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Over the Garden Gate 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Got a little time on your hands this year?  How about entering 

your special plants in the Clinton County Fair Container 

Contest?  Show off your creativity! 

Bring your plant that demonstrates unusual use of foliage!  How about succulents?  Maybe you have a 

unique container to repot a healthy plant in...Kids 12 and under are also encouraged to participate!. 

Here are some rules (the full list of rules can be found at clintoncountyfair.com) 

1. Entries must be entered in the Outdoor Living Classroom between 9:00 AM & 12:00 PM Wednesday, July 17th . No en-

tries accepted after 12 PM.  

2. Contest is open to rural and urban exhibitors of Clinton County including Clinton County Master Gardeners.  

3. All entries must be suitable for outdoors. (Fairy Garden/

Gnome are exceptions.) 

4. All entries can be any size, but light enough to be moved 

easily by one person. Consider using styrofoam packing 

peanuts, etc. in bottom of container to make lighter weight.  

5. Please name plant varieties on the entry tag if possible. This 

adds to the educational aspect of the entry for the fairgoers. 

6. Fairy Garden/Gnome entries must contain a fairy and/or 

gnome.  
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Attendees: Sam Genson, Loren Andresen, Andrea Witt, Gayle Powell, Deb Neels, Dave Boeckman, Barb 
Boeckman, Linda Watson, Mary & Dave Meyer, Bev Christiansen, Margo Hansen, Bonnie Meyer, Willard Lar-
son 

 

Meeting came to order at 9:06 AM  
April Minutes Approved 

 

Old Business:  
Assign Secretary Mary Meyer 

Committees/Projects/ Events/Reports:   
 

Sam’s Report.  
Extension office: The office is now open.  The June 16th and July 21st meeting can be in person at the 

Extension Office.  After May 31 there is no limit on number of people but social distancing must occur.  Sam 
will set up the room for social distancing. 

 

Financial report: MG has a beginning balance of $6875, with an ending balance of $4,708.23. The scholarship 
check for $500 for 2019 has been sent to the recipient. 
A Thrivent donation was received which was used toward the purchase of two trees and annuals at Wallace’s 
for the OLC.  Linda Watson will send a confirmation email to Sam and Gayle for record keeping. 
Iowa State has changed purchasing policies.  Sam explained the two ways MG’s can complete purchases. The 
first is to buy and submit expenses with a receipt to the Extension office with a reimbursement form found 
on the Extension website. The second way is to have Sam purchase the item.  He is next door to Theisen’s 
and can walk over to pay for things.  Sam could meet someone at Wallace’s when they are planning to pur-
chase the trees, shrubs, and annuals. 

Clinton County Fair 2020: At this time, the fair is planned to happen as scheduled. The Clinton County 
Fair Board continues to monitor and will hopefully make a decision at the June 8th meeting.  Mary, Fair Board 
Secretary, has suggested we have a plan B & C, as plans are changing weekly.  Discussion regarding other op-
tions for judging the container, fairy/gnome and vegetable contests was held.  Sam indicated that he would 
help MG’s with virtual judging. 
 

Online Education; Website; Facebook:  Sam has sent out webinar information from Trees Forever that can 
be used for volunteer hours. 
 

Arboretum: Margo reported that the Arboretum will open on Tuesday with restrictions.  Masks and social 
distancing will be required on the grounds which will be open but not to large events.  Margo will be back in 
the office.  All events at the arboretum are canceled up to August 1. Art in the Arb is scheduled for Au-
gust.  At this time, it is unsure if the Gala will happen. Margo will judge flowers at the fair if there is a live 
show. 
 

OLC:  Willard reports the garden is ready for mulch.  We may need to remove little weeds because of the 
rain.  The vegetable garden is two thirds planted and more will be planted when it warms up. Willard has 



Minutes cont.  
some tomato, cucumber, beets and other plants in the raised beds.  Gayle or Andrea will purchase flowers 
for the walkway border.  

