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Address:  

ISU Extension and Outreach 
Shelby County 
906 6th Street 
Harlan, IA 51537 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday:  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Contact: 

712-755-3104 
xshelby@iastate.edu 
www.extension.iastate.edu/s
helby  

 

 

 
 

Office News 
It’s fair time! The 4-H fair green book should have arrived in 
your home mailboxes ahead of this newsletter. As always, 
please read through everything carefully.   
By now you have finished, or are close to finishing, some if 
not all, of your projects. Those completed projects 
demonstrate many important pieces of learning that you have 
done over the past weeks and months. Fair time is an 
opportunity for 4-H’ers to showcase their knowledge and 
accomplishments, plus have some fun. You can let the public 
see you at your best, and 4-H at its best right here in Shelby 
County. That is something to be proud of.   

Shelby County Office Welcomes Staff  
There are new and friendly faces in the Shelby County 
Extension office. Harlan native Jennifer Sellner began her 
work as the Shelby County Youth Coordinator on June 12, 
2023. As County Youth Coordinator Sellner will have the 
responsibility for leading youth programs and delivering 
information and resources supported by Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach. Her focus will be to 
support the volunteer leaders and youth involved in the 
Shelby County 4-H Program. 
The office has welcomed Ben Hennessy back as our 
Summer Assistant for a third year. Ben is currently working 
as a full-time ag teacher in Fort Dodge.   
Two ISU Rising Star Interns are also working in the office this 
summer. Julia Biehl from Illinois and Grace McEvoy from 
Virginia will continue working on nutrition and health through 
early August. You will see them at the Shelby County Fair 
helping with many tasks. These interns are part of a special 
group of ISU students working on projects that help build a 
#StrongIowa through county Extension partnerships.   

Iowa State Fair 
It’s here! On June 1, entry will open for the 2023 Iowa State 
Fair 4-H Livestock & Horticulture show. Entry will close July 1 
at 11:59 PM. Entries will be made through the Fair Entry 

system. (cont’d next page)
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Iowa State Fair Continued 
Entry will close July 1 at 11:59 PM. Entries will be made through the Fair Entry system. A Help 
Sheet will be posted on the State Fair 4-H Livestock page for families. 
2022 Competitive event premium books and entry forms are now available! Learn entry 
deadlines, rules and requirements. 
ENTRIES DUE JULY 1: Beef Cattle, Dairy Cattle, Dairy Goats, Sheep, Swine. (Entries are 
submitted via Fair Entry) 
ENTRIES DUE JULY 14: Dog, Poultry, Rabbit. 
Anyone wishing to purchase advanced tickets for the Iowa State Fair must do so before July 20.  
For more information on ordering tickets, staying at the Youth Inn and other general Iowa State 
Fair information go to: https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/state-fair-exhibitor-information 
Livestock and communication event exhibitors will receive ONE free exhibitor ticket.   

Iowa Youth Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct at Fair 
Youth are expected to be sincere, honest and act in sportsmanlike ways at all times. Youth 
represent the entire 4-H program and their behavior reflects on their parents, leaders and club. 
All adults involved with the youth program, leaders as well as parents, are expected to set 
positive examples and serve as positive role models by what they say and do. This is a 
reminder to all 4-Her’s, parents and volunteers, that every year when you enroll in 4-H 
you sign the Iowa 4-H Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct. Youth, parents and volunteers 
who do not comply may be dismissed under the Shelby County Fair Book Rules and 
Regulations, pages 6-9 and General Rules – Junior Achievement Show pages 11-13. All 
parents and youth are held accountable to the 4-H Code of Conduct. 
  

Shelby County Fair 
2023 Shelby County Fair Clean-up Day! 
Fair clean-up day is July 6 starting at 8:30 am at the fairgrounds. We are glad that so many 4-
H’ers are coming to help.A list of 4-H’ers and their assignments was sent out in the June fair 
packet. If you were not on the list OR if you’ve misplaced it, please come on Tuesday and we’ll 
find you an assignment.  Just a reminder to bring along the listed supplies.  When members are 
finished with their assignments, they are asked to check in at the 4-H office to be reassigned 
OR to check out and receive their fair t-shirts! 
See you July 6 - dress accordingly! Donuts and juice will be there to welcome you to clean-up 
day! .   
 
