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Soil sample information sheet for horticulture crops

Please read and follow the instructions on the back of this form when taking and submitting a sample.

Lab Space—Do Not Use

Payment code X
$ adj
cC #C

Submitter
Address
City State Zip Code
Phone
County Client Name
(if any)
Charge to

(Report will be sent to submitter and copied to county.)

This form may be used for lawn, vegetable garden,

fruit plantings, or flower gardens. Please fill out

form and mail with soil samples and testing fee to
the Towa State Univer-

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

University Extension

Lab No. Sample Crop Code Test For crop codes 7,8,9 only sity Soil Plant Analysis
Do Not Use Number (crop to Series Soil Type Sample Laboratory, G-501
be grown) Code (SMU) Depth Agronomy, lowa State

University, Ames, lowa
50011-1010. Current fee
for the testing service is
$8 per sample to test for
lime requirement, phos-
phorous, and potash.
See price list below for
costs of testing for other
nutrients. Make money
order or check payable
to lowa State University
Soil and Plant Analysis
Laboratory.

Crop Codes Sample Depth Test Series Codes

1. Vegetable and/or flower gardens............ccccccevveennneennn 0-6 inches (Use one code per sample)....... Cost/sample

2. Existing lawn (>2 years old).................. 0-3 inches below thatch 1. Regular series: pH (for lime

3. New lawn (new seeding or sod) ............. 0-3 inches below thatch requirements), B, K ................oooovroon $8.00

;}. imallf friit {)la?ting .................................................. 001-2 ?ncEes 2. Regular series + O.M. .oooovvvvrvrroo $11.00

. Tree fruit planting .......c..c.ccccoveveecrienecniinennenennen. -12 inches ,

6. Shade treepandlorgshrub plant ..o, 0-12 inches 3. Regular + ZINC. oo $12.00

7. VINEYATdS.....veuiviiniiieiiecece e 0-6 + 6-12 inches 4. Regular series + O.M. + Zinc........ $15.00

8. Commercial gardens...........cccooveveirierinieieenieeenenenns 0-6 inches 5. pH and lime only........ccooooiniins $5.00

9. Athletic turf............coooii 0-3 inches

(for vineyards only)
6. Regular series + O.M. + Zinc + Mg... $15.50
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Instruction for Taking Samples

Soil tests are only as accurate as the samples submitted for analysis. Therefore, proper collection of soil samples is ex-
tremely important. Special bags for submitting soil samples can be obtained free from your Iowa State University

Extension County office.

1. Obtain at least one separate composite sample for each
acre, or less if conditions vary. For lawns, one composite
sample is sufficient, or at most one each from front and
back lawn. A composite (representative) sample consists
of up to 15 cores.

2. Obtain a separate composite sample for each different
soil type. Difference in soil type can be noted by texture,
color, drainage, and slope.

3. For each composite sample use a soil probe, soil auger,
spade, or garden trowel and obtain a small core of soil
from at least 10 to 15 different places in the same area.
Place the cores in a clean bucket and mix well. Take about
one cup to one and a half cups of the soil and place in
sample bag to submit for testing.

4. To obtain the core, scrape away the surface litter. With
one of the tools mentioned above, take a small core from
the plow layer (0 to 6 inches deep) for vegetables, flowers,
and fruits, and place in the bucket. In case of row crops,
take the cores between the rows.

5. For ornamental trees and shrubs, take the soil cores to a
depth of 12 inches.

6. In lawns and other established turfgrass areas, take the
cores to a depth of 3 inches below the sod. Do not include
the “sod” plug or cap in the sample.

7. Label each sample bag with a number and your name.
Number the samples in consecutive order as 1, 2, 3, etc.
Keep a record of these numbers.

8. Samples should be sent to the Soil and Plant Analysis
Laboratory in a field moist condition. Do not dry the
samples before mailing.

9. Mail the samples to the Soil and Plant Analysis Labora-
tory within 24 hours after they are taken. If this is impos-
sible, put the samples in the refrigerator or deep freeze
until they can be mailed.

10. Be sure to keep a record for yourself of the area from
which the samples were taken. This sheet will not be
returned to you.

11. Magnesium analysis is only available for vineyards.
Interpretation for magnesium will not be made by the lab
for any other crops.

12. SMU are soil map units. Use the soil survey map for
your county to determine soil types in the areas to be
sampled before collecting sample cores. The soil survey
for a particular county is available at most ISU Extension
County offices.

13. Visit http://www.agron.iastate.edu/soiltesting/
howto(hortcrops).htm for additional instructions on how
to take samples for tree fruits and grapes.

Remember: Overuse of chemical fertilizer may lead to ground and surface water contamination in homes, farms, and

communities.

File: Horticulture and Landscape Architecture
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... and justice for all

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orien-
tation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative
formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write
USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th
and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call
202-720-5964.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May

8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. Jack M. Payne, director, Cooperative Extension Service,
lowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, lowa.



