
Volume 12, Issue 11 | December 2021 
 

  

Clinton County Newsletter 

Over the Garden Gate 

Volume 12, Issue 11 - December 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REMINDER: Enter Your Hours! 
 

You all did A LOT of work this year, please remember to enter your hours 

so that you can maintain your "active" status and you - and our county - 

get the recognition that is so well deserved. 
 

 

 

  

Overwintering Unplanted Trees, Shrubs, and Perennials 
 

If a tree, shrub, or perennial cannot be 

planted in its final spot before winter 

arrives, you will need to take steps to make 

sure it survives the winter while still in the 

container. 
 

Container-grown plants should not be left 

outdoors above ground over the winter 

months. The roots of most trees, shrubs, and 

perennials are far less cold-hardy than their 

aboveground stems or trunks. Container-

grown plants are growing in relatively small 

amounts of potting soil. The temperature of 

the potting mix may drop into the single 

digits if container-grown plants are left 

above ground in winter. Single-digit 

temperatures may damage or destroy the 

root systems of plants.  

Trees, shrubs, and perennials still in their containers must be protected from the cold 

temperatures of winter 

 

 

 

 

 



Bury the container 

One of the most reliable ways for home gardeners to over-winter container-grown plants is 

to dig holes in a garden area and set the pots in the ground. Multiple plants can be placed 

pot-to-pot in the ground to minimize the amount of digging needed. After the plants have 

been placed in the holes, place soil around the pots as if planting them. Soil is a good 

insulator and will protect the plant’s roots from extreme cold.  

Plants overwintered in containers should be heeled into the ground after they go dormant 

but before the soil freezes. This is typically within a few weeks after the first frost in the 

fall. Pull containers out of the soil in spring when the extreme temperatures of winter have 

passed and the soil thaws, allowing you to dig and remove the containers. This is typically 

several weeks before the last frost date for your area. 
 

Watering 

Before the soil freezes in the fall and after it thaws in the spring, provide water when 

needed. When the soil is frozen, supplemental irrigation is not necessary. Keep in mind 

that drainage will be different if watering containers are buried in the soil. Containerized 

plants buried in soil will not drain as readily and will likely need less supplemental 

irrigation than they need sitting above ground. Avoid over-watering plants which will 

promote root, crown, and foliar diseases. 
 

Add a blanket of mulch 

An extra layer of mulch can help further insulate perennials and protect their root systems 

and crowns. Apply a 3-to-4 inch thick layer of winter mulch after the top layer of soil has 

begun to freeze, but before your mulch pile freezes preventing you from being able to dig 

and spread the mulch. This is typically shortly after the first hard frost. By putting mulch 

down at this time, you will help stabilize the temperature of the soil. Applying mulch too 

soon may delay freezing and encourage heaving and thawing or prevent plants from going 

fully dormant. Remove mulch in early spring as soon as it thaws enough to pull it off - 

typically around mid-March in much of Iowa. 
 

Protect plants from animals like rabbits and deer 

Be sure to protect above-ground portions of the plants from hungry rabbits, deer, mice, and 

other animal pests. Surround plants with chicken wire fencing pinned to the ground and 

tall enough to prevent access to the plant after heavy snow. If possible, create a dome or 

lid to cover the sides and top of the plant to prevent animal browsing. Tree wrap or plastic 

tree tubes can be used on trees to prevent rabbits and other rodents from stripping bark.  
 

Overwinter in an unheated garage or other building 

Container-grown trees, shrubs, and perennials can also be over-wintered by placing them 

in a moderately cold location (temperatures from 20 to 45 degrees Fahrenheit) over the 

winter months. The cold temperatures will keep the plants dormant until spring. Soil 

moisture must be monitored carefully in this situation. Check moisture levels of the soil 

often during the winter and irrigate if necessary. In an unheated structure, water may be 

needed as often as once every two weeks if temperatures are above freezing. Avoid over-

watering plants. An attached, unheated garage or a three-season porch is often a suitable 

over-wintering location if you are confident the temperatures can stay consistently in the 

20 to 45 degrees Fahrenheit temperature range. Many unheated structures can vary more 

widely in temperature than this. It is important to monitor and adjust temperatures inside 

the structure if needed. 
 

 

 

  



Community Garden Meeting 
 

There will be an informational meeting to discuss the community garden project(s) at 

5:30pm, on Monday, December 13th at the Extension Office - 400 East 11th Street, 

De Witt.  
 

Please note, attending the meeting is NOT a commitment to help with next year's 

gardens. I would really appreciate your help in planning next year's ventures. 
 

