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Roll Over Protection Structures Save Lives

AMES, Iowa –Agriculture continues as the most deadly industry in the United States based on the number of deaths per 100,000 workers. Agriculture’s death rate is eight times higher than the average of all the industries in the United States. The leading causes of these agricultural fatalities are tractor overturns, runovers and collisions. The tragedy is that the majority of these agricultural fatalities are preventable.

 “More than one-third of all agricultural fatalities reported in Iowa involved a farm tractor,” said Charles Schwab, Iowa State University (ISU) Extension safety specialist. “These are Iowans who lost their lives while driving, riding or working around a tractor, which is significant considering the addition of protective equipment or enforcement of the simple “no rider” rule would have prevented a majority of these deaths.”

Schwab monitors farm-related injuries from news reports and captures. Of the 16 tractor deaths recorded in 2006, eight happened when the tractor overturned; two were run over by a tractor; six were the result of traffic collisions, train collisions or miscellaneous causes. Schwab speculates that most people believe that only careless operators are killed. Reality is these victims are safe and experienced operators that made the choice of operating a tractor without ROPS or offering a ride to a child, he added. 

Schwab and other safety educators maintain that many tractor-related deaths can be prevented. Rollover protection structures (ROPS) keep the tractor operator in a safe area if the tractor overturns. It’s estimated that more than half of the approximate 4.7 million tractors in the United States are missing the safety protection of a RPS. Tractors built since 1985 have ROPS as part of their design, but that doesn’t solve the problem of older tractors without ROPS, he added. Choosing to operate a tractor with ROPS is gambling with your life.
 “Tractor rides for kids have always been potentially deadly activity on a farm,” Schwab said. “These innocent like scenes of a child riding on the tractor with a parent or grandparent are extremely danger situations that can take a child’s life in just a moment and destroy families’ dreams.” 

“Using rollover protection structures can go a long ways toward reducing fatalities,” Schwab said. “This year’s National Farm Safety Week theme, ‘it’s easier to bury a tradition than a child’ guides us to improve tractor safety by not allowing extra riders and upgrading the safety equipment like ROPS on older tractors.” 
Sept. 16-22 marks the 64th observance of National Farm Safety and Health Week by the National Safety Council and other safety organizations throughout the country. 
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