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Adair County 4-H Newsletter

February, 2006

Feb.
3
Area Project Award Applications due in Extension Office

Feb.
4
Clover Kids, 1st-3rd graders, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m., Extension office meeting room

Feb.
5
Youth Council meeting, 1:30 p.m. at Extension office followed by Valentine Day 

Party at Greenfield Manor

Feb.
6
Neely-Kinyon Annual Meeting, 9:30 – 3:00 p.m., Extension office meeting room

Feb.
7
Confinement Site Manure Management Training, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m., Adair City Hall

Feb.
9
Preschool Enhancement Networking Meeting, 5 – 6:30 p.m., Extension office



meeting room

Feb.
14
Commercial Manure Management (dry) Training, 9 – 12 noon, Extension office

 

meeting room, advance registration requested.

Feb.
17-18-19
Iowa Beef Expo 2006 Junior Show

Feb.
19
Horse Project Planning Meeting, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m., Extension office meeting



room; All horse project members and parents encouraged to attend

Feb.
19
SW Iowa Area Council Meeting, Corning, 1:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Feb.
24
Ag Business Career Adventure Trip to ISU. Open to 8th – 11th graders. $7.50



Registration required by February 16th.

Feb.
24
Protect Iowa Health Poster Contest entries due.
Feb.
24
Horse Jamboree entries due to Adair County Extension Office

Feb.
26
County Bowling Party, 1:30-3:30 p.m., Stuart Bowl

Feb.
27
Adair County Extension Council meeting, 7:00 p.m.

March 
1
National 4-H Photography Contest entries due.
March
4
Clover Kids, 1st-3rd graders, 10:00-11:30 a.m., Extension office meeting room

March 
4
4-H Judges’ Training, Creston, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

March
6
First Flight Contest 2006 entries due.
March
10
Iowa Egg Council recipe contest entries due.


March
11
Garden Workshop, Henry A. Wallace Country Life Center, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.,

$20 per person includes lunch and door prizes. For more information, call the Extension office 641-743-8412 or 1-800-ISUE 399.

March
11
Optimist Oratorical Contest, St. John’s Catholic Church Parish Hall, Greenfield



Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Contest at 9:00 a.m.

March
12
SW Iowa Area Recognition Interviews, Atlantic

March
20
Junior Camp Counselor applications due to Extension office

March 
21
4-H Day at Legislature, Des Moines

March
22-27
4-H/FFA Swine Tagging

March
23
Food Safety Quality Assurance (FSQA) Certification meeting, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m., Extension office meeting room

March 
24
Animal Science/Vet Med Career Adventure Trip to ISU. Open to 8th – 11th graders; $7.50; Registration required by March 16th.

March 
25
3 on 3 Basketball Tournament, 3rd – 8th graders, NV Middle School, Fontanelle

March
25-26
Horse Jamboree, Kildee Hall, ISU, Ames

March
31
Pop tabs due to the Extension office for Youth Council service project

April
3
Adair County Community Service Scholarships due

April
17-23
National Volunteer Week – Inspire By Example

May
13
4-H/FFA Sheep Weigh-in, Fairgrounds
June
8-9
SOFA Trip, Waterloo, Iowa Falls and Des Moines
June
11-13
SW Iowa 4-H Camp, Madrid
June
12-15
Iowa Agricultural Youth Institute, Ames
June 
20-21
Royal Adventure for Intermediate 4-H’ers, Kansas City

June
27-29
State 4-H Youth Conference for 8th – 12th graders, Ames

July
26-30
Adair County Fair

August
10-20
Iowa State Fair
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Welcome Jesse Z and Mason C, Summerset Citizens; Chantel S, Grove Champions; and Natsuko A, Harrison Hummers, as the most recent new members to the Adair County 4-H Program!

Let’s keep this list of new members growing every month. There is still plenty of time to recruit someone to join your 4-H club. We currently have 195 members. Remember our goal is to hit the 275 mark. Invite a friend to join your club, today!

Area and State Recognition
The Southwest Iowa Area Recognition interviews will be Sunday, March 12th at the Cass County Extension Office in Atlantic. All 9th – 12th graders are eligible to participate. During the process 

4-H’ers will be competing to advance from Southwest Iowa to the state for National 4-H Congress, National 4-H Conference, State 4-H Council, Youth Tech Team and State Project Awards. The first step in the process is to put together a 5-page application. If you are diligently working on your application, be sure to get it to the Extension office by Friday, February 3rd.