 

 

  

December/January Learning Opportunities  

Live Webinars @ The Extension Office 

400 East 11th St, De Witt 

 

This year, the Iowa State Master Gardener program's Winter Webinar Series will operate a 

bit differently in Clinton County. Rather than sending you all a link to watch at home, we 

will instead have the webinar projected on the main screen of our conference room so that 

we can gather, ask questions, and share our insights about the topics being presented. 
 

 

 

  

December 21, 6pm - 7:30pm 

Monarch Habitat in the Home Garden & 

Landscape with Donald Lewis 

 

Declines in the number of monarch butterflies that 

began over two decades ago have led to increased 

interest in what Iowans can do to help. What have 

you done for butterflies and pollinators lately? 

What more could you do? What more should you 

do? These and other questions and issues will be 

explored by Dr. Donald Lewis, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Entomologist. Be sure to bring your insect-related observations, anecdotes, and 

questions for the Q&A. 
 

Please RSVP for this live webinar at the Extension Office by emailing Sam at 

sgenson@iastate.edu with the title of the webinar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

January 4, 6pm - 7:30pm 

Webinar: Planting Design Tips with Lisa Nunamaker 

 

Learn about simple tips to help you arrange plants in your garden. Elements such as form, 

texture, color, massing, and several others are highlighted. 
 

Please RSVP for this live webinar at the Extension Office by emailing Sam at 

sgenson@iastate.edu with the title of the webinar.  
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January 11, 6pm - 7:30pm 

Planting Design Models with Lisa 

Nunamaker 

 

The arrangement of plants is a beautiful process 

that can feel overwhelming. This presentation will 

highlight several planting models (or templates of-

sorts) that you can follow to arrange plants in 

different ways depending on the site or style you 

wish to convey. 
 

Please RSVP for this live webinar at the Extension Office by emailing Sam at 

sgenson@iastate.edu with the title of the webinar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

January 18, 6pm - 7:30pm 

Planting Design Graphics with Lisa 

Nunamaker 

 

You have so many ideas for your garden and 

would like to finally draw something on paper! 

This presentation will show how to draw plant 

symbols, plus showcase the power of drawing 

plants in both plan (top view) and elevation (side 

view). 
 

Please RSVP for this live webinar at the Extension Office by emailing Sam at 

sgenson@iastate.edu with the title of the webinar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome Your New Master Gardner Board Members 

 

Thank you to so many of you who voted. Our new board members, as 

voted on unanimously are Anita Abbott, Dave Boeckmann, Shirley 

Franks, and Willard Larsen.  
 

 

 

  

Holiday Plant Care 
 

December brings many holiday celebrations and traditions. Poinsettia, Christmas 

trees, and amaryllis are just some of the plants that play a role in many holiday 

activities. To find out how to care for all of your holiday plants, click HERE. 
 

 

 

  

ISU Extension Programming:  

Master Conservationist Program 
 

mailto:sgenson@iastate.edu
mailto:sgenson@iastate.edu
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gk8BE3t9JlV-kA4-Xo7t_ZxJaSeCTEGIELHeMH7_bxxvFipLj7F97CQq99ER6JS5XV8gXePAfHxuAOhkIAlwrcXO0kAZHGS7rZ3Xg6VHSYw_szrC515oFIFvdz6La9sDi0U85a_a2RbhK8rDvwy3JFl4xC_5pacusAauZXZcI2JrJ5o2lTGZ464XlERD4KigJf8O0GqaMvw=&c=3ufl91D_vj1QsInAu-kmK4J41YhrfQgZJn1DJXembusuvRnoAeiyIw==&ch=1RsEjv5TwMQmxA-ds3IMRZei-QEzR_mR39YyHFn-l58aYkrQDy_kiQ==


 

 

The Master Conservationist program is a comprehensive educational opportunity through 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. Participants dig deep into understanding 

our land and water and learn how to apply ecological principles to solve rural and urban 

landscape challenges.  
 

Email Sam at sgenson@iastate.edu if you are interested in participating.  
 

 

 

  

Master Gardener Minutes - November 2021 Meeting 
 

MG goals for 2021: 

• Partner with local community groups to promote the use of 

sustainable techniques for growing food at county locations. 
 

• Promote OLC garden development, pollinator habitat, and plant 

labeling. 
 

• Provide horticulture education and training opportunities through 

demonstration, hands-on learning, inquiry, and observation within 

our community. 
 

