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Watering Your Lawn - Lawn and Garden Tips 
 

Is it necessary to water an 

established lawn? 

Cool-season grasses, such as 

Kentucky bluegrass and tall fescue, 

can survive extended periods of dry 

weather. In dry weather, the shoots of 

the turfgrass plants stop growing and 

the plants go dormant. Dormancy is a 

natural survival mechanism for 

turfgrasses. While the leaves have 

died and turned brown, the turfgrass 

roots and crowns remain alive. Generally, turfgrass can remain dormant for four to six 

weeks without significant damage to the plants. 
 

If I do decide to water my lawn, how and when should it be 

watered? 

The appearance of the turfgrass is the best way to determine when to water the lawn. 

The ideal time to water a lawn is at the first signs of water stress. Turfgrasses that 

have adequate supplies of water are normally dark green in color. For cool-season 

grasses, such as bluegrass, the first signs of stress are a bluish-green color and 

footprints that remain in the turf after walking across an area. 
 

Most lawns in Iowa need 1 to 1 1/2 inches of water per week. When watering the 

lawn, apply this amount in a single application or possibly two applications three or 

four days apart. Avoid frequent, light applications of water, which promote shallow 

rooting and lush growth. Lush, shallow-rooted turfgrass is less drought tolerant. To 

determine the amount of water applied by the sprinkler, place several straight-sided 

 

 

 

 



cans within the spray pattern. Then measure the amount of water collected in the cans 

with a ruler. 

Early morning (5 to 9 a.m.) is the best time to water the lawn. A morning application 

allows the water to soak deeply into the soil with little water lost to evaporation. 

When watering is completed, the turfgrass foliage dries quickly. Watering at midday 

is less efficient because evaporation is rapid and strong winds may cause uneven 

water distribution. Strong midday winds may also carry water onto driveways, patios, 

or streets, wasting considerable amounts of water. Watering lawns in the evening or at 

night may increase disease problems. 
 

What should I do if I allow the lawn to go dormant, but the dry 

weather persists through the summer? 

Dormant lawns are in jeopardy of dying if dry conditions persist over an extended 

period. It's best to water the lawn if the turfgrass has been dormant for four to six 

weeks. Apply 1 to 1 1/2 inches of water in a single application. This will not cause the 

grass to green up, but it will keep the turfgrass crowns and roots alive. If the dry 

weather persists, water the dormant lawn approximately every two weeks. Avoid 

watering the yard to bring it out of dormancy and then allowing it to go back into 

dormancy. This is very stressful on the turfgrass. If you water the yard to stop 

dormancy, then keep watering the yard until the precipitation levels improve. 
 

How should I water a newly seeded lawn? 

After seeding, keep the upper 1 inch of soil moist by watering once or twice a day. 

With adequate moisture and soil temperatures of 55 degrees Fahrenheit or above, 

most turfgrasses should germinate in two to three weeks. Grass seedlings are very 

susceptible to desiccation injury. Continue to water the seedlings once or twice a day. 

When the turfgrass reaches a height of 1 to 2 inches, gradually reduce the frequency 

of watering, but water more deeply. A thorough watering once a week should be 

adequate after the new turf has been mowed two or three times. 
 

How should I water newly laid sod? 

A newly sodded lawn should be watered once or twice a day for the first seven to 10 

days. Apply enough water to moisten the sod and the upper 1 inch of soil. Sod will 

root to the soil in about 10 days. At this point, gradually reduce the frequency of 

watering, but water more deeply. After the sod has been mowed three or four times, a 

deep watering once a week should be adequate. You may have to water more often if 

temperatures are elevated during establishment. Avoid the sod going dormant during 

the rooting process.  
 

Are there other turfgrasses that need less water? 

Most cool-season turfgrasses need 1 inch of water per week, but tall fescue and fine 

fescue will keep a green color longer during periods of drought. These grasses will 

typically stay green two to three weeks longer than Kentucky bluegrass during 

drought conditions. These grass species also need less fertilizer than Kentucky 

bluegrass but can be susceptible to some winter injury (especially north of U.S. Route 

30). 
 

 

 

  



No Garden Walk This Year 

 

Unfortunately, we had to cancel the Garden Walk this year due to a couple of 

different factors. So, it is time to shift focus to NEXT year. Bonnie Meyers is asking 

that all Master Gardeners take a look around their communities to see what 

yards/gardens we could showcase in 2022.  
 

Next year's walk will be held on Sunday, June 26th, 2022. 
 

