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Wine Grower News #68                December 19, 2008       
                                                   (Next Newsletter in Two Weeks!)

Midwest Grape & Wine Industry Institute:  http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Wine

Information in this issue includes:

Save the Date – Two Upcoming Minnesota Vine/Wine Meetings
WPS: Train-the-Trainer Online Course Now Available at ISU
Enroll Now for Spring VESTA Vine/Wine Online Courses
Wine & Cheese Trails – Sounds like a Good Idea!
Iowa’s Wine Cellar – Another Good Idea!
Completed NY Winegrape Task Force Makes Recommendations
Average Value of Iowa Farmland Nears $4,500 an Acre in 2008 Survey 
Iowa Wine & Beer Promotion Board now has Twitter Account – Join Now!
Very Successful December 8th Wine Tannin Workshop at Jasper Winery
Iowa’s Percentage of Iowa Native Wine Sales Level off in Early 2008
Comments from Readers
Quote of the Week
Neeto-Keeno WWW Stuff
Animated ISU Holiday Greeting Card 

Save the Date – Two Upcoming Minnesota Vine/Wine Meetings

What: Minnesota Grape Growers Association (MGGA) Annual Meeting
When: Saturday, January 17, 2009, Registration 8:15 am, 9 am meeting starts
Where: Landscape Arboretum: http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/
RSVP Cyndi Ross:651-647-9403 or CLRoss87@yahoo.com

What: 5th Annual MGGA Cold Climate Grape & Wine Conference
When: Thursday – Saturday, Feb. 12 - 14th, 2009
New Location: Sheraton Bloomington Hotel, Minneapolis, MN

Further information: on both of these meetings:http://www.mngrapes.org/

WPS: Train-the-Trainer Online Course Now Available at ISU

The Pest Management and the Environment (PME) Program at Iowa State University and the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) have a new course available online --
Worker Protection Standard: Train-the-Trainer.
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The Worker Protection Standard (WPS) is a federal regulation designed to protect employees on farms, 
forests, nurseries and greenhouses from occupational exposures to agricultural pesticides. The WPS 
offers protections to approximately 2.5 million agricultural workers (people involved in the production 
of agricultural plants) and pesticide handlers (people who mix, load or apply pesticides).

“This new online course was developed by ISU Extension with funding support from the EPA and 
IDALS. It is designed for agricultural employers (ie..vineyards owners or managers) to know and
understand what is required by the Worker Protection Standard and be certified to provide training to 
their employees. It will guide them through the necessary procedures to provide agricultural workers 
with required information on how to avoid exposure to pesticides and pesticide residues. 

The online course is offered in six study units and will require approximately 1.5 to 2 hours to 
complete. Each study unit contains educational information and a practice quiz. The convenient, user-
friendly study units can be completed at a time that fits the employer’s schedule. 

After completing all six study units, employers can take a certification exam. The exam is comprised 
of questions taken from the practice quizzes. A certificate of completion is available once an employer 
passes the final exam with a score of at least 70 percent. Upon successful completion, agricultural 
employers will be qualified as WPS worker trainers by the Pesticide Bureau of the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship.

WPS course enrollment here: www.extension.iastate.edu/WorkerProtection.

Further information: Betsy Buffington, ISU Entomology, (515) 294-7293, bbuffing@iastate.edu

Enroll Now for Spring VESTA Vine/Wine Online Courses

The Viticulture and Enology Science and Technology Alliance (VESTA) is now taking enrollments for 
their Online Viticulture and Enology Spring classes right now.  January 16, 2009 is the deadline for 
enrollment.   They are offering 5 viticulture and 11 enology classes this spring. Check them out here:  
http://www.vesta-usa.org  Questions: Contact Michelle Norgren - 417-836-5053 or  
MichelleNorgren@missouristate.edu

Wine & Cheese Trails – Sounds like a Good Idea!

The New Hampshire winery industry is very young.  They currently have 12 licensed wineries 
according to the New Hampshire Winery Association. In the last 3 years there has been 3 Wine & 
Cheese Trails formed in their state.  Tourists travelling along these trails can taste both wine and 
cheese, but not at the same place.   

Check out their Wine & Cheese Trails at either of these two WWW sites: 
http://www.nhmade.com/Wine_Cheeselo.pdf   or    http://www.visitnh.gov/pdf/wine-cheese.pdf

Check out the 12-9-08 New Hampshire Cheese & Wine Trail article here:
          http://winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=news&content=60700

Check out the New Hampshire Winery Association:
          http://www.nhwineryassociation.com  
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Iowa’s Wine Cellar – Another Good Idea!

I had a chance this Monday to drop by Iowa’s Wine Cellar in Ames, Iowa.  This unique Iowa wine 
store sells only Iowa wines.  Currently they carry 269 wines from 37 different wineries.  Terry and 
Jennie Van Voorhis opened their new business on October 1st of this year.  So far business has 
been good. Each Friday they have a varietal wine tasting and each Saturday they invite one of 
their wineries in to do a tasting. You can check them out here:http://www.iowaswinecellar.com/

(Above) Iowa’s Wine Cellar, 2010
Philadelphia Ave, Ste. 5 (Just west of
The Wolfe Eye Clinic in Ames IA.

