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Animal ID Forms Due May 15 
If you need office staff assistance, please contact us as 
soon as possible. If you are exhibiting sheep, goats, 
breeding beef, bottle/bucket calf, cow-calf pair, dairy, feeder 
calves, dog, swine, horse/pony or leased horse, you will 
need to enter in 4hOnline 2.0 by May 15.NO LATE 
SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED! FFA exhibitors 
need to fill out an ID form and return to the Extension office 
on or before May 15.  

 
Camp of Discovery   
Mark your calendars to attend 
Camp of Discovery, June 6-
8, 2023, at Camp Nebowa 
outside of Onawa, Iowa. Camp 
of Discovery is offered for 
youth completing grades 5, 6, 
and 7 in Spring 2023. 
Experience the adventure and 
excitement of three days filled 
with 4-H camping traditions 
and favorite activities, 
including nature hikes, canoeing, fishing, archery, swimming, 
camp songs, and campfires. Bring a friend with you and 
make new ones while you are there too!  
Camp will run from Tuesday, June 6 until our closing 
ceremony on Thursday, June 8.  
The camp will be filled at 50 youth, so register before it fills 
up! Registration deadline is May 25, 2023, and costs $200. 
Make sure to check with your County Extension Office, as 
many have financial assistance for 4-H members attending 
camp! Scholarships are also available from the Iowa 4-H 
Foundation, visit www.iowa4hfoundation.com for information 
on this funding opportunity. 
Contact your local Iowa State University Extension & 
Outreach County Office for more information about Camp of 
Discovery. 
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2023 Shelby County Summer Day Camps 
Make plans now to join Shelby County Extension and Outreach summer day camps. On June 
22 from 9-3 we will hold Astro Camp for youth grades K-3 (completed spring 2023) and June 28 
from 9-3 we will hold Robotics Camp for youth grades 4-8 (completed spring 2023). 
At Astro Camp we will learn about some of the mysteries of space while exploring the science of 
color, building a moon habitat, experimenting with gravity, launching a rocket and so much 
more.   
At Robotics Camp we will learn basic coding using the EV3 robot. Teams will build and program 
their robot to perform two different challenges.   
Cost for these day long camps is $20, which includes lunch. To register, please contact the 
Shelby County Extension and Outreach office at 755-3104. Space is limited, payment must be 
received to reserve your child’s spot.  
The fees for service will be used to offset direct expenses and to support the 4-H Youth 
Development County Extension Program. 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or 
accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext.   

 

 
 

2023 Shelby County Fair Themes                                            
The 2022-2023 State 4-H Council is pleased to announce “Spy Your 
Potential” as the 2023 Iowa 4-H Youth Conference Theme. This will 
also be the theme for 4-H club booths at the Shelby County Fair.  
The Shelby County Fair Board has announced the 2023 Shelby County 
Fair Theme is “Best Days of Summer”. This is the fair parade theme 
to use in for decorating 4-H club floats.   
 

2023 Shelby County Fair Book: Iowa Fair | Shelby County Iowa Fair 
| Harlan 
 
 

4-H Member Enrollment Due May 15  
New and re-enrolling 4-H members enrollment must be approved in 4hOnline 2.0 by May 15 to 
be eligible to exhibit at the county fair. Call the Extension office to verify your enrollment status.   

