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…and justice for all
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activi-
ties on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital 
status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public 
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file 
a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in 
cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Cathann A. Kress, director, Cooperative 
Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa.

SP 303   Revised   February 2012

Find answers 
at the Plant and Insect 
Diagnostic Clinic
Improving the quality of life for Iowans

Got plant or insect 

problems?

Mission
The Plant and Insect Diagnostic Clinic promotes 

the health of plants and people. The clinic also 

enables the economic success of enterprises 

related to plants and pest control through 

diagnostic information provided to Iowa State

University Extension and Outreach personnel 

and the citizens of Iowa. Clients are educated 

on the ecologically sound practices of integrated 

pest management of plant diseases, weeds, and 

insect pests.



Services 	 Cost

Household insect ID, plant/weed ID, 
mushroom ID $10

Diagnosis of plant problems (plant 
disease, insect damage, herbicide injury) $20

Soybean Cyst Nematode Egg Count: 
in-state $20

Complete Nematode Count: in-state $35

How to submit a sample 

PLANTS
•	 When possible, send entire plant or enough plant 
	 material to show all disease stages. 
•	 Wrap in dry paper towel or newspaper
•	 Place in loose plastic bag
•	 Ship as soon as possible in sturdy box

INSECTS
•	 Send several specimens, if possible 
•	 Place soft insects (larvae, aphids, etc.)                             
	 in a small vial of hand sanitizer
•	 Place hard insects (beetles, moths, etc.) 
	 in a small non-crushable container 
	 with loosely crumpled tissue
•	 Ship in sturdy box or padded envelope	

Samples may be mailed to the Plant and Insect 
Diagnostic Clinic or dropped off at any ISU Extension 
and Outreach county office.

http://clinic.ipm.iastate.edu    

Serving Iowans
Iowa State University’s Extension and Outreach 
Plant and Insect Diagnostic Clinic helps Iowans 
diagnose and manage plant diseases, weeds, and 
insects in landscapes, fields, and homes.
 
The diagnostic clinic serves stakeholders through-
out Iowa 
•	 Farmers and producers	  
•	 Homeowners	  
•	 Commercial service providers in landscape
	 and pest management	  
•	 State and federal regulatory agencies

For more information 
 Visit the clinic website for more on sample submis-
sion and information on common plant diseases and 
insects or log on to the ISU Extension & Outreach 
Horticulture & Home Pest Newsletter for articles 
on horticulture, plant care, pest management and 
common household pests.

http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews/