In the new area, Loren is pricing flag stones for the path.  The stones will cause $750 per ton and it 
will take at least a ton or ton and one half. Loren has offered his truck to move stones.  Gayle has price esti-
mates from Wallace’s :(Japanese lilac $180 to $200); (apple tree $50 for a type of Golden delicious); (Burning 
bush $75) and a Dwarf white pine $100).  The total estimate is for around $400.  Edging has been put in place 
for path by Andrea and Loren.  It is forty inches wide to accommodate for wheelchair accessibility.  The walk-
way still needs to be tweaked a bit, but the overall design is in place.  A team is planning on going to Wal-
lace’s on Thursday, May 21st to purchase trees, shrubs and annuals.  

Gayle attended the fair board meeting. She gave the fair board an update on what MG was planning 
for the OLC explaining that the plan may be a 2-3 year plan due to the cancelation of the plant sale and gar-
den walk, which are the MG two big money makers.   The fair board has a tight budget this year.  It is 
doubtful if they will contribute anything this year. We probably should hold off on stones until next year, due 
to financial constraints. 

Andrea is trying to keep a log of what we are doing at the OLC. If someone does something at the 
OLC, please send an email or text to Andrea and she will keep a running log of what is going on. There are 
orange markers to show where to move plants if needed.  So far grasses, cone flowers, cranesbill and minia-
ture hostas have been moved.  

Next workdays are May 21 (4-7PM) and May 26. (8:30 to 11:30).   
  
Fairy/Gnome Garden Workshop:  June 6:  Gayle and Vicki will have the workshop in the 4-H auditori-
um.  Children ages 4 years and up are asked to register at the Clinton County Extension office. They will have 
two one-hour sessions with 6-10 children per session. Children under the age of 8 must be accompanied by 
an adult.  Soil and a few plants will be provided.  The children will be asked to bring a container. Deb Neels 
will follow up with Gayle regarding publicity. 
  
Master Gardener Day at the Fair:    
State 4 H may happen differently this year. There are two sections in 4H, livestock and static exhibits (wood 
working, photography etc.).  If the fair chooses virtual exhibit of static events, then that process may be used 
for Master Gardener contests.  Willard reported that Wallace’s are not sending any speakers at this time. 
Many speakers are not committing to anything this year.  Willard has no speakers at this time and is open to 
ideas.  Margo suggested that master gardeners do 15-minute presentations on a topic.  Three or four 15-20-
minute topics with a 10-minute break between each one. Sam favored the idea of short presentations al-
so.   It was suggested to do a video of planting the trees and bushes at the OLC.  Another presentation could 
be about the process of redesigning a garden, explaining the changes and processes or mulching, especially 
around trees. Another suggestion was to have a question and answer session. We could take questions or 
identify a picture of a weed or plant by email or Facebook sent to MG prior to the fair.   Barb Boeckmann vol-
unteered to do a segment on dividing hostas and day lilies.The next workday will be May 21st from 4 to 7 
pm.  Mulching will probably be May 26th 8:30 to 11:30 am.  Andrea will send out a memo. 
Children’s Green Thumb:  No materials have been purchased at this time, as there has not been a decision by 
the fair board. 
Container Contest:   Chairpersons: Bev Christiansen and Carol Young  
Fairy /Gnome Garden Contest: Chairpersons: Gayle Powell and Vicki Johnson.   
Judges have not been identified at this time. Alma Gaul had been contacted.  Letters have not been sent out 
to past participants at this time, as we were hoping to have a fair decision.  It is assumed that people are 
planting containers for their own enjoyment.  We will figure out a way to judge the containers whether live 
or virtual. Publicity will create a flyer. 
  



Minutes cont. 

Monarch Migration Day:  August 22: Deb Monroe 

 

September Plant Sale: This continues to be a possibility to be explored.  It was suggested to have it in the early 
fall to let plants establish roots. Before winter.   Sam will look in to when other area counties are having their fall 
plant sales, so we are not on the same day.  Margo reports that if we have a difficult summer people will not buy 
much.  Another suggestion would be to add more houseplants.   
 

Publicity: Deb reported that the first priority will be the fairy garden workshop.  The Container and Fairy/Gnome 
Contests would be next so flyers and information would be available before the fair. 
 

New Business: No new business 

 

Adjournment at 10:30 

 

Next meeting: June 16, 2020 Live meeting at the Extension Office. 

