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Inspired by its land-grant mission, Iowa State University continues 
to invest its intellectual and organizational capital in support of the 
sustained development of its home state. As a result of this ongoing 
investment, the ISU College of Design initiated the PLACE program 
in August 2000. The PLACE program (Partnering Learning and 
Community Engagement) aims to enhance and promote the quality 
and character of Iowa’s communities. 

Unique, dramatic enhancements to the communities and landscapes 
of Iowa are viewed as ways to attract and retain a new group of 
talented and energetic citizens, a resource very much in demand for 
the state’s future. To this end, the College of Design will engage with 
communities in collaborative efforts to understand, envision, and 
promote a fundamental enhancement of their physical environment.

What is PLACE?

The College of Design
Created in 1978, the College of Design is among an elite group of 
comprehensive design schools offering outstanding opportunities for 
interdisciplinary education and outreach. The college is one of the 
few in the country to encompass the disciplines of architecture, art 
and visual culture, community and regional planning, interior design, 
graphic design, industrial design, and landscape architecture in the 
same college, under the same roof. Even before the creation of the 
college, the disciplines it now houses enjoyed a tradition of outreach 
and extension programs within Iowa, and they continue to extend 
these services throughout the state.

Student design from the Graphic Design Department.



Design students are often a font of creative ideas and expressions. 
College of Design community outreach and extension projects 
frequently involve students as a means both to enhance their 
education at ISU and to benefit participating communities and 
organizations. Communities must keep in mind, however, that this 
outreach work involves people who are still learning. In exchange 
for the college’s involvement in developing conceptual and 
visual products to enhance decision making in communities and 
organizations, applicants will be asked to contribute human and 
financial resources to facilitate the students’ educational process.

• Provide learning experiences for students outside the 
classroom. 

• Help applicants explore various community enhancement 
options. 

• Learn how design positively affects change. 

• Create an environment in which communities and 
organizations may work more effectively with design 
practitioners.

• Assist applicants in establishing and refining goals and 
expectations.

Storefront design 

Graphic identity designs

Comprehensive plan updates

Community surveys

Way-finding design

Community signage 

Community housing needs assessments 

Community landscape visioning 

The College of Design’s Role
During a typical semester, two to five classes within the College of 
Design will conduct projects off campus as a part of students’ learning 
experiences. Graduate students will often take on external projects to 
complete their professional report or thesis for graduation. Resources 
are limited, however, and the college’s ability to respond to requests 
is also limited. The PLACE program is designed to offer Iowans 
improved access to the college’s off-campus outreach and extension 
services.

Student Involvement

Objectives of PLACE

Examples of PLACE Projects

Graphic identity designs for Main Street districts.

Interior design work for retail businesses.



 The College of Design is also part of a broader outreach network: ISU 
Extension and Outreach. Working with local extension specialists, the 
college integrates its efforts with ongoing community development 
activities. By maintaining contact with the 100 county Extension 
and Outreach offices and the Extension Community and Economic 
Development specialists based across the state, the college seeks to 
coordinate its activities with those of the ISU Extension and Outreach 
system to better serve Iowa’s communities.

Financial resources requested of the local community or organization 
applying for assistance vary from project to project. Based on the scope 
of work, class instructors may require funds for student travel, materials, 
and the costs of video-conferencing or other communication. Typically, 
the amount requested will be between $2,000 and $5,000 per class.

Collaboration with Extension and Outreach

Local Resources

• The compatibility of the project with the educational goals of 
students and faculty

• The potential of the applicant to defray the project’s expenses 

• The level of need indicated 

• The level of community support for the project 

• The potential impact of the outreach project in supporting local 
community development and decision making

• The probability that the project will not create competition for 
design practitioners 

Decisions to proceed with a project or program are at the discretion 
of individual or groups of faculty members and extension specialists. 
Applicants will be contacted by e-mail or mail within five weeks of 
receipt of application.

Criteria for Review and Recommendation for Action

To apply to the PLACE program, complete this application and return 
it to: 

 PLACE Program  
 Iowa State University 
 College of Design  
 126 College of Design 
 Ames, IA 50011-3091

Most PLACE projects operate within the university’s academic 
calendar. Applicants are urged to apply by November 1 and April 1 
for priority consideration. Each application is reviewed and successful 
proposals referred to appropriate faculty for action. Applicants may 
then be contacted by faculty members and/or students for further 
information.

How to Apply



4. Contact information:
  Name:

  Address: 

   Street    City   Zip

Phone:    E-mail: 

1. Applicant/organization name: 

2. Have you discussed your proposal with someone at Iowa State University or Iowa State 
University Extension?

Yes No If yes, with whom have you spoken?

3. Type of organization (of the primary applicant):
  Local government

  Nonprofit

  Business

  Other (please specify): 

5. Provide narrative descriptions for each of the following items. Attach an additional sheet if 
necessary.

(a) Describe the applicant organization and your relationship/role to it.  
(Please limit your response to fewer than 150 words.)

(b) Describe the need and the project as you see it. 
         Please limit your response to fewer than 300 words.)

(c) Describe the abilities, offices, financial resources, local expertise, services that can be offered, etc.,  
reflecting the local organizational strength available to assist in leading to successful implementation of 
the proposed project(s). (Please limit your response to fewer than 250 words.)

Application for Assistance

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach programs are available to all without regard to race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or 
status as a US veteran. Inquiries can be directed to the Director of Equal Opportunity and Compliance, 3280 Beardshear Hall, (515) 294-7612.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the US Department of Agriculture. Cathann A. Kress, director, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State 
University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa.