 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext
https://www.shelbycountyiowafair.org/
https://www.shelbycountyiowafair.org/
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Dog Workshops 
It’s time to work those dogs again!  If you are enrolled in a dog project and wish to work your 
dog, you can. The series of workshops begins on Wednesday, May 3 at the Shelby County 
Fairgrounds and will run for about 9 weeks.  Resource Project Leader, Linda Heflin, will lead the 
workshops. They will be fun and interesting for anyone from the beginner to advanced 
members.  
There are some health requirements that you must follow in order to attend. Please be sure that 
your dog has current vaccinations for distemper, rabies, and parvovirus.  You should also be 
sure to have them on flea and tick preventives. Female dogs that are in-season should not 
be brought to sessions during that time. Youth should attend even when the dog cannot.  
It is highly recommended that anyone planning on showing their dog at the Shelby Co. Fair 4-H 
Dog Show attend these workshops. Non-4-H youth and adults can also participate in the 
workshops. Things that you will need to bring to the workshops include: 

▪ Your dog (clean and free of fleas and ticks, no in-season females) 
▪ A six foot leather or nylon leash and choker chain or flat collar 
▪ Current vaccination certificate for your dog from the vet 
▪ Registration fee ($10.00 each youth, $30.00 adults) 

We encourage everyone to be weather aware as these dog workouts begin. If the forecast 
causes weather concerns, we encourage you to stay home as the workout will likely be 
cancelled.   
Don’t forget, first session is on Wednesday, May 3 beginning at 7:00 p.m. Keep in mind that dog 
I.D. must be in Fair Entry by the May 15 deadline. 
 

Be Thrifty This Year for Healthy Living 
Planning, shopping, and preparing a nutritious meal is an important life skill. This challenge 
encourages participants to explore the different sections of a grocery store and consider a 
variety of money saving strategies to plan a nutritious meal while sticking to a limited budget. 
Participants in this special exhibition will need to combine their knowledge of nutrition, meal 
planning, and financial responsibility to successfully plan a nutritious meal with limited funds. 
Sign up in Fair Entry and create a balanced, nutritious meal for family of four (4) that includes a 
serving from each of the five food groups with a budget of $11.  

 
Learn How by Entering the Table Setting Contest  
The Table Setting Contest is a fun way to learn how to properly set a table, express originality 
and creativity in choosing a theme, present to a judge, express knowledge of food, and have fun 
planning a special occasion meal for entertaining. Find more information in the Shelby County 
Fair Book and sign up in Fair Entry after May 15.  

 

Food for 2023 4-H Fairs  
Along with the Foods for Iowa 4-H Fairs – Quick Reference Guide (2023), ISU Extension and 
Outreach AnswerLine recently shared the blog post “Safe Frosting for Iowa 4-H Fairs”. 
Exhibitors are encouraged to use this information as a guide when selecting recipes for the fair. 
Plan for a successful fair experience. Food safety should always be considered when preparing 
food.   

 
 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=97770472&msgid=237719&act=92DE&c=1802552&pid=6713782&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fstore.extension.iastate.edu%2Fproduct%2F6434&cf=34795&v=075d4e98a7b3e253feb6e7c2f89635ccae42077d4fe355f1661be8b05cef3097
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=97770472&msgid=237719&act=92DE&c=1802552&pid=6713782&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.extension.iastate.edu%2Fanswerline%2F2023%2F02%2F14%2Fsafe-frosting-for-iowa-4-h-fairs%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0lTHSaXmiQJic0CRwtYIyHVS5TfgfnGZpSmtVaZCdPZj6DEW3BqkT7F8I&cf=34795&v=d7981b78cb087880aef1f938380a6b6d6347d48c9c185cb8d28ee2ff19065b4e
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For Fair 2023 Consider: Awardrobe Clothing Event 
4-H members in grades 9-12 interested in showcasing apparel design and production 
knowledge share their understanding and use of design elements and principles within one of 
four classes. The member selects one of four categories in their chosen class. The four 
categories are athletic wear, formal wear, everyday wear, and costume. 

 
• Fashion Revue: Fashion Revue is for clothing project area members who will model an 

outfit of one to three pieces that they have constructed, hand-knitted, machine-knitted, or 
crocheted during the current 4-H year. 

• $20 Challenge: The $20 Challenge is for 4-H members to model an outfit purchased for 
$20 or less from resale venues such as garage sales, consignment, or thrift stores, etc., 
that represents an intended use for the selected outfit. The participant should have had 
individual or group experiences: choosing shopping alternatives; evaluating fit, quality, 
and construction features; and comparing prices. A receipt is required. 

