed lectures online, allowing

for weekly meeting time to be
dedicated to learning activities in
the field. Participants enjoyed the
educational experience and
expressed interest in continuing
their conservation learning in the
future.

Cerro Gordo County Staff Retire
Becky Oelkers and JoAnn
Bartusek, both of Mason City,
retired in September and went off
to their next big adventure. Becky
was an office assistant for eight
years and JoAnn was an office
manager and bookkeeper for 15
years. They have learned and
applied a wealth of knowledge in
their collective 23 years with

Cerro Gordo County. Their impact
was expressed through
successful work and
programming, including the bus
tours, plant and insect
identification, certification
programs and general help with
Extension activities. Please join
us in thanking Becky and JoAnn
for everything they have done as
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