
Eggers Farms Summer 2016 Update 
 

Happenings 
The last newsletter summarized our 2015 
harvest. I shared challenges with the 2015 
crop year and how we addressed those 
challenges. Let me know if you’d like 
additional copies of that newsletter for your 
records, or to share with others. 
 
Over the winter there were several programs 
I went to for technical updates. Changes in 
potential crop safety options and ways to 
minimize the costs of production while 
keeping production at acceptable levels were 
the emphasis of most of those updates. 
 
As we moved into the spring conditions 
were right for planting earlier than normal. 
We took a bit of a risk and got an early start. 
We were well ahead of schedule, then the 
rains started in the last week of April. We 
planted every chance we got during May, 
and felt like we were behind schedule. As I 
reviewed the Crop Progress Report 
preparing for this newsletter I found that we 
were ahead of, then on pace with the five-
year average. 
 
Crop Progress 
I’ve mentioned this in past summer 
newsletters, but it bears repeating. If you 
want to see how things are going in 
southwest Iowa, the weekly crop progress 
update is a great resource. You can find the 
current update at 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_Sta
te/Iowa/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Con
dition/ - let me know if you want me to 
email the link to you instead of retyping it. 
Then you can bookmark it and check every 
week. You can always give me a call too, 
and I’ll let you know how the crops are 
doing on your farm. As of this newsletter, 

I’d say the corn crop is setting up for better 
than average and the soybean crop is setting 
up for poorer than average. We have two 
full growing months ahead of us, so I’m 
basing this forecast on the crop conditions as 
of today. 
 
Weather Update 
As of today, the weather is great. We’ve had 
some days that were warmer than normal. 
We had weeks that were dryer than normal 
after the crops were planted. Recently we’ve 
had beneficial rains and we’re hoping for a 
good weather pattern to dominate during the 
summer. If you’re concerned about drought, 
check out Drought Monitor website 
(http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateD
roughtMonitor.aspx?IA). It currently has the 
area around us at D0 – Abnormally Dry, but 
your farm is in the none area. We’re Ok as 
of right now.  
 

 
 
Commodity Prices 
Corn and soybean prices had a rally this 
spring, and the corn prices have really gone 
down since then. The soybean prices are 
looking good now. Of course, the crop is 
still in the field. I was able to pre-harvest 
price some of the crop at those higher prices. 



Based on the planting and weather outlook, I 
was a little more conservative than I 
would’ve been in a “normal” year. The local 
elevator is currently offering $3.10 per 
bushel for harvest delivered corn and $10 
per bushel for harvest delivered soybeans.  
 
December 2016 Corn Futures Contract 

 
 
November 2016 Soybean Futures Contract 

 
 
The current corn price is well below my cost 
of production. I’ve been working on cutting 
those costs where I can. It looks like that’s 
something I’ll need to work even harder on 
this summer, fall, and next winter. There are 
only so many times you can raise a crop 
with costs greater than returns. Assuming 
the soybeans catch up, the prices look good. 
I don’t anticipate losing money on the 
soybeans growing on your farm. 
 
Technology 
If you’ve visited the area recently you might 
have seen crops that look different or 
equipment that looks different. On our farm 

we’re excited about the Dicamba tolerant 
soybeans that are coming out. Crop Safety is 
the term now used by many when talking 
about the use of herbicides. You can see the 
weeds, or plants out of place, that are ready 
to grow when there’s a skip in the pesticide 
application. We’re always trying to balance 
the cost of the herbicide, control of weeds, 
and impact on yield as we make choices.  
 
Summary 
 
If you’d like links to additional resources or 
answers that are more technical in nature, let 
me know. I try to keep this newsletter brief 
so it can be sent in a timely fashion. I want 
to provide an update without overwhelming 
you with information you may find 
unnecessary. 
 
The purpose of this newsletter is to make 
sure you feel better informed about your 
land and myself as your tenant. I appreciate 
the ability to farm your land, and I hope to 
do so well into the future. Please do feel free 
to share this with your family members. If 
you know other landowners in the area, you 
could share this newsletter with them too. 
 
Upcoming Events 
A Farm Leasing Arrangements Meeting will 
be put on by ISU Extension on August 24 in 
Shenandoah, IA. They’re having morning 
and afternoon sessions. This year I hear they 
are playing a cost of production game. Over 
1,800 people went to the Farm Leasing 
Arrangements meetings that were held 
across the state in 2015. To pre-register or 
get more information, call 712 542 5171. 
 
Feel free to contact me at: 
Tim Eggers 
311 East Washington St 
Clarinda, IA 51632 
teggers@iastate.edu 
712 542 5171 