• Clothing Selection: Clothing selection is for selected or purchased outfits that represent 
the 4-H member’s goal or intended use based on individual or group experiences: 
choosing shopping alternatives; evaluating fit, quality, and construction features; and 
comparing prices. 

• Innovative Design: The innovative design class encourages creativity and out-of-the-box 
thinking when creating an outfit. These designs can be theatrical costumes, cosplay, 
wearable technology, sustainable/upcycled fashion, and/or outfits that use 
unconventional materials. The garment(s) may be modeled by the exhibitor or the 
individual it was designed for. 

 
 
 
  



5 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, 
go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

 

 
 
Livestock exhibitors (4-H and FFA) are required to complete YQCA Training in 
2023. This training is for exhibitors of beef, goats, poultry, rabbits, sheep & swine at the 
county and state fair. 
YQCA requires all youth to recertify every year. ALL 4-Hers need to create an account on the 
YQCA platform. The help sheet below will help you create a new account. Link to YQCA site: 
https://yqcaprogram.org/ Link to Help sheet: https://yqcaprogram.org/local/pdf/ 
YQCA_HelpDoc_GettingYourWBTCertification.pdf YCQA Online Training: (Cost $12.00 per 
year, able to complete at home and 4-H’er MUST email xshelby@iastate.edu  or bring a copy of 
your certificate of completion to be put on file. 
If you have any questions, please call the Shelby County Extension office at (712)755-3104. 

TRAINING DEADLINE FOR ALL LIVESTOCK EXHIBITORS IS MAY 15, 2023. 
 

No Livestock Project Workshop Attendance Requirement  
4-H members can exhibit livestock at this year’s county fair without attending a livestock 
project area workshop. Attendance at a club or other available educational livestock workshops, 
for any species, can be valuable and is encouraged.   
 

Breeding Beef ID 
Breeding beef required ID: a tattoo plus one of the following: registration number, calfhood 
vaccination number or USDA 4-H tag. Also, breed and birthdate.    
 

Entering Ear Tags in 4-HOnline 
When entering ear tags in 4-hOnline be sure to list all the 
digits on the tag. Ear tags are available at the Extension 
office. All tag numbers must be entered by May 15.   
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Bottle/Bucket Calf Source  
We’ve had some changes with these calves since last fair.  There is no county calf pick-up date 
this year. Bottle/bucket calf auction options: 

Red Oak/Omaha Livestock Market | Farm Equipment | Red Oak IA 
(redoaklivestock.com) 
Denison Livestock Auction | Denison Iowa 
DUNLAP LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC. - Cattle Auctions 

 

Horse Workouts  
Horse project members are required to work with their animal(s) during at least THREE county 
horse project workouts at the fairgrounds arena. 2023 Schedule: Wednesdays (started 4/19) at 

https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/pdf/
mailto:xshelby@iastate.edu
https://www.redoaklivestock.com/
https://www.redoaklivestock.com/
https://www.denisonlivestock.com/
https://dunlaplivestock.com/cattle-auctions_1.html
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6 p.m. All practices will be weather permitting. Listen to KNOD and watch Facebook for weather 
cancellations. Remember a helmet is required every ride—every time. 

Containers Needed 
4-H Poultry Superintendent Pam Borkowski is collecting empty Cool Whip containers for waters 
and feeders at the Fair. If you have some of these clean containers, feel free to drop them off at 
the Extension office.   
 

Shelby County 4-H Quilt 
Sewing project work continues on a county 4-H quilt. 4-H members are welcome to make quilt 
blocks using 4-H fabric.  If you are interested, please contact Addison Obrecht (712) 579-1248 
or Ronda Bissen (402) 651-3958 for details.   
 