Bonnie Meyers is willing to call/visit any sites that you can recommend. The final 

sites are subject to the approval of Bonnie and the Garden Walk committee. Please 

note: a recommendation does not mean that you are volunteering someone to do 

something, it is purely a suggestion to Bonnie and the committee.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact the Extension Office at 563-659-5125  
 

 

 

  

Educational Opportunities 

 

 

 

  

Master Gardener Day at the Fair 

 

Wednesday, July 21 - 9:00am to 1:20pm 

 

• 9am - 9:50am: Miss Effie: Flowers of the Cutting Garden (from Donahue, IA)  

• 10am - 10:50am: Kelly Tree Farm (from Clarence, IA)  

• 11am - 11:50am: Dave Meyer: Making a rain barrel  

• 11:50am - 12:30pm: Lunch  

• 12:30pm - 1:20pm: MG Panel  
 

 

 

  

A quick note... 
Please save your peanut butter jars as we will be using them for a kids' activity during 

the fair. You can call Gayle (563-357-5296) or Andrea (563-212-3579) to pick them 

up, or you can drop them off at the Extension Office. 
 

 

 

  

Community Garden Update 

 

Clinton Community Garden: Thank you to Andrea and Bonnie for helping to plant 

at the Clinton Community Garden. We also had some community volunteers from the 

Jetter Community Center help us out in the morning. We need some assistance 

regularly watering our plot. If you can help, contact Sam Genson at 

sgenson@iastate.edu. There is a bit of a process to watering there, so you will need 

some instructions.  
 

mailto:sgenson@iastate.edu


DeWitt Community Garden: The plants are growing...unfortunately, that means 

weeds too. If you have some time, please stop by the DeWitt Community Garden to 

take care of the weeds that are growing alongside the plastic mulch. We will need 

some volunteers to help with the harvest later this summer. If you can help, please 

email Sam.  
 

 

 

  

Monarch Celebration Day 
 

This year's Monarch Celebration Day will take place on Saturday, August 14 from 

10:30am to 1pm at the Clinton County Fairgrounds and Outdoor Learning 

Classroom (OLC) in DeWitt.  
 

• Children’s activities 

• Take home craft projects 

• Live exhibits 

• View pollinator gardens 
 

During this event, you will learn about the beautiful Monarch Butterfly and other 

important pollinators and what you can do to promote habitat in your own yards to 

support them. 
 

Bring the whole family, it will be fun for all ages. Explore, learn, appreciate, smile, 

and do your part to help these important creatures. 
 

 

 

  

How-to Videos: 

What can you do to help butterflies & 

pollinators? 
 



 

 

 

 

  

Master Gardener Minutes - April 2021 Meeting 
 

MG goals for 2021: 

• Partner with local community groups to promote the use of sustainable 

techniques for growing food at county locations. 
 

• Promote OLC garden development, pollinator habitat, and plant 

labeling. 
 

• Provide horticulture education and training opportunities through 

demonstration, hands-on learning, inquiry, and observation within our 

community. 
 

 

 

  

MASTER GARDENERS 

July 15, 2021 

9:00 AM  
 

Attendees: Gayle Powell, Andrea Witt, Barb Boeckmann, Margo Hansen, Willard 

Larson, Loren Andresen, Linda Lamp, Sam Genson, Bev Christiansen  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014_gINhgCjaJf1RupaA8AI0aycOUZ0o-FhEPSgIn6ACHQC9Kp7eeFvA6Ucb-qohr3w3Eh09RKcPnXnCCDvWcDojiUyup4JpuH00LP2KROalLNI2rRSADVhzHILNiYfmFY-f25QnIswyUUlo_4oHLqCQ==&c=3o3CRrbqQwofB4zGPCcp73MaLXER5hXi-jeKvfzcptwmW-uOXK7ERw==&ch=-E8QFg2xJO7TdKwmrJG__E1FzBmgunBGJtQ3ek7fEJXkyTUPBI6_GQ==


Secretary: Gayle Powell: May minutes approved.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Extension Report: 

• Financial Status: Sam reported that $2471 was made on the May Plant Sale. We 

have a current balance of $7039.  
 

Community Gardens:  

• DeWitt Garden: There are leaks in rows 3 and 4, parts have been ordered. Brian 

has put in 2 more full rows. Gayle has placed fittings on the drip tape. Sam will 

make signs and notify people on the waitlist that we now have garden space 

available. Sam has signage to put out. Gayle will talk with Brian regarding 

signage for the big sign. The weeds are getting quite big and Brian is worried 

about the edge of the plastic being compromised as weeds are pulled. Contact 

information was not obtained this year, although it stated in the agreement that 

each gardener would control weeds. 

• Margo gave a recipe for weed control: 1 gallon of vinegar; 1 cup of salt 

and 1 Tablespoon of dish soap. This solution is sprayed on and would 

aid in weed control at the gardens. 
 

• Clinton Garden: On June 5, Sam, Bonnie M. and Andrea, and a community 

family planted onions, lettuce, beets, spinach, and carrots. Sam went to Home 

Depot and rented a tiller as the ground needed to be prepared again. There are 

about 20 rows that are 6-8 feet long. Bonnie spent an additional day, working 

with the staff at the Erickson Center, determining the process to obtain water at 

the site.  
 

• Camanche Garden: Willard will talk with Camanche people to determine if 

there is an appropriate garden site for next summer. 
 

