Tip of the Week 

     Extension Tip of the Week

October 1, 2007

Planting Fall Bulbs

As the garden season winds down for the year, now is a great time to select and plant a few spring-flowering bulbs for next year. Spring-flowering bulbs offer color and fragrance to the garden before many other plants are in full bloom. Traditional bulbs are daffodils, tulips, and hyacinths, while the more unusual are ornamental onions, fritillaries, and dwarf iris. 

When selecting bulbs choose firm solid bulbs and avoid shriveled or lightweight bulbs. Size does matter when selecting bulbs. The bigger the bulb, the better the show in the spring! 

October is a great time to plant spring-flowering bulbs. The soil temperatures in early fall are ideal for good root development. However, some bulbs like tulips may emerge in the fall if they are planted in September before the soil temperatures begin to cool. Procrastinators can plant spring-flowering bulbs as late as December if the ground remains unfrozen. 

The more suitable the site, the longer the bulbs will last in the garden. The soil should be fertile and well drained. Most bulbs prefer a sunny site as well. Bulbs are often successful beneath a high branched deciduous tree because they usually flower before the tree fully leafs out. After the bulbs have finished flowering, many can tolerate the light shade from trees. Bulbs with different bloom times can be mixed together for a long-lasting display. Plant bulbs in large groups for maximum visual impact. 

Proper bulb depth is another important planting requirement; follow the package labeling. The general rule is to plant the bulb at the depth of 2 1/2 to 3 times the height of the bulb. Don't forget to plant your bulbs right side up; the pointy tip is the top of the bulb. Fertilizers like 5-10-5, Bulb Booster, or Bone Meal can be incorporated into the soil at the time of planting. Bone meal is often slower acting and more expensive than the others. These fertilizers are more important for the development of next year's bulb than they are for the upcoming flowers of this year's bulb.
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