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Letter to MGs from Andrea Witt 

Dear Fellow MG Volunteers 

Its April 15 and there is snow on the ground. Many of 

you may have started your early gardens. Oops! This is 

definitely one of those late looking Springs with the 

trees still looking like sticks and the willows just yel-

lowing. The crocuses have croaked and the daffodils 

are looking daffy. Some tulips have bloomed and gone, 

some are budding and some just gave up.  

Master Gardeners are antsy to get things growing. It 

is possible, that if the retail plants do not explode 

onto the scene pretty soon, some of us will be having 

to scramble.  

 I was exploring my garden storage in the old re-purposed dresser I use in the garage the other day and 

began to collect little baggies I had set aside with seeds I had carefully dried. Many I had labeled well and 

some were apparently mystery seed bags.  I have decided that this is the year of the seed. 

I am getting out all my little pots and peat pellets stuffed in hiding. This year I am going to plant a few of 

all of the seeds I found. I am excited about the mystery seeds. It will be interesting if I can identify 

them.  

Is it possible that your green thumbs are itching like mine are? If so, I challenge you to check your secret 

squirrel storage areas and find your seed stashes. This is the year to re-discover the magic we love that 

causes plants to grow from seed, water and sun. If you do, and find surprises, it would be great if you 

shared. 

I am lonely for my fellow gardeners and hope you continue to stay respectfully distant in your social con-

tacts. My advice for you is stay home and grow something! 
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Attendees: Sam Genson, Loren Andresen, Andrea Witt, Gayle Powell, Deb Neels, , Dave Boeckman, Barb Boeck-

man,  Linda Lampe, Linda Watson, Mary & Dave Meyer, Bev Christiansen, Willard Larsen 
 

Meeting came to order at 9:10 AM  

March Minutes Approved 
 

Old Business:    

Office of Secretary remains open. Mary Meyer to take minutes today. 

Committees/Projects/ Events/Reports:   
 

Extension Office: Sam’s Report.  

The Extension Office is closed until April 30th.  It will probably stay closed if we stay in category 10 of the CoVid classi-

fication.  When it does open, social distance measures will be used.  To contact the office, Sam recommends calling his 

cell phone. (563-275-2433). All programs are now online.  The Fair Board will make decisions regarding the Clinton 

County Fair.  At this time, we will proceed with planning for MG Day at the Fair.  Willard would like you to forward 

any names or topic ideas for the fair.  
 

Sam provided the financial report. The MG current balance stands at $4,958.23. There has been very little activity as a 

result of the Covid 19 virus.  Clinton County Master Gardener donated $500 to Hort in the Heartland. The garden shop 

brought in $528 at Hort in the Heartland. There was discussion about the need to be frugal this year because there would 

be less revenue.  Scholarships will need to be paid in the coming year.  Donations are appreciated and can be sent to the 

Extension Office.  At this time, donations could pay for the annual plants for the OLC. Master Gardener is not a 501-C3 

nonprofit so donations to the Master Gardener program are probably not tax deductible.   It was noted that donations do 

not affect one’s tax return unless the total amount meets a fairly high threshold.  Dave Meyer has iris, tiger lilies, straw-

berries and daylilies that were prepared last fall for the plant sale this spring.  They could be purchased from his property 

if anyone wants them. 
 

Arboretum: The arboretum has been closed by the college at this time.  The Conifer Convention is postponed until 

2021.  For the 2021 Conifer Convention, Eagle Point Lodge will be unavailable for one of the luncheons.  As a result, 

another large venue is being sought. 

 All spring programs have been canceled at the Arboretum. They are hoping it will be open in August for “Art in the 

Arb” event and to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Arboretum. At this time, the “No Child Left Inside” fall programs 

may be possible.  It may be possible to have a Master Gardener fund raiser at the Arboretum to make Christmas wreaths 

by winter. 
 

