
Soybean stand reduction / yield loss estimates.  The four tables cover original stands from 180,000 to 15,000 on the vertical axis, 

and stand loss from 180,000 to zero on the horizontal axis.  The numbers within the charts represent percent yield reduction. 

 

 

 



Soybean yield loss from leaf defoliation.  Soybeans still in the vegetative stages have no estimated yield reduction associated with 

leaf loss, however, significant hail damage also results in cut-off nodes, stem breakage and bruising.  These are all factored into 

calculations on yield reductions. 

 

 

Stem bruising.  The most unpredictable damage to soybeans is stem bruising.  A severe bruise is one that penetrates and partially 

dries or discolors the pith tissue.  The pith is the soft white tissue in the center of the stem.  Fields with severe stem bruising are usually 

deferred to harvest because of concerns with lodging. 

 



Soybean yield loss from nodes cut-off or broken over.  Figures 5 and 6 provide examples of cut-off and broken nodes, respectively. 

 

 