• Discussion was held regarding the amount of time that MGs are involved in 

maintaining the community gardens. All food goes to the food bank. As we 

plan for next year, do we need to ask churches to become involved? Sam is also 

considering an Ameri Co volunteer to help plan and organize the community 

gardens. Bev suggested the Gateway Community Center as a potential partner 

in Clinton. Sam asked members to give him ideas for a list of potential 

volunteers and sites. 
 

Mental Health:  

• It was reported that Linda W. has followed up with Rhonda’s House reminding 

them to weed and water. Gayle reported that house plants have been delivered 

to Rhonda’s House and to Peer Recovery in DeWitt. Planting the spider plants 

needs to be scheduled with Peer Recovery. 
 

OLC:  

• Loren has completed the placement and installation of the wind chimes. On 

June 1, a tree planting was held as a memorial for Barb Wedge.  
 

• A cleanup day of Tuesday, June 22 has been scheduled. Members are 

encouraged to come help weed and water. 



 

NEW BUSINESS: 

• Newsletter: Discussion was held regarding the timing of the newsletter with 

minutes and upcoming dates for work or events. It was determined that we will 

have twice a month correspondence to members.  
 

• Margo:  Margo is hoping that next month, we will be able to go back to the 

Arb every other month for MG meetings.  

• The Iowa Garden Rendezvous was held on June 11. Approximately 150 

people from several states toured some of the best conifer gardens in 

central Iowa.  

• Margo asked to use the MG tent for Arts in the Arb. MG members will 

need to put up and take down the tent. The Board gave unanimous 

approval for use. 
 

2021 Clinton County Fair (July 21-25)      

• Master Gardener Day at the Fair July 21 

Willard has the following schedule for the educational presentations:  

• 9-9:50 AM:     Miss Effie: Flowers of the Cutting Garden; Donahue, IA 

• 10-10:50 AM: Kelly Tree Farm, Clarence, IA 

• 11-11:50 AM: Dave Meyer: Making a rain barrel 

• 11:50-12:30: Lunch 

• 12:30-1:20:   MG Panel? Willard will review the idea and determine 

possible members to be on the panel. Margo suggested that each person 

also have an area or two of backup topics if there are no questions.  
 

• In the past, Master Gardeners who helped received 2 free meal 

tickets. Willard reported the cost yet to be determined. It is anticipated 

that the cost will be $7.25-&7.50 per ticket. Loren made a motion that 

active members from 2019-2020 receive 2 meal tickets. Seconded by 

Barb. Motion passed. Willard will ask Deb N. to pass out meal tickets to 

the active members. Sam will provide a list of active members. 
 

• The MG tent will need to be put up on Monday, July 19.  
 

• A clean-up/workday at the OLC is scheduled for Wednesday, July 14 at 

8:00 AM. 
 

• Container Contest: Bev Christiansen asked for suggestions of possible 

judges that can do both divisions: outdoor container and fairy/gnome 

gardens. Registration will be from 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM at the big 

tent. Judging will be completed by 2 PM so that winners can be 

announced. Bev and Gayle will finalize the Container Contest flyer and 

guidelines. 
 

• Buckets of Blooms:  Buckets will be registered with the containers 

between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM. Willard will provide judging and 

ribbons for the contestants. After the contest, the buckets may be taken 

home, displayed in their club setting or around the fairgrounds.  4-H 

members will be responsible for keeping their bucket watered. 



 

• Monarch Migration August 14.  No report.  
 

OLC:   

• Andrea discussed the time involved in watering at the OLC and the CG. She 

has a watering calendar for members to sign up for. First-time community 

garden watering members are to contact Gayle for directions on the 

procedure. At the OLC a soaker hose will be added to the bottom of the 

fountain and the rose garden.  
 

• Loren will begin working on the brick for the arbor in the northeast corner. 
 

• Barb and Andrea have ordered additional labels. Then work needs to be done to 

install the labels by the appropriate plants at the OLC. 
 

Adjournment 10:30am   

Next meeting: Wednesday, July 14, 2021  Extension office   
 

 

 

  

Have article ideas? Email Sam at 

sgenson@iastate.edu  
 

  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation 

inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext.    
   

 

  

 

mailto:sgenson@iastate.edu
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014_gINhgCjaJf1RupaA8AI0aycOUZ0o-FhEPSgIn6ACHQC9Kp7eeFvKQtAPdD0NxKhMZn6qzlXEmTFlPhwqCOa2TuE5B1INfwwE9rlyoJWmUUrH_gXG95iNn5tGkBhD0_Ds_nOtcI__DHYkLvNxANOPtXtT-L55g_fwXThZ0qKFBNjHXGoDjAwg==&c=3o3CRrbqQwofB4zGPCcp73MaLXER5hXi-jeKvfzcptwmW-uOXK7ERw==&ch=-E8QFg2xJO7TdKwmrJG__E1FzBmgunBGJtQ3ek7fEJXkyTUPBI6_GQ==