YQCA Certificates 
YQCA is a requirement to exhibit livestock (cattle, sheep, goats, rabbits, swine, poultry) at the 
Shelby County Fair. If you have not already sent a copy of your YQCA certificate to Jennifer or 
Diane, please do so ASAP! Clover Kids are not required to take YQCA at this time. 
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Wanted: Volunteers  
More helpful people help to make the fair activities to go smoothly.  If you know adults who are 
interested, or know of a friend or family member that might be interested in helping with: 

Static Day Comment Writers - Tuesday, July 11 
Herdsmanship Judges– evaluating all the exhibitors as a club group to promote a safe 
and clean environment for animals and the public. This is done twice a day.   
Pie and Muffin Baking Helpers - Thursday, July 13 

Send us an e-mail to xshelby@iastate.edu. For 4-H risk management, new volunteers will be 
asked to complete a background screen. The screen takes a couple of days, so please let us 
know as soon as possible.  

*Special Sign Up: 4-H’ers and their families are encouraged to sign up to serve as 4-H 
Exhibit Building Hosts sign up: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1e821frHMbO_iavWA7ykuy06w4JzTnuCdmIX8T06ma
7Q/edit?usp=sharing 

Please Sign up by Friday, July 7! 
 
Club Booth Decorating 
4-H Booth decorating will take place on Tuesday, July 11 from 8 am to 5:00 pm and 
Wednesday, July 12 from 9 am to 1 pm. Booth judging will take place that afternoon. Club booth 
design and assembly should be completed by the 4-H club members.   

Find ways to include this year’s theme: “Building the Future” in the club booth design. We can’t 
wait to see all the creative, unique booths each club comes up with!   

 
Leaders: Help Your Club Members Deal with Competition 
As an adult who cares about youth, you are a positive role model.  You can help youth learn that 
competition is a positive experience, but only if it is kept in perspective. 

1. Allow youth to choose their area of competition. 
2. Offer a variety of competitive and cooperative choices. 
3. Make expectations realistic.  Competitive situations allow adults to teach youth about 

limits and strengths, setting goals and how sports, projects and hobbies can help them 
relax and socialize with friends.  

4. Be positive.  Praise youth for being actively involved in positive options that life offers. 
5. Support youth in their competitive efforts, but don’t compete with them or through them for 

your own satisfaction. 
From your years of experience, you know that a single win-or-lose situation is just one moment 
of a lifetime and does not make you a successful or unsuccessful person.  Your mature attitude 

toward competition will help youth learn how to deal with the pressure that comes with 
competition. 

 
Shelby County Fair Website  
Shelby County Fair (shelbycountyiowafair.org) 
Find a copy of the fair book, schedule, sponsors, Little Hands, events and fair board members 
on this new website. Every effort is being made to keep our Shelby County Extension website 
updated with information for you.  Check it out at www.extension.iastate.edu/shelby 
 
Containers Needed 
4-H Poultry Superintendent Pam Borkowski is collecting empty Cool Whip containers for water 
and feed at the Fair. If you have some of these clean containers, feel free to drop them off at the 
Extension office.   
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How To Talk With People At Fair About Your Livestock Exhibits 
The fair is a time when many people will view an animal for the first time and see how it is cared 
for.  It is important that you provide your animal with good care and follow herdmanship 
guidelines. 
Sometimes people will stop to visit with you about your animal and how you care for it.  If 
someone has numerous questions about the care of your animal, refer the person to the 
superintendent in your division or a county Extension staff member. 
Not all people agree how animals should be cared for or used, so there is a possibility that 
someone will say something that hurts your feelings or that you disagree with and makes you 
feel angry.  If this happens, it is best not to argue with the person. Instead, tell the person to talk 
with the superintendent or a county Extension staff member.  Also, please share what has 
happened with an adult (your parent, the superintendent or Extension staff member). 
Livestock exhibitors may find some valuable information in this YouTube video by an Iowa 4-
Her.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tzuLpmRMkw 
In the video a 4-H exhibitor shares some ideas to help you answer some of the questions the 
public might ask you at the fair. 
 
Safety Recognized in Project Work and Exhibits 
Myrtue Medical Center wishes to recognize 4-H exhibitors who promote safety through their fair 
exhibits or presentations.  A certificate will be provided to each 4-H exhibitor to recognize their 
work. 
Criteria is as follows: 
1.  An exhibit or presentation in which the primary theme involved promoting safe behavior.  
Examples of topics include safety in using power tools, using electrical items, handling 
chemicals, preventing a fire, keeping pathways clear and storing food. 
2.  An exhibit or presentation that incorporates safety tips and measures within the content of 
material presented. 
Example 1:  A presenter would wear safety glasses in a presentation of refinishing woodwork. 
Example 2:  In the written description of the steps taken to refinish an item being exhibited, the 
exhibitor would state he wore safety glasses while using an electric sander. 
 
