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The hole is at least twice the width of the rootball. 
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    Looking to add some value to your home?  Consider planting a tree.  Trees can be a great 
investment for your yard, but it’s important to plan ahead before picking up that shovel.  This 
week I planted a tree with Paul Wray, ISU Extension forestry specialist. 
     According to Wray, before you do anything, you need to consider why you want to plant a tree.  
Consider your site.  Is it big enough to support the type of tree you’re planting?  Will it grow into a 
power line or create problems for traffic?  Will it get enough sun?  Will it drop fruit?   
     When you know you have selected the right type of tree for the right location, make sure it has 
a straight trunk with a well-defined central leader.  Check to make sure there are no bark cuts or 
scrapes and the leaves are not shriveled or show signs of insects or disease. 
     Now it’s time to dig.  The important piece of advice for planting your tree is to dig the hole at 
least twice the width of the rootball and just deep enough to allow the root collar to be level with 
or slightly higher than the surrounding grade.  This is where I think many people go wrong.  What 
struck me with the hole Wray dug is that it was very shallow. 
     Then place the tree in the hole by handling it by the rootball and add the dirt you removed 
when you dug the hole.  Halfway through make sure the tree is still standing straight and then 
finish filling until it matches the surrounding soil.  Next, give it a good watering.  As a general rule, 
water every 10 to 14 days depending on soil types and conditions making sure the entire root 
system is wet. 
     Mulching the ground around newly installed trees will help conserve moisture, reduce weeds 
and eliminate potential damage from lawn mowers.  Use wood chips, ground bark or compost 
and layer it about three inches deep.  I also noticed that Wray likes to build up the mulch around 
the tree like a donut instead of a cone of sloping mulch.  This way the water will collect in the little 
reservoir ring created by the mulch. 
     Trees really are a great investment and make your yard a much more pleasant place to live.  
They improve the air, beautify the environment, provide wildlife habitat and reduce energy 
consumption.  So good luck planting the right tree for the right location and now it’s time to pick 
up your shovels! 
 
     To watch Gardening in the Zone or for more gardening information exclusively for our USDA 
Plant Hardiness Zones 4 and 5, please log on to www.iowagardeningmagazine.com or 
www.extension.iastate.edu.  Our tips are always something you can do in your own backyard. 
   

            


