
CHILD and FAMILY HEALTH
Profile of BUCHANAN County

Information compiled by Health Leadership Iowa, a collaborative effort of the
Iowa Department of Public Health and Iowa State University Extension.

This information is provided as a resource for Iowa communities to use for 
developing and maintaining child and family health. The specific sources for the 
information that follows are listed on page 4.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Limited English Enrollment in Public Schools
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Public School Students (7-12) Who Drop-out
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Minority Enrollment in Public Schools
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Population Between 18-65 Yrs 
w/o Health Insurance
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Age Distribution (1996)
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Buchanan
Year 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997
# of Births 367 302 283 286 284
# Mothers < 20 Yrs 36 27 33 19 26
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CHILD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

Public School Enrollment Eligible for 
Free and Reduced Lunch
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Child Population (0-5 yrs) at 
or Below 185% Poverty
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Low Birth Weight*
(per 1,000 live births)
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Infant Death Rate*
(per 1,000 live births)
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* 3 year running average * 3 year running average

* data limited to children seen in public health clinics

Children Under Age 2 Immunized 
w/ Basic Series Vaccine*



Buchanan Number Rate*
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Iowa Number Rate*
91 3.2
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4164 146
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MATERNAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
Mothers Who Reported Smoking or 

Drinking Alcoholic Beverages During Pregnancy
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Women Receiving Enhanced 
Medicaid Services During Pregnancy
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Mothers Less Than 20 Years of Age
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Births from Unintended Pregnancies
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Mother's Highest Grade/Educ. Level
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Positive Urine Toxicologies for Pregnant Women by 
IDPH Substance Abuse Planning Region (1996)
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* per 100,000 population
(if incidence <10, no rate calculated)
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Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases (1996)
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HEALTH PROFESSIONAL AVAILABILITY
Buchanan County has been designated a 
Governor's Health Professional Shortage 
Area (HPSA). HPSA's meet or exceed a 
population to primary care physician ratio 
of 2,500:1; or a ratio of 2,000:1 and 
either above the state average in 
population over age 65 or above the 
state average in population that are 
below 100% poverty. Iowa counties not 
currently designated are reviewed 
annually by the Iowa Department of 
Public Health, Primary Care Office. 
Designated counties are reviewed on a 
three year basis.  Source: Iowa 
Department of Public Health, Bureau of 
Rural Health and Primary Care.

For more information, please 
contact 

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, 
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Many materials can be made available 
in alternative formats for ADA clients.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write 
USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964."

Prepared by Michael J. Cleveland, Jeremy 
Judkins, and Terry L. Besser, Sociology 
Extension, Iowa State University, March 1999.

Data Sources and Defin itions:
♣ Age D istribu tion: U .S . C ensus, 1996 estim ates, Iowa H ealth  Inform ation T rack ing  System s

(IH IT S).
♣ Population  w /o  H ea lth  Insurance: Iow a D epartm ent of P ub lic H ealth (ID P H ), B ehaviora l R isk

Factor Surve illance  S ystem , county estim ates, IH ITS .
♣ M inority Enro llm ent, L im ited Eng lish  E nro llm ent, P ub lic  Schoo l Dropouts: Iow a D epartm ent of

Education  (ID O E), The Annua l C ond ition of Education  R eport, 1997.
♣ Low  B irth R ate : ID PH , V ita l S tatistics  (low  b irth we ight refe rs  to <2500g ).
♣ In fant D eath  R ate: ID PH , V ita l S tatistics  (in fant death  refers to death before  1 year of age).
♣ N um ber of B irths, N um ber of M others  <  20 Y ears, and P ercent of M others Less T han 20

Years  of Age: D ata fo r 1985-96 from  G oudy, C harvat Burke , and  H anson, Iow a C ounties:
Se lected  P opu la tion  Trends, V ita l S tatistics, and Socioeconom ic D ata, 1997 Ed ition ; D ata  for
1997 from  ID PH , Iow a V ita l S tatistics in  B rie f (Provis iona l D ata) 1997.

♣ F ree  and R educed Lunch: ID O E.
♣ C hildren U nder Age 2 Im m unized: ID PH , Im m uniza tion  R ecords, IH IT S .
♣ C hild  Poverty: Population  S ouce: W oods and Poo le  Estim ate of the  Popu lation for 1998;

Poverty D ata Source: 1997 C ensus estim ates. (Iowa C om m unity Em pow erm ent W ebpage:
h ttp://w w w .em pow erm ent.state.ia .us/D ata_Ind_Fund_Info/povgrps.htm ).

♣ M others  R eporting  Sm oking  or D rink ing  A lcoholic B everages: ID P H , V ita l S tatistics, IH IT S.
♣ B irths from  U n in tended P regnanc ies : ID P H , Barrie rs to  P renata l C are Annua l S urvey, 1997.
♣ W om en R ece iving  Enhanced M edica id Services: Iow a D epartm ent of H um an S ervices.
♣ M other’s  Educationa l Leve l: ID PH , V ita l S tatistics.
♣ Positive U rine Toxico log ies: C hasnoff and Burnison, 1996, D rug U se in P regnancy: A  S tudy

of P reva lence in  the  S ta te of Iow a, ID PH .
♣ Sexua lly T ransm itted D iseases: ID PH , D isease P revention , U .S . C ensus, 1996 estim ates,

IH IT S .
♣ H ea lth  P rofessional Availab ility: ID PH , B ureau of R ural H ea lth and Prim ary C are.

Shortage AreaS hor tage A rea