County Fair Policy on Static Exhibits 
This is a reminder of the policy written to clarify showing procedures during the county fair. The 
policy states: “If you are unable to show your exhibit on judging day, you must notify the Shelby 
County Extension office one week in advance of fair.  You must then have an adult non-relative 
4-H leader show your exhibit for you.” Conference judging is a valuable part of the learning 
process. Exhibits considered for state are improved if they have been conference-judged. 

Exhibit Tip Sheets 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/exhibit-tip-sheets 
Looking for ideas and resources for an exhibit for the fair?  The Exhibit Tip 
Sheets will help you with ideas for how to write your goals, ideas for that topic 
area and resources you might want to use. 
 
Livestock Page 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/projects/livestock 
This page has resources for health requirements, animal welfare, bio-security and more.  There 
is a link to all the animal affidavits that need to be brought to give to the veterinarian when you 
check-in. 
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Introducing yourself to a judge 
1. Use a pleasant face and voice. 
2. Look at the judge. 
3. Tell the judge your name. 
4. Shake hands. 
5. The judge will respond by telling you his/her name. 
6. Say, "nice to meet you". 
This is the right way to introduce yourself: 
"Hello (Hi) my name is ___________________. 
It is important to introduce yourself to the judge because: 

* You will seem friendlier. 
* The judge will know your name. 
* Good greeting skills help you "stand out" from everyone else. 
* Greeting someone in a positive manner makes that person feel more comfortable 

around you. 
* Greeting others makes it easier to enter unfamiliar situations and become more 

comfortable. 
* If you initiate a greeting, you can meet others more easily and make friends more often. 

            Give it a try! 

 
T-Shirts  
Green 4-H t-shirts with a white logo are available for purchase at the Extension Office. The 
shirts have Shelby County written on them as well as the clover on the sleeve. Sizes available 
are youth medium and large and adult small through extra-large. This can be worn as your 
uniform during 4-H shows.  The price is $10 each (no tax).  
Farm Bureau Agent Dave Schwarte will generously sponsor a Shelby County Fair t-shirt again 
this year. You can pick up this free t-shirt on July 6 at the fairgrounds during clean-up day.    

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You 
You can never say "thank you" enough!  Please remember to write thank you notes to your 
leaders, fair superintendents, fair board, donors of awards, extension staff, and your livestock 
supporters and auction buyers.  Say thank you to your club members, people who help you at 
fair, and especially to your parents and family.  Everyone likes to know they are appreciated. 

Exhibit Release 
Exhibits will be released on Sunday between 4:00 – 5:00 pm. Livestock not to be sold at auction 
will be released Sunday at 4:00 pm.  All exhibitors will forfeit premiums if exhibits are removed 
earlier than 4:00 pm on Sunday. Please plan accordingly. 
 

Record books 
Putting your record book together right after fair makes is 
easier to complete on-time. Record books will be due to your 
leaders in August. Members should have all forms that need 
to be filled out. There are several methods for doing record 
keeping.  We do expect every 4-H'er to turn in some form of 
record keeping to their leader. Leaders must turn record 
books into the Extension Office in September.   
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Please check the Shelby County Extension website or stop by the office for the Permission 
Agreement, Release, and Waiver of Liability form.   
 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/shelby/county-fair 
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Dates to Remember 

JULY 
 4 –     Holiday, Extension Office Closed 
 6 –  Fair Clean-up, 9:00 am  
 9 –  4-H FFA/Dog Show 
10 -  Clothing/Fashion Judging 
11 –  Static Exhibit Judging & Baked Goods and Garden Sale 
12 –  Table Setting Contest, W. Olson Swine Contest 
13 –  Poultry, Small Pets & Cat Show, Judge Feeder & Cow/calves, Breeding 

Beef and Dairy Cattle, Bottle Bucket Calf Show, 
Fair Parade @ 6 pm followed by Queen 
Coronation and Hall of Fame Recognition 

14 –  Swine Show, Horse Show, Rabbit Agility, 
Working Exhibits, Kiddy Parade, Family Fun 

15 –  Sheep, Goats & Rabbit Show, Horse 
Show, Pie and Muffin Auction, Presentations 
Family Fun 

16 –  Market Beef Show, Style Show, Fashion 
Revue, Clothing Selection, Communications  
Events, Exhibit Release 

17 –  Livestock Auction 
 
AUGUST 
10-20 – Iowa State Fair 
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