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FOR RURAL AND URBAN FAMILIES
Crop Marketing Highlights Research Farm Field Day
Terry Basol, Extension Field Agronomist
Ken Pecinovsky, NE Iowa Research and Demonstration Farm

AMES, Iowa – The Iowa State University Northeast Research and
Demonstration Farm will host its annual fall field day on Sept. 5. The
event will run from 1-4:15 p.m. and will focus on best practices for
marketing, gypsum and liming practices, and pest management.
The field day is free and open to the public. It will be begin at the
Borlaug Learning Center, located at the Northeast Research and
Demonstration Farm, 3321 290th Street, Nashua.
Steve Johnson, farm management specialist with ISU Extension and
Outreach, will kick-off the program by providing his insights on the crop
market and its outlook. Antonio Mallarino, professor and extension
specialist in agronomy at Iowa State, will discuss recent research on
the use of high rates of gypsum, as well as provide a soil lime/pH
update.

From there the event will move outside for the farm wagon tour.
Meaghan Anderson, field agronomist with ISU Extension and
Outreach, will share her thoughts on weed management, herbicide
resistance and crop injury. Daren Mueller, associate professor and
extension specialist in plant pathology and microbiology at Iowa State,
will review corn and soybean diseases that have impacted farmers in
2018 and how to manage them in 2019.
Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) credits are available (1 NM, 2 PM, 1
CM). For more information, contact Terry Basol, extension field
agronomist, at 641-426-6801.
Directions to the Northeast Research and Demonstration Farm: From
Nashua at the Jct. of Hwy 218 (Exit 220) and Co. Rd. B60, go west on
B60 1.1 miles to Windfall Ave., then south 1 mile to 290th St., then
east 0.2 miles to the farm.
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to the Diversity Officer, 515-2941482, extdiversity@iastate.edu.
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Is late summer/early fall a good time to plant trees?
Richard Jauron, ISU Extension

Mid-August through September is an excellent time to plant pine,
spruce, and other evergreens. (Evergreens planted in late October
or November may not have adequate time to become established
before the onset of winter and could be subject to desiccation injury
and death.) Deciduous trees and shrubs can be planted from
August through early November.
Water newly planted trees every day for 3 or 4 days and then
gradually reduce the frequency of watering. When watering, slowly
apply water to the rootball and the surrounding soil. A thorough watering every 7 to 10 days (in dry
weather) should be sufficient 3 to 4 weeks after planting. Continue watering until the ground
freezes.

Learn at Home or on the go with ISU Extension and Outreach YouTube Videos
Interested in getting science-based information on ISU Extension and Outreach topics ranging from
beekeeping to raising apples to starting an aquaponics farming system? With todays’ technology
you can access this 24/7 from a library of short and informative YouTube videos from your computer
or smart phone by going to: https://www.youtube.com/user/uknowvideos/vidoes.
Currently these topics and number of videos are available and are being expanded:

Constructing and managing vegetable crops in high tunnel buildins - 12 videos

Beekeeping for beginners and how to manage hives, harvesting honey, queen
management - 9 videos

Building and managing aquaponics systems for raising fish - 4 videos

Harvesting and storing apples, sweet potatoes, tomatoes - 7 videos

Others include such as pet care - 7 videos; Emerald Ash Borer signs and management
- 11 videos
The strong turnout in area beekeeping classes is reflected in the large selection of videos in the
above summary.
This medium is another method for ISU Extension and Outreach to provide unbiased, science-based
information for out citizens. It’s extending university knowledge to you.

ISU Survey: Iowa’s Farmland Owners Continue to Age
Wendong Zhang, Alejandro Plastina, ISU Extension Economists