                                       A Few Patio Do’s and Don’ts 

Don't oversize plants. 
By far the most common mistake is using plants that crowd your limited patio space. Double check that every plant 

matures within the height and diameter provided. 

Don't use sharp plants. 
Plants that bear spines or thorns are painful when located near patios. The interest in succulent plants like agaves 

often overlooks the potentially dangerous spines on each leaf tip.  Major offenders: Roses, cactus, some succu-

lents, and holly. 

Do plant fragrant flowers. 
The haunting scent of jasmine adds romance to your patio, particularly after dark when the source is less visible. 

Careful planting design can create a succession of seasonal aromatherapies.  Scents from plants placed upwind 

will waft into the patio on the prevailing breeze rather than away from it, and the fragrance of those located close to 

windows and doors may be drawn inside for double benefit. 

Do utilize trees in pots. 
Small trees in big pots are a powerful tool for patios that lack much ground for planting. They can distract from a 
large bare wall behind it, or a row of them can become visual partitions to improve privacy or block unattractive 
views. Nothing is better for spot shading on a hot afternoon or to fill an empty corner with foliage and flowers. 

 
Do plant for seasoning. 
Culinary herbs make some of the finest plants for patio areas, where they are convenient to pinch and cut when 

you need fresh flavors in the kitchen. Woody herbs such as rosemary and lavender make first-class landscape 

plants in pots or in ground. 

 



 

 

                              2020 Calendar of Master Gardener Activities 

July 15       Master Gardener Day at the Fair 

August 22   Monarch Day at OLC  

December 7 Holiday Banquet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  Stop and Enjoy...the weeding can wait! 

 

 

 

 

 

When we go for a walk it is natural to look forward, to the right and to the left. Do you ever stop under a tree and 
just look up for a few minutes? Nature is amazing. Look at the structure of the spacing and angles of the tree 
branches, the texture of the bark and how the light filters through the leaves. If you look closer you will see a bird 
sitting on the branch taking his noon siesta. Take it a step further and try to imagine the whole photosynthesis 
process. On a sunny day each leaf is turning sunlight into sugar and starches , absorbing CO2 and producing oxy-
gen. Isn't nature amazing? 

Margo Hansen, Director of Programs, Bickelhaupt Arboretum 

(Pictures taken this week at the Arboretum.  ) 

 



                                        Ideas for Gardening with Kids 

1. Plant a Pizza Garden 

This could be any size or shape, and can easily be grown in containers on a sunny patio 
or terrace. It is most fun, however, to make it the circular in the shape of a pizza pie, 
with triangular slice-shaped beds containing different vegetables and herbs. If the 
plot is large, the slices can be divided by narrow pathways, so that you can reach the 
plants in the center.   Plant tomatoes, peppers, basil, oregano, onion, and whatever else 
you’d like. 

2. Make Wildflower Seed Bombs 

Mix together about 4 parts clay to 1 part potting soil. You don’t have to be exact, but 
you want more clay than soil so the bombs hold tightly together.  Add wildflower seeds 
(and sunflower seeds) to the clay mixture . Be sure to only use seeds that are native 
and not invasive. Native plants will grow better and support more wildlife than non-
native species. Not all of the seeds will sprout, so it’s best to have an assortment of 
flower species and varieties. 
 
Add a little bit of water at a time and squish with your hands until everything is mixed 
and about the consistency of thick cookie dough. Kids love this part!  Too much water 
will make if runny and gooey, so if it becomes too moist add more soil. 
. 
When well mixed, roll the clay into balls about the size of a golf ball. Set them on a 
tray and let them dry completely until hardened. This may take a couple hours or a 
couple days, depending on humidity levels. 
 
Once dry, package the seed bombs in small envelopes or bags to gift to friends, neigh-
bors, teachers or family members. They’d make great gifts for Earth Day, Mother’s 
Day, Valentine’s Day, Christmas, Teacher Appreciation or just because. 

3. Make A Nature Picture 

Go on a nature walk and use finds to create a picture inside an empty frame. Start by 
making trees, grass and flowers. My three year old then added many more items, 
found her magnifying glass and started examining everything up close!   

 