OLC:  Willard will not be doing pole beans this year so lengths of hog paneling are available for someone to use.  Plans 

for the garden were discussed last month.  In addition to the cover crop area, the donation garden will feature cucumbers 

and zucchini plants.  Members are encouraged to donate to food pantries from their own gardens.  Gayle stated that the 

DeWitt pantry really appreciates onions.  

Willard has some tall zinnias started for the butterfly garden.  Linda Watson will pursue a grant for money for the annu-

als and large containers.  A total of about $140 was needed last year for the 5 large containers.  There was also discus-

sion that the fair board had contributed some money towards the plants last year.  Linda Lampe stated that requests must 

be made in person to the Fair Board when it meets.  

The next work time is Thursday April 23 from 4 to 7 pm.  Members will look at area to decide where to move certain 

plants, to design the pathway and also find costs for a Japanese lilac tree and other plants. 

Members are asked to sign up to care for a specific area in the OLC, to individually work and maintain excellent social 

distancing that way.  Willard will send a list to Sam to be distributed. It was discussed that it could be useful to put a 

notebook in the shed to write down what each person has done.  Dave Meyer has removed most of the loose gravel and 



Minutes cont. 

will continue with that project.  Nine older yews and shrubs have been removed.  There is opportunity for new plants in 

the old spaces. Loren Andresen has sharpened and repaired the lawn mower. 
 

Publicity: Deb N:  With most upcoming programs either canceled or uncertain, the usual publicity activities are on 

hold.  It was suggested that members submit articles about Master Gardener topics to Andrea, Gayle & Sam so that they 

might be sent to newspapers as a way of keeping awareness of the Master Gardener programs in the public eye.  By 

sending items, Sam can send them to newspapers as articles which are free as opposed to ads which are costly.  With the 

dearth of sporting events and social events, Sam thinks the papers are more responsive to putting in articles now. Deb 

Neels will contact Alma Gaul about changes in the calendar that was submitted before Covid 19.  
  

Fairy Garden Workshop:  June 6: Gayle Powell & Vicki Johnson are planning this event. If the fair does occur, this 

workshop needs to happen at this time so the fairy gardens have a chance to grow.  On line registration or phone registra-

tion through Sam would need to occur.  
  

Garden Walk: Bonnie:  Rather than cancel the garden walk, an August date was considered. After talking to the owners 

of the gardens, the four garden owners were unwilling to try August.  Concerns centered around the hot temperature, too 

dry and they were still uncertain about social distancing.  As a result, there will be no Garden Walk this year.  Bonnie 

has asked the gardeners to consider being participants for 2021. 
  

Master Gardener Day at the Fair:   The Board reviewed the Tuesday start of the fair for 2020.  

Willard is looking for speakers or topics for MG Day at the Fair. MG will be again hosting 4 educational sessions re-

garding horticulture topics.  One session will be on the plans for the changes to the OLC.  Additional ideas are needed 

for the other 3 sessions.  

Members are encouraged to contact other fair participants alerting vegetable and flower growers of the date changes. 

Information can be found on the fair board website. 

Container Contest:   Chairpersons: Bev Christiansen and Carol Young have volunteered.   Letters should be 

sent out to past participants. 

Fairy Garden contest: Gayle and Vicki will be coordinating this with the Container Garden chair and Fair plan-

ners.  

Children’s Green Thumb. A suggestion was made regarding ideas for simple activities for young children at-

tending the fair.  At the Master Gardener tent, children would make tissue paper flowers. Then the volunteers would 

paint the child’s thumb with green fingernail polish to show that “You have a green thumb too”.  Another idea would be 

to let the child plant a seed or plant to let them see how it would grow. 

  

Monarch Migration Day:  August 22: Deb Monroe is chairing this event. Plans will depend on the Covid 19 epidemic. 