An Iowa State University study shows that the age of Iowa’s farmland owners continues to rise, with a record
high 35 percent aged 75 years or older in 2017.
Sixty percent were over the age of 65, which is 5 percentage points higher than 2007 and twice the level
recorded in 1982, say Wendong Zhang and Alejandro Plastina, assistant professors and extension
economists at Iowa State, who released results of the 2017 Farmland Ownership and Tenure survey at a
press conference Thursday in Ames.
Conducted by Iowa State University since the 1940s, the Farmland Ownership and Tenure Survey —
completed every five years — focuses on forms of ownership, tenancy and transfer of farmland in Iowa, and
characteristics of landowners. The latest survey was conducted in July 2017.
Aging farmland owners is one of several notable trends found in the latest survey, said Zhang and Plastina,
both assistant professors of economics.
“An increasing amount of land is cash rented,” Zhang said. “In 1982, leased farmland was equally divided
between cash rent and crop share leases. However, by 2017, 82 percent of leased farmland was under a
cash rent arrangement. Two primary reasons for the trend away from crop share and towards cash rent
agreements are that landowners have become more dispersed and the number of landowners per tenant has
increased. Both these trends make payment in grain and keeping grain differentiated by owner more difficult.”
More farmland is now owned debt free, the researchers said. In 2017, 82 percent of Iowa farmland was debt
free, a significant increase from 62 percent in 1982 and 78 percent in 2012. This could be the result of profits
earned during good crop years in 2012 and 2014 and profitable livestock production years like 2014.
The survey found that reasons for owning farmland are changing. “The survey found three primary reasons for
owning farmland,” Plastina said. “Almost half — 49 percent — is owned for current income, 19 percent is
owned for long-term investment and 29 percent is owned for family or sentimental reasons. The remaining
reasons include owning a house with an acreage and for recreation purposes.”
Zhang and Plastina said the data show a trend away from sole ownership and joint tenancy towards
institutionalized ownership structures, such as trusts and corporations.
“In 2017, trusts accounted for 20 percent of all acres in Iowa, while three decades ago almost no land was
owned in that fashion,” Zhang said. “In contrast, the share of farmland owned by sole owners or joint tenancy
declined from 80 percent of farmland in 1982 to only half in 2017.”
Taken together, these major trends have significant implications for when and how farmland is intended to be
transferred to the next generation, the Iowa State economists said.
The latest survey found willing or giving land to family remained the most popular method of intended land
transfer. The second most popular method of intended land transfer was the establishment of trusts.
“These recent trends reveal that only 7 percent of Iowa farmland was intended to be sold to a nonfamily
member,” said Zhang. “Recent federal and state tax policy changes, especially the reinforcements of steppedup basis for farmland transition and 1031 exchanges for farmland, will likely continue making the farmland
market tight with limited land sales.”
Complete results of the survey are available at https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/6492. A video of the
press conference is available at https://vimeo.com/277524155. Zhang and Plastina’s presentation slides are
available at http://bit.ly/2017IFOTSPresentation.

Iowa State University Integrated Pest Management Program Announces
New YouTube Channel
Ethan Stoetzer, Communications Specialist ll

The Iowa State University Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program is proud to announce
the creation of its own YouTube Channel through which to promote the efforts of Iowa State
University scientists and researchers in providing means-tested crop and pest management
solutions to stakeholders in the state of Iowa and beyond.
At the “Integrated Pest Management Iowa State University” channel, viewers will find content
detailing the efforts and reaches of the IPM program, best practices and information, as well as
demonstrations on how to properly identify and evaluate various insect and disease pests, and their impacts
on field crops.
“With the creation of a specified channel for Iowa State University IPM, the IPM program will be able to
diversify the information and content we create to make it more adaptive, more understandable and more
effective in promoting our message,” said IPM Director Daren Mueller, professor of plant pathology and
microbiology. “The use of video will further our mission to inform farmers, gardeners and agribusiness
professionals of the best crop and pest management techniques, to not only create optimal yields, but to
prevent pest resistance and other adverse consequences of chemical misuse.”
In addition, the new channel will feature videos from the Extension and Outreach Plant and Insect Diagnostic
Clinic (PIDC) about identifying horticultural diseases and pests in homes and gardens, as well as showcase
“How To…” videos about sampling and pest prevention.
The channel will also feature custom playlists of video content created outside of the Iowa State University
IPM program, as a way to communicate the efforts and research of various departments across several
universities in the region to promote the overall mission of Integrated Pest Management: helping stakeholders
effectively and safely manage pests.

The IPM program will use the YouTube channel as one of several ways to promote means-tested practices for
crop and pest management. Please click the subscribe link on our channel to make sure that you never miss
a video the program creates. To get involved on the most up-to-date activities regarding IPM, follow the
program on Twitter @IPM_ISU.

What’s that vine growing in the ditch?

Gretchen Voyle, Michigan State University Extension

Wild cucumber, Echinocystis lobata, is a vine native to much of the United
States and Canada. It can also be found in many areas of the world. This
vine is usually found in places that have adequate soil moisture like close to
ponds and streams or bottom land. This year, however, generous rains have
encouraged them to grow in more locations and get bigger than many people
have reported in other years.
Wild cucumber is a member of the cucurbit family with domestic relatives like squash, pumpkins and
cucumbers, but it does not produce anything edible. This annual plant appears a bit later in the growing
season and hits its peak after the end of July and into August. The vine is a light green with alternately placed,
palmate, light green leaves that have five points on them. The stems are relatively easy to break, but the
tendrils by which they cling, are extremely tough. It grows by wrapping its tendrils in curls and spirals around
whatever it is climbing on and goes vertical for up to 15 to 25 feet.
If the wild cucumber vine has covered a shrub or small tree, it could block that plant’s ability for
photosynthesis. This could have a detrimental effect on the tree or shrub. Cut the cucumber vine off or
carefully remove it from your plant. Those tendrils hold on very tightly.