 

 

  

MASTER GARDENERS  

November 16, 2021 
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9:00 AM  

Extension Office 

 

Attendees: Willard Larson, Gayle Powell, Andrea Witt(remotely), Barb Boeckmann, 

Mary Meyer, Sam Genson, Bev Christiansen, Linda Watson, Loren Andresen, Shirley 

Franks, Linda Lamp, Anita Abbott  

Secretary: Mary Meyer  

October minutes had no corrections and were approved 

 

Committees/Projects/ Events/Reports:    
 

Old Business: PLEASE, PLEASE GET YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS IN 

 

Extension Report: 

• Financial Status: Balance = $6,023.48. Year-to-date expenses = $729.87, 

income = $216.87  Andrea has left a receipt with the office assistants that 

still needs to be paid.  
 

• Director’s Report: Iowa State has Winter Webinars in February & 

March. There was discussion about whether to invite the public or not. It was 

decided that inviting the public would fulfill one of our missions which is to 

educate the public and attract new members to the Master Gardener group. 

There will be both DeWitt and Clinton sites. Topics include canning and 

preserving food and plant propagation. Education hours can also be obtained 

on the Illinois Master Gardener website. Sam noted that he will send out 

opportunities for seminars/presentations in Dubuque and Cedar Rapids, as 

they become available, which are both within driving distance.  
 

Arboretum: Nothing to report at the Arboretum  
 

Hort in the Heartland: A committee consisting of Willard, Andrea, Margo, Gayle & 

Amanda Everheart from Trees Forever will meet in the near future  

 

Community Gardens: Sam expressed deep gratitude to all the Master Gardeners who 

helped with the donation gardens. Next year, they will hire a “Gleaning Coordinator “who 

will be paid by Iowa State and 4H funds to coordinate community volunteers. They will 

talk to FFA groups and church youth groups. In Clinton, they will look for churches or 

other groups that already have plots of land and offer to pay for seeds, plants, and 

education. The member groups will need to be affiliated with food pantries, and assistance 

programs for low-income families or the elderly.  
 

• DeWitt Garden: Completely cleared now. 864 pounds of produce donated.   

• Clinton Garden: Sam has hauled away refuse. 220 pounds of produce 

donated  

 

OLC Maintenance: Willard:  Most of the work was done last week. Another workday 

may be held the week before Thanksgiving, weather permitting. Members are reminded 

that they can work in the OLC any time at their convenience for hours.  
 

New Business: 

• Community Impact Night: Pizza Ranch - January 6, 2022: This is a 

fundraiser that also promotes awareness of Master Gardeners. Members will 

bus tables and deliver requested pizzas. Tips and donations will go to the 



Master Gardeners. Encourage friends and family to attend so there is a good 

turnout.  
 

• Bylaws: An amended copy of the bylaws was distributed. Article III #2 was 

discussed. Sam will ask ISU about the training hours required if a member is 

inactive and wants to become active again. Board opinion was that there are 

many kinds of family emergencies or obligations that could make obtaining 

the required hours too difficult. We do not want to lose good members when 

they face temporary hardships. Article VII #3 was discussed. Sam clarified 

that all expenditures in the budget that have been approved by the MG board 

and the Extension board will not require another approval. Non-budgeted 

items over $500 or $1000 should be approved by the two boards. Sam will 

clarify the exact amount. The by-laws will be finalized in January.  
 

• Installation of new Board members: Willard Larsen, Anita Abbott, Shirley 

Franks & Dave Boeckmann have all been elected and were installed at the 

November meeting.   
 

• Budget:  A budget needs to be developed by the Finance Committee and 

submitted at the January meeting. Barb Boeckmann and Shirley Frank will 

work with Sam to develop the budget.  
 

Holiday Celebration at Buzzy’s: Invitations have been mailed for the holiday celebration 

at Buzzy’s. We included 5 guests, along with inviting the Extension Council. Discussion 

was held about inviting Alma Gaul. The Board sent the request back to Deb N., as chair of 

the holiday celebration. A minimum of 35 guests is required for the event.   Favors will be 

created on November 22 at the Extension Office.  Gayle and Andrea are putting together 

the program, with Sam presenting awards for 100, 500, etc. volunteer hours.   
 

Adjournment: 10:30am  
 

Next meeting: December 6, 2021, Buzzy’s in Welton. Decorating at 4:30, Social hour at 

5:30, and supper at 6:30.   
 

 

 

  

Have article ideas? Email Sam at sgenson@iastate.edu  
 

  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, 

go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext.    
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