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County Highlights 
Thank you for all of your participation 
during National 4-H Week! It was so fun 
to celebrate Shelby County 4-H and its’ 
members. We have a lot of new ideas so 
please read through the entire 
newsletter. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

Mark your Calendars now with these 
upcoming events. 

• November 4– Club Officer Training 

• November 12– Annual Awards 

• November 16– WHEP  

• November 22– YQCA 

• November 30– Quizbowl, Skillathon 

• December 2– Beef Weigh-in 

• December 3– Table Setting 
Workshop 

The date for annual awards event is November 12 at 2 PM at the Shelby 

County Catholic Schools Gym. We will recognize all of the 
accomplishments of our 4-H members from this past year.  During the 
event we will recognize those receiving county awards, personal 
development awards, leader milestones, county council members, and 

honorary awards. We will also be celebrating the 4th grade members 
who have graduated the Clover Kids. Clover Kid clubs are welcome to 
attend the event. We hope to see your there.  

Annual Awards  

Club Officer Training 

Club officer training is Saturday, November 4 from 9-10:30 AM at the 
Shelby County Extension Office.  Come learn about your new role as a 
club officer. 

Wildlife Habitat Education Program (WHEP) 

What is WHEP? WHEP is a hands-on environmental education program. 
WHEP also provides participants an opportunity to test their wildlife 
knowledge in a friendly competition, as each state supporting WHEP 
conducts an annual contest where teams of 3-4 similarly aged 
individuals gather. The winning senior (14-19 years of age) WHEP team 
from each state earns the right to attend the annual National WHEP 
Contest, typically held the last full week of July.  WHEP participants will 
learn so much about birds, mammals, fish, and reptiles in Iowa.   
 
Interested in being on the Shelby County WHEP team? Email Jen at 
sellner1@iastate.edu or join us on  November 16 from 6-7 PM for a 
glimpse to what you will learn through WHEP. Open to all 8-19 year old 
members. 
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For the 2023-2024 4-H year, all livestock exhibitors must have their YQCA certification completed by May 15, 
2024. 

 
Who needs to have YQCA? 
If you intend to show livestock including beef, sheep, goats, swine, rabbits, and poultry at the county or state 
fair in 2024, you are required to take YQCA. Members in grades 4-12 are required to take YQCA EACH year. 
Clover Kids are NOT required to take YQCA. 
 
YQCA may be taken online for $12. Go to https://yqcaprogram.org/.  Once the training is complete, please 
send a copy of your certificate to xshelby@iastate.edu. 
 
There is also a face-to-face option. The cost for this option is $3. The extension office will be offering two face-
to-face classes: 
 
Wednesday, November 22 9:00-10:30 AM; Shelby County Extension Office 
Friday, March 8 6:00 PM-7:30 PM; Shelby County Extension Office. 
 
To register, visit: https://yqcaprogram.org/login/index.php . 

Livestock Skillathon, Quizbowl, and Livestock Judging 

Do you have a lot of interest in animals? These events may be for you. Open to 10-19 year old members. 
 
Quizbowl– Test your knowledge of beef, sheep, swine, and meat goats. This event is made of trivia style 
questions.  Example question: What is the normal body temperature of a cow? Teams are made up of 4- 5 
members. Counties are allowed multiple teams. 
 
Skillathon– A contest made up of a written quiz and learning stations such as breed identification, meat 
evaluation, and other livestock skills. Teams are made up of 3-4 members. Counties are allowed multiple 
teams.  
 
Livestock Judging– Evaluate different species of animals in a live animal setting similar to a livestock show at 
the county fair. Teams are made up of 3-4 members. 
 
Email Jen at sellner1@iastate.edu with your interest or attend the find out night on November 30 from 6-7 PM 
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Shelby and Crawford County are hosting a table setting workshop in Harlan on December 3 at 3 PM. The 
workshop will be hosted at United Methodist Church in Harlan. This is a two hour workshop  led by table 
setting Judge Gina Battey. Please register by November 17 using this GoogleForm: https://
forms.gle/89SEbpzkJaRagGV88 

Table Setting Workshop 

Beef Weigh-In 

Beef Weigh-In will be December 2 from 8-10:30 AM. This is required for all beef animals that will be 
exhibiting as market animals at the Shelby County Fair including market steers/heifers, carcass beef, pens of 
three (weigh in four animals) and Plus one calves that could be shown as market animals (second year of 
exhibiting). 
 
Retinal imaging for Iowa State Fair nominations will be available for $5/animal. All animals will receive an 
EID Ear Tag. 
 
If you are unable to attend this date, you may attend another county’s weigh-in event. Jen can assist you 
with dates and times of other county weigh-ins. 

Shelby County Cattlemen Pen of 3 Carcass Challenge 

The Shelby County Cattlemen’s Association is launching a “Carcass Challenge” that will be implemented in 
conjunction with the Pen of Three Program. Financing for the challenge may be offered by Shelby County 
Cattlemen. For more information, please stop by the Shelby County Extension Office to pick up a copy of the 
flyer and application.  
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We are looking for volunteers to serve as leaders and as superintendents for the next 4-H year. It takes many 
great volunteers to provide various opportunities for our youth. If you know someone who may be willing to 
fill these positions, please let us know or have them reach out to Jen. These positions will require a 
background screen and for the individual to attend annual volunteer training in October. Superintendent 
positions will require a completed application. At this time we are looking for volunteers for the following: 
 
Superintendents for: 
• Best of Iowa  
• Cake Decorating 
• Table Setting 
• Static Judging 
• Market/Breeding Beef 
 
 
 

Looking for Volunteers 

Kock Begins as Temporary Extension Office Assistant 

There is a new and friendly face in the Shelby County 
Extension office.  Long-time Shelby County resident 
Linda Kock began her work as a temporary part-
time Shelby County Office Assistant on October 9, 2023. 
Besides providing customer service to office callers, 
Linda  will support the programs volunteers for 
the many Shelby County Extension programs. 
 
Linda and her husband Brian live in Harlan.  
 
Please stop by the Shelby County office in Harlan and 
welcome Linda to her new position.  


