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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Alison is talking to her grandmother after
school. Alison says, "I found out today that
there was a fire at Libby's house Saturday
night. Almost everything in her room is
gone. I feel really sorry for her." "That sure
is too bad," answers Grandma, "maybe you
could do something to help." "But
Grandma, what could I do?" replies Alison.

(See end of newsletter for a possible
answer.)

Certainly as parents you want to teach your
children good money management. First grade
children are just beginning to learn some of the
basic skills needed for their lifetime.

However, at this point, it's important to spend
some time thinking about money—what it can
and can't do for you, your child, and others.

It's easy for a child to get caught up in the idea
of making, spending, and saving money—for
himself or herself. As parents you may want
your child to be able to share what he or she
has with others.

SHARING AND GIVING TO OTHERS
Sharing is a concept that is not always easy for
a child to grasp. Your child will learn a lot about
giving by watching others.

Here are some ways people share and give of
themselves. Some cost money and some do
not. Talk to your child about these when he or
she sees them occurring. Try to answer any
questions that may come up about why people
do these things.

• Donating used clothing to the Salvation
Army, local clothing drive, community
clothing center, etc.

• Giving money to a charity or religious
organization.

• Donating blood at the local blood drive.

• Taking food to a family when someone is
sick or hurt.

• Contributing food to a food bank or pantry.

• Volunteering time to read books for story
hour at the library.

• Visiting people at the nursing home.

• Helping family members with chores.

• Watering plants for the neighbors while
they're on vacation.



COMING IN MARCH:
UNDERSTANDING FAMILY

AND MONEY

       First Grade/February

CONSIDER THIS
Grandma says, "Maybe you could share
some of your stuff with her." "What do you
mean?" asks Alison. "Well, I'll help you sort
through your toys and clothes and see if
you have some things you would like to
give to Libby," replies Grandma.

DECIDING WHERE THE MONEY WILL GO
Cut out these labels for your child to attach to three small containers. Place the jars in the child's
room where he or she can get to them easily. Talk with the child about deciding how the money will
be divided among the three jars. Having the three jars is a visible reminder of the importance of
spending, saving, and giving when it comes to money management.
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