                                                                               (Above) Terry Van Voorhis (L) selling wine to
                                                                               Paul Ovrom, Iowa Department of Ag Assistant
                                                                               to the Iowa Grape & Wine Development 
                                                                               Commission. 

                                                                                

(Above) Sales floor displaying 269 wines 
from 37 Iowa wineries. 

(Right)  Christmas Tree with 69 different
bottles of wine from Iowa wineries. Good
idea!  I bet this idea shows up in some Iowa
wineries next year.  
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Completed NY Winegrape Task Force Makes Recommendations

New York State Agriculture Commissioner Patrick Hooker on 12-10-08 received the New York Wine 
Grape Task Force's Final Report.  The Task Force was created in November 2007 to examine the needs 
of the wine grape sector and to identify any programmatic and regulatory measures necessary in order 
to enhance the vitality of New York State's wine grape industry.

The news release mentioned that 26 specific recommendations were made by the task force to enhance 
the New York winegrape industry. ( I found 28.)   See how many you can find by reading the entire 24 
page report here:http://www.agmkt.state.ny.us/AD/WinegrapeTaskForceReport.pdf

Here are the recommended changes I found in this report.  Many would be similar to what Iowa has 
done or would need to enhance our winegrape industry. 

1. Review othe New York State Alcohol Beverage Control Law and the State 
    Liquor Authority and consider a complete recodification of the New York State Alcoholic 
    Beverage Control Law.
2. More efforts toward sustainable winemaking and viticulture practices.  A sustainable winery 
    certification program should be established.
3. Bring more private sector money into the marketing and promotion of New York 
    wines and grapes.
4. A need for better public education and enforcement of Right to Farm Laws, while the 
    Agriculture and Markets “Agricultural Workforce Certification Program,” was presented to 
    the task force as a possible route to addressing industry concerns relating to shortages of 
    trained workers for the industry.
5. Recommend a component of Empire State Development’s Manufacturing Assistance 
   Program (MAP) be targeted to help wineries. Consideration ought to be given to wineries’
    tourism magnet effect and quality of life benefits.
6. Local governments be encouraged to consider the health and well-being of this critical
    agricultural sector, by facilitating growth rather than erecting barriers such as increased red 
    tape and prohibitions.
7. The use and enhancement of alternative energy sources to vineyards and wineries. 
8. Licenses issued by the State Liquor Authority should be based on the licenses issued by the 
    Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB). There should be only two categories of
  license: farm winery and commercial winery.
9. Department of Agriculture and Markets should recommend a simplification and streamlining 
    of the wine price filing requirement required by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law.
10. Allow farm wineries to provide a “custom crush” service under their existing licenses.
11. Wine processing and its waste disposal need to be comprehensively reviewed.
12. Wildlife Management Units should work with all producers to help cull wildlife nuisance 
      populations.
13. Eliminate the Direct Shipping report required by wineries who ship wine to other states.
14. New York State should increase funding of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) research.
15. The Department of Environmental Conservation should adhere to the statutory timeframes for 
       the approval of new pesticides. All pesticide reviews must be based upon sound science.
16. Amend the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law’s Article 8, “General Provisions,” to remove 
      off-premises requirements for satellite stores in regards to placement and community need. 
17. Focus wine marketing efforts directly to New York City consumers. 
18. Eliminate the regulations from local governments that try to restrict wineries from having 
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       special events like weddings, festivals, etc..at their establishment.
19. Department of Agriculture and Markets extend the definition of farmers markets to include a 
      gathering of two or more wineries.
20. Department of Agriculture and Markets should work with the Department of Transportation 
       and the Thruway Authority to work out a consistent policy on wine trail signage.
21. Empire State Development to include wineries and winery agri-tourism as part of the “I Love
      New York” campaign.
22. Department of Agriculture and Markets should help organize a marketing order (Check off) 
      program to establish more funding for the promotion of New York wines. 
23. NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets and the Wine & Grape Foundation should issue 
      a letter outlining the free point of sale signage that is available through both organizations for 
      wineries and tasting rooms.
24. NYS Department of Health needs to publicize the common procedure for winery
      inspection to both County Departments of Health and the State Department of Agriculture & 
      Markets instead of both working independently of each other. 
25. Agricultural processing ought to be considered an agricultural activity for winery taxation
       purposes.
26. Industry should work with Cornell Cooperative Extension, junior colleges and the 
      Department of Agriculture and Markets to carry out a viticulture-centered training program.
27. The NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets should facilitate a meeting with Empire 
      State Development, the Wine & Grape Foundation, and public and private financial services 
      to improve knowledge of the industry and to catalogue sources of capital assistance.
28. The Department of Agriculture and Markets should provide Geneva Experiment Station with
     A mailing list of members of the industry for its regular newsletters. The Department should 
      also provide the industry with an overview of the various newsletters, websites, and events 
      that distribute the results of Cornell’s research.

