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With the Help of Easter Seals, Marvin Raises 20,000 Pheasants 

Marvin, a bird farmer from northwest Iowa is helped by the Easter Seals Rural Solutions program.

Driving a car, writing a check, and raising 20,000 pheasants annually, are all tasks that Marvin does with out second thought - without arms.

Marvin lost both of his arms at that age of seven in a power take off accident.  

“I grew up with out them (arms).  I cannot remember doing anything with arms.  It may take me longer to do things, but I want to be independent and do things for myself.”

Marvin, his wife, Jody, and their four children live in rural Inwood, Iowa. Marvin was born and raised on a farm and has always had a dream of farming.  After working off farm jobs, he decided he really wanted to return to farming.  He just was not quite sure how he could do it.

Over two years ago, Marvin started his alternative agriculture enterprise and returned to the farm. Marvin is not the typical Iowa farm; he raises woodland ducks, pheasants, quail, and various other types of birds for the hunting and taxidermy market. Annually they raise 20,000 – 30,000 pheasants and have over 70 different kinds of ducks.  

Before Marvin met Chuck Larson at Easter Seals, he was carrying 5 pound buckets of feed and water for with the use of his shoulder, neck, and teeth. Marvin worked with Chuck and April Allen, Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services (IVRS) to find ways to better accommodate his limitations. Marvin will automate his game farm, to make it possible for him to expand his operation and decrease the strain and stress on his body.  The automatic system will both water and feed his birds.  In addition to the automatic feeding and watering units, Marvin also will use a vacuum cleaning system for the brooder houses.

“He is an inspiration to everyone.  Amidst barriers, he has shown that with hard work, motivation, and a little support, he can accomplish anything,” says Allen

“Easter Seals helped me find easier, safer, and different ways to do the farm tasks. I wanted to be a farmer. I just wasn’t sure how I could do it. I never dreamed of a program specific for farmers, they’ve been a great help,” says Marvin.

Easter Seals Rural Solutions program works with farm family members who acquired disabilities – whether they’re hurt on or off the farm – by making modifications to the farm, adopting equipment and incorporating home accessibility options. 

“I want to be independent.  Easter Seals has helped me feel like I can accomplish something,” reported Marvin.
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