  

Adjournment:  at 10:30. Next meeting:  May 19, 2020 Virtual meeting 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Deb Monroe social 

distancing at the OLC 

while transplanting 

perennials 
 



  

                                        2020 Calendar of Master Gardener Activities 

July             Master Gardener Day at the Fair 

August 22   Monarch Day at OLC  

December 7 Holiday Banquet 

 

 

 

                    

                      From Margo and Bickelhaupt Arboretum 

The grass is emerald green and the flower buds are swelling and ready to burst into bloom. Na-

ture is running a little behind but still on track for spring. What is missing? Little people, teen-

agers and big people are not to be seen on the Arboretum grounds.  

This year for the first time ever we had to cancel our Spring No Child Left Inside Pro-

gram.  Schools were contacted, buses were ready to roll and volunteers were thinking about 

the spring arrival of over 600 kindergarten and first graders. It left a void not hearing the 

chatter and giggles of the students exiting the bright yellow school buses. I miss getting their 

colorful thank you letters in the mail.   

In May the natural color of the surroundings explodes with more color as the beautiful gowns 

of prom goers arrive for outdoor photos. Hundreds of high school students filter in to the Ar-

boretum to start this special weekend.  Not this year. 

The National Conifer Convention selected the Bickelhaupt Arboretum to showcase this year. 

What an honor. It also has been cancelled with plans to reschedule in 2021. 

With all the disappointing cancelations on thing remains constant. The Arboretum is beautiful 

year round. Nature cycles through the seasons with occasional surprises. We will get back on 

track and we will continue to showcase Mr. and Mrs. Bickelhaupt’ s dream.  

                                               OLC  Work Days 

 May 5:   8:30-11 
May 12: 8:30-11 
May 21:  4-7 PM 
May 26:  8:30-11 

Cure the social distanc-

ing blahs by helping 

out in the OLC.  Noth-

ing better for the mood 

than getting your 

hands dirty and appre-

ciating the results of 

your labor.  

 



 
 

 
    Peas are one of the first crops that can be planted in the spring. The taste of garden-grown peas beats 

anything that can be found in the grocery store; they taste like nature’s candy right off the vine. Plant 

seeds as soon as the ground can be worked. 

Three kinds are generally planted in the home garden: English peas, also known as shelling peas with 

inedible pods and large peas inside the pod, snow peas which are large edible flat pods with small peas 

inside, and  snap peas with large edible pods and peas inside.  They are all varieties of Pisum sativum 

As with other legumes, peas will fix nitrogen in the soil, making it more available for other plants. 

Unfortunately they have a limited growing season and must be planted early enough in the spring so they 

mature while the weather is still cool.  A second crop can sometimes be planted in the fall if the weather is 

cool enough.  A blanket of snow won’t hurt emerging peas, but temps in the teens could. 

Soil must drain well. One of the few downfalls of growing peas is seed rot. Don’t plant in wet areas where 

the cool soil is conducive to the pea seeds rotting before they germinate. If necessary, raise the beds 6 to 8 

inches high to provide a well-drained planting site.  

To give your plants the best head start, turn over your pea planting beds and add 2 to 3 inches of compost 
or manure to the soil in the fall prior to planting the following spring.  Add wood ashes and bonemeal to 
the soil before planting. Peas need phosphorus and potassium, but excess nitrogen will encourage foliage 
growth instead of flowers or pods.  

Once germinated, peas will climb a fence or trellis to anywhere between 2 and 8 feet tall, depending on 
the variety. Prepare supports ahead of time, taking into consideration the mature height of the pea variety 
(which should be listed on the seed packet). 

Water sparsely unless the plants are wilting. If the weather is dry, water them periodically. Do not let 
plants dry out, or no pods will be produced. 

Keep the pea bed well weeded, but be careful using weeding tools such as hoes because peas are shallow 
rooted. To avoid disturbing 
fragile roots, gently remove in-
trusive weeds by hand. 

It’s best to rotate pea crops 
every year or two to avoid a 
buildup of soil-borne diseases. 
In between pea plantings, plant 
other vegetables to take advan-
tage of the nitrogen-rich soil 
that peas leave behind . 