4-H’ers for 4-H 
This annual campaign is conducted by youth member of the State 4-H Council Finance 
Committee. 4-H clubs across the state are encouraged to donate $3 per 4-H member. The 
funds raised support financial aid, State 4-H Conference and other projects voted on by the 
State -H Council. The campaign runs through June 15, 2023. Clubs should submit their 
contribution, accompanied by the Club Donation form, to the Extension office.   

 

Pop Tabs for Jacy 
The State 4-H Council is carrying on Jacy McAlexander’s legacy through their 6th annual “Pop 
Tabs for Jacy” initiative. The State Council aims to collect 1,000 lbs. (10 lbs from each county) 
The top 5 counties to collect the most poundage by June 1 will be recognized at the Iowa 4-H 
Youth Conference. Bring your pop tabs to the Extension office. Let’s get in the top 5!   

 

Mental Health Awareness Month 
May is Mental Health Awareness Month and when we think of 
the 4 H’s, head, heart, hands, and health, they’re all stronger 
when we prioritize our mental health and well-being. With an 
increase in youth mental illness and suicide and the challenge 
of balancing everything in our busy lives, Iowa 4-H is 
committed to offering mental well-being programs and 
resources for youth and families to learn new tools and skills 
for healthier lifestyles and managing stress. Check out some 
of what’s available: • THRIVE Youth-Adult Retreat • Mindful 
Teen • Wellness/Helpline Magnet (English) • 
Wellness/Helpline Magnet (Spanish) • Mental Health Matters! 
• Mindful Nature Hike BINGO For additional programs, 
resources, and information, contact 4-H Career Pathways 
Academy & Mental Well-Being Specialist, Tiffany Berkenes at 
berkenes@iastate.edu. If you’re thinking about suicide, are worried about a friend or loved one, 
or would like emotional support, the free and confidential 9-8-8 Lifeline network is available 24/7 
across the U.S. 
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Iowa 4-H Youth Conference 
Join the State 4-H Council at the Iowa 4-H Youth Conference, "Spy Your 
Potential" taking place in Ames on the campus of Iowa State University, 

June 27-29!  
This conference is planned BY youth FOR youth in grades 8th-12th - open to 
all youth (not just 4-H members)! Prepare to investigate your interests and 
passions at the conference in the form of educational workshops, keynote 

sessions, service-learning, new friends, and more! 🔍 

 
Registration deadline is June 1, 2023 in 4HOnline. Registration is open now! 

 
Check the website for more details such as conference agenda, workshops, financial aid 

options, and more. https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/iowa4hyouthconference 

 
Dates to Remember 
May 
 1  - Office closed until 1 pm 

2   - Broiler orders due 
3   - Dog workshops begin 

 8   - 4-H Youth Committee 
15 -  Animal Identification and 4-H Enrollment Deadline 
16 - Fair Entry opens 

  
June 
 12 - 4-H Youth Committee 
 15 - Fair entries due 
 22 - Astro Camp day camp 

27-29 - Iowa 4-H Youth Conference 
27 - 4-H Superintendent meeting, 6:30 pm  
28 - Robotics day camp 

 
July  
 9-17 - Shelby County Fair 
 
August 
 5 –  SW Iowa Table Setting Contest 
 10-20 Iowa State Fair 

https://www.facebook.com/IowaStateU?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX65xyC45aA_KjhWxfRhDsk8VXhSw5Aw65ALna9emDGGmHM_ht7wczWjTVrEA5Z_UABJXCudH0t8ToNCus10JzagGaT2jHprjfNu9qBwOqpil-2iaumJg78rzjwA_LlV6Nfbap8WIStcXJ9jlcUxg2Eny5dJFI_arpt7YdIU5hYTw&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/iowa4hyouthconference?fbclid=IwAR0BlPDXPToW-8FelVlLVdQTqkK90hD0m3gQBkdtar6jIZlZhwcHhsHraN4