Average Value of Iowa Farmland Nears $4,500 an Acre in 2008 Survey 

The average acre of farmland increased 14.8% in 2008 according to ISU Extension’s annual farmland 
value survey led by ISU Extension Economist Dr. Michael Duffy.  This survey has been done since 
1941 (67 years).  This year’s average value of $4,468 represents an increase of $560 over 2007.  The 
highest average value of $6,310 was found in Scott County and lowest of $2,002 was found in Decatur 
County. 

You can read the entire12-16-08 ISU Extension news release and view the table of values for each 
Iowa county here: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/2008/1212duffy.htm

Iowa Wine & Beer Promotion Board now has Twitter Account – Join Now!

Have you Twittered lately?  You are not “IN” unless you Twitter.  Twitter is a service for friends, 
family, and co–workers to communicate and stay connected through the exchange of quick, frequent
answers to one simple question.  You can learn more about Twitter here: http://twitter.com/about  

Join up on the Iowa Wine & Beer Promotion Board Twitter account.  It is FREE and EASY!  Stay and 
keep informed about Iowa’s wine industry. You can do it right now and right here:  
http://twitter.com/IowaWineandBeer
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Very Successful December 8th Wine Tannin Workshop at Jasper Winery

The ISU Midwest Grape & Wine Industry Institute held a wine tannin workshop at Jasper Winery in 
Des Moines on Monday, December 8th.   The 35 person maximum limit was expanded to accommodate 
the large number of people who wanted to attend.  The staff at the Institute quickly whipped up more 
wine samples for the larger crowd.  The final attendance ended up at 45 people from NE, IA, SD, WI 
and IL. 

The end of meeting evaluations rated the workshop very high and many of the written comments asked 
for more “hands-on” workshops similar to this.   We want to thank Jean & Paul Groben and their son 
Mason for allowing us to hold this workshop at their winery and Mason for giving a personal tour of  
Jasper Winery: http://www.jasperwinery.com

                                                                                   

(Above) L-R Michael Jones of Scott Labs, Dr.          (Above) Dr. Sebastian Donner, ISU Wine Lab
Sebastian Donner and Dr. Murli Dharmadhikari         manager pours St Croix wines with different
lead class in sampling different wine tannins added    concentrations of wine tannin into glasses. 
to St. Croix wine at different concentrations. 

                                                                                     

(Above) Mason Groben – winemaker (3rd from         (Above) Mason Groben shows bottling line to 
left) leads tour through tank room.                             Class. 
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Iowa’s Percentage of Iowa Native Wine Sales Level off in Early 2008

The Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division keeps records of the monthly the gallons of wine sold by each 
native winery and distributor in Iowa The average percentage of native wine sold in Iowa has leveled 
out at 4.5 to 4.9% over the last year.  The sale of native wine increased from a monthly average of 
6,685 gallons a month in Nov. 2005 to 13,790 gallons a month in June 2008.

The State of Iowa allocated $283,000 in fiscal year 2008 for the promotion of the Iowa Native Wine 
Industry. It could be argued that investment by the state has resulted in a direct economic impact of 
approximately $9.9 million in wine sales using an average price of $12 per 750ml bottle. 

---- Craig Tordsen, Program Manager, ISU Value Added Agriculture Program and Midwest Grape  & 
Wine Institute team member.  515-291-0966 or ctordsen@iastate.edu

Comments from Readers

Hey Mike,
                Check out our new homepage:  http://www.thegrapevinemagazine.net

---- Ray Witzke, PinPoint Publishing Group, LLC

Quote of the Week

“Currently, well over 7,000 wine brands are sold in the United States, but less than 300 labels sell 
more than 100,000 cases annually.”

--- Wine Spectator, 12-9-08 Smaller Brands Lead Growth in U.S. Wine Consumption:        
http://www.winespectator.com/Wine/Features/0,1197,4749,00.html
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Neeto-Keeno WWW Stuff

1. National Grape Registry: http://ngr.ucdavis.edu/varietylist.cfm?setdisclaimer=yes
2. Appellation America: http://wine.appellationamerica.com/
3. Cellar Notes: http://www.cellarnotes.net/index.html

Post & View Classified Ads here: http://iowawinegrowers.org

Past issues archived as html and pdf here
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Wine/Resources/winegrowernews.htm

Total Circulation of 1,025+ recipients in CA, IA, IN, FL, IL, KS, MN, MO, ND, NE,
NY, OR, SD, VT, WA DC, WI, Canada & Norway

Please reply with the word "unsubscribe" in the Subject Line if you wish to no longer receive this 
newsletter.

Michael L. White, ISU Extension Viticulture Specialist
909 East 2nd St. Suite E, Indianola, IA 50125-2892

ph: 515-961-6237, fax: 6017 or mlwhite@iastate.edu   

Animated holiday greeting card from ISU President Greg Geoffry and wife Kathy:  
http://www.president.iastate.edu/holiday/

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.


