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When Should I do That? 

Spring is just around the corner and with that come questions regarding uncovering plants, cutting ornamental grasses and 

applying dormant oil sprays.  For help with these questions, I am including answers that Richard Jauron, ISU Extension 

Horticulturalist, provided in a recent article. 

  

When should I remove the mulch on my strawberry bed?  To reduce the chances of crop damage from a late frost or 

freeze, leave the mulch on as long as possible. Removing the mulch in March may encourage the plants to bloom before 

the danger of frost is past. Temperatures of thirty two degrees Fahrenheit or lower may severely damage or destroy open 

flowers. Since the first flowers produce the largest berries, a late spring frost or freeze can drastically reduce yields.  

 

To determine when to remove mulch, periodically examine the strawberry plants in spring. Remove the mulch from the 

strawberry planting when approximately twenty five percent of the plants are producing new growth. New growth will be 

white or yellow in color. (If possible, the winter mulch on strawberries should remain until mid-April in central Iowa.)  

When removing the mulch, rake the material to the aisles between rows. If there is a threat of a frost or freeze later in 

spring during bloom, lightly rake the mulch over the strawberry plants.   

 

I placed soil around the base of my hybrid tea roses in fall.  When should I remove the soil?   Remove the soil in 

mid-April in northern portions of the state. A frost or freeze in early spring shouldn’t harm the roses.  After removing the 

soil, prune out any dead wood. Live wood is green and possesses plump, healthy buds. Dead wood is light to dark brown 

in color. When pruning, make the cuts about one inch below the dead, brown-colored sections. Remove the entire cane if 

there is no sign of life.  

  

When should I cut back my ornamental grasses?  Many ornamental grasses provide color, sound and movement to the 

winter landscape.  Because of these winter features, cut back ornamental grasses in April in Iowa. Cut back the grasses to 

within two to four inches of the ground with hand shears, lopping shears or hedge trimmers.  

  

When should I apply a dormant oil spray to my fruit trees?   Dormant oil sprays are highly refined petroleum products 

that are mixed with water and applied to trees and shrubs to control aphids, spider mites and scale. Dormant oils destroy 

pests by suffocating them. When applied properly, the thin film of oil plugs the spiracles or pores through which the mite 

or insect breathes.  

  

Proper timing is critical when using dormant oil sprays. Dormant oils should be applied in late March or early April in 

Iowa before the trees show signs of breaking dormancy (before “bud break”). Dormant oils applied in February or early 

March are not effective, as insects are not actively respiring at this time and, therefore, not vulnerable to the oil’s 

suffocating effects. Dormant oil sprays should be applied as close to bud break as possible.  

 

For more information, contact the Grundy office of ISU Extension at 319-824-6979. 

 