Improving Your Farm Lease Contract
Importance of Leasing More than half of Iowa’s farmland is rented to tenant operators. In parts of central and northern
Iowa half to two-thirds of the land is tenant-operated. On the other hand, in south central and southeast Iowa, slightly
less than one-half of the land is farmed by a tenant. The trend over the past several decades has been for more of Iowa’s farmland to be leased rather than operated by its owners. In many cases, retired farmers or their heirs wish to continue to own farms, but do not want to operate them. Farmers with limited capital also find that they can more easily
reach an efficient scale of operation by renting rather than owning. Leasing farmland involves a business agreement
between the owner and the operator. A farm lease is a legal instrument that describes that agreement. The lease provides the basis for combining the landlord’s and the tenant’s resources of land, labor, capital, and management to efficiently produce farm commodities.
Common Types of Leases The four most common types of leases used in Iowa are the fixed cash lease, the flexible
cash lease, the crop-share lease, and the custom farming contract. The common terms of these leases are described
below. Fixed Cash Lease Under a fixed cash lease the tenant pays a given amount of cash rent per acre per year for the
use of the farm resources. The landlord may put some restrictions on what crops can be grown, or what tillage, conservation, and pest control practices can be used.
Flexible Cash Lease A variation of the fixed cash lease is a flexible lease, in which the actual rent to be paid depends on
the actual yields attained and/or the selling prices available during the lease period. This ensures that the rent paid is in
line with the profitability of the crops grown that year. Sometimes government payments and crop insurance benefits are
also included in calculating the gross revenue.
Crop-share Lease The distinguishing characteristic of a crop-share lease is that the owner receives a share of the crop
and USDA payments as a return for the land resources used. In Iowa, a typical division for corn and soybeans is for the
landlord to receive one-half of the grain. A variation is a 50-50 crop-share lease with a small cash payment to offset
some of the seed technology fees or reduced tillage.
Custom Farming Contract Under a custom farming contract the operator supplies all the labor and equipment needed to
perform tillage, planting, pest control, harvesting, and moving crops to storage. The landowner pays all other expenses,
and receives all the crop and any USDA payments. The custom operator receives a fixed payment per acre from the
owner, or a fixed payment for each operation performed. Some agreements pay the custom operator a bonus for meeting certain planting date or yield goals. Others provide for the operator to receive a percentage of the crop instead of a
cash payment, generally from 20 to 25 percent.
Have a Written Lease Written leases make the lease terms more definite and leave less chance for disagreement and
misunderstanding. People tend to selectively recall only those portions of conversations that reinforce their point-of-view.
It protects not only the original parties, but also assignees and heirs in case either party should die, or the farm is sold. A
written lease encourages both parties to consider all aspects of the lease before the lease period begins. Decisions are
made before the problems occur. In subsequent years, it provides a basis for changing provisions when conditions
change. Written leases also provide documentation in case of a tax audit or for settling an estate. Lease agreements
that cover more than one crop year are required to be in writing, and leases written for five years or more must be notarized and recorded at the county recorder’s office by the tenant.
Termination of a Farm Lease A farm lease automatically continues from year to year unless either party gives a written
notice of termination separate from the lease. In Iowa, a lease termination notice must be properly served in writing by
September 1, prior to the end of the lease year. This applies to both cash and crop-share leases, but not to custom
farming agreements. A written lease may state a date earlier than September 1 for serving a termination notice. The requirement to terminate a farm lease by September 1 does not apply to tracts under 40 acres in size (in Iowa) used primarily for an animal feeding operation. However, even an oral lease is automatically renewed if it is not properly terminated in time.
Summary A good lease is the first step toward a satisfactory operating relationship between a landlord and a tenant.
Although it is difficult to develop a lease that will provide for all possible situations,
the parties should try to anticipate areas where problems could arise and include
provisions in the lease to handle them. Only the parties involved can determine what
is fair to each and what the final agreement should be. Many factors influence a leasing agreement, and each contract should be modified to fit the individual situation.
For the complete article: https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/wholefarm/pdf/c201.pdf
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Calendar of Events
AUGUST
23
Farmland Leasing Meeting, Butler County Extension Office, 1:30 - 4:30 pm
(registration required) FLYER
28
Women in Ag: Annie's Project (6 part series), Chickasaw County Extension Office, 6-9 pm (registration required)
30
Bill Arndofer's Retirement Party, Black Hawk Extension office, 4:00 - 6:00 pm
SEPTEMBER
3
Labor Day, Extension Office closed
4
First Lego League Club, Butler County Extension office, 6:30 - 8 pm
5
Butler County Extension Council Meeting, Black Hawk Extension Office, 7 pm
6
4-H Leaders Meeting, Butler County Extension office, 7 pm
10 4-H Advisory Committee, Butler County Extension Office, 7 pm
22 Kid Fest, Butler County Fairgrounds, Allison
OCTOBER
3 Butler County Extension Council Meeting, Butler County Extension Office, 7 pm
17 CIC: Roadside, Forest, Aquatic Pest Management, Butler Co Extension Office, 9 11:00 am (registration required)
25 CIC: Mosquito & Public Health Pest Management, Butler Co Extension Office, 9 11:00 am (registration required)