Keep your Club Moving




      

We’re counting on clubs to keep the Food and Fitness Craze movement going. Make sure to log when you serve healthy snacks, do physical activity as a club, and complete leadership or service projects related to healthy eating or getting your community moving. We’ll be recognizing the top Food and Fitness club at next year’s Award Day. In addition, one member will be recognized with the special Food and Fitness Award.
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Join the county council for a countywide bowling party on Sunday, February 26th in Stuart. Your entire family is invited to share in the fun from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. The cost is only $3.00 per person and includes shoe rental, unlimited bowling, and cool prizes to be given throughout the party. This is an excellent way to get your club and your family moving. Please let us know if you plan to attend by February 20th. Call our office or email wallaced@iastate.edu with your reservation.

[image: image5.wmf]Round up your outstanding basketball players and form a team for the 3 on 3 tournament planned by the Washington Stars for March 25th at the NV Middle School in Fontanelle. Team members don’t need to be 4-H’ers. The double elimination tournament is featuring divisions for both girls and boys. Grade groupings are 3rd & 4th, 5th & 6th, and 7th & 8th grades. They can only accept 8 teams per division so enter today. Entry forms are available at the NV Middle School, NV Elementary schools, and the Extension office.

Agriculture Career Adventure Trips

Two adventure trips to Iowa State University in Ames are planned for February 24th (registration required by February 16th) and March 24th (registration required by March 16th). These adventure trips are open to 8th – 11th graders. During the adventures, you will learn about careers in agriculture; participate in hands-on workshops and tours; eat lunch with current students and check-out a residence hall room. You may sign-up for one or both trips. The February 24th trip focuses on ag business while the March 24th trip will feature animal science and veterinary medicine. Cost is only $7.50 per trip and includes lunch and transportation. For more details and to register, call the Adair County Extension Office 641-743-8412 or 1-800-ISUE399. Registration materials are also available 

on-line at www.extension@iastate.edu/adair/ 

Hands to Larger Service

The Adair County 4-H Youth Council is once again issuing a pop tab challenge to every 4-H club in the county. They’re asking clubs to collect tabs through March 31st for Ronald McDonald House. Youth Council members will take them to Ronald McDonald House in Des Moines where they will pack them in large McDonald french fry boxes. Get your classroom, family, local restaurants, church, or even your parent’s workplace involved in the challenge. Hold on to your pop tabs and bring them in all at once. Package them in large zip lock bags, plastic ice cream buckets, or even boxes. Put your club name on each container and bring them to the Extension office by March 31st.

Be sure you are logging those hours of community service during the year. Start volunteering now so you can be among the President’s Volunteer Service Award winners at next year’s 4-H Awards Day. Record all volunteer service by date. Note what you did and the number of hours you spent volunteering. You may download the log from our website www.extension.iastate.edu/adair/ or give the Extension office a call at 641-743-8412 or 1-800-ISUE399 to mail you a log sheet.
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Be sure to attend the Horse Project Planning Meeting Sunday, February 19th, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at the Adair County Extension Office meeting room. This organizational meeting is for horse project members and parents, also. If you don’t have a riding helmet, you may order one at the meeting or contact the Extension office. A statewide policy requires that all 4-H’ers wear a helmet every time they are mounted including horse practices and county fair.

The State 4-H Horse Jamboree will be held March 25 – 26th at Kildee Hall and the Farm Bureau Pavilion on the Iowa State University campus in Ames. The schedule includes Hippology, Horse Quiz Bowl, Individual and Team Presentations, Public Speaking, Drawing, Painting, Photography, Poetry and Poster. Entry deadline is March 1st. Contact the Extension office for more details.

Promote Iowa Health Poster Contest

The Iowa Department of Public Health is asking for YOUR help in teaching other Iowa students and their families about personal preparedness. Taking the time to get ready before an emergency is important; being prepared can and does save lives. Theme for the poster contest is “Protect Iowa Health: Prepare Because You Care”. A $200 grand prize savings bond will be presented to the Iowa 6th, 7th or 8th grader who wins the poster contest. The winning poster will be distributed across the State of Iowa and the winner’s school will receive an educational materials gift package valued at $500. Contest finalists will receive savings bonds ranging from $50 - $100. Entries must be postmarked by February 24th. Contest rules and the required entry form are available at the Extension office or http://www.protectiowahealth.org/  

Optimist Oratorical Contest

Topic:  “My Future Is Bright Because….”

When: Saturday, March 11th. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Contest at 9:00.

Who: Open to boys and girls in the Orient-Macksburg and Nodaway Valley School Districts under the age of 16 as of December 31, 2005.  

Where: St. John’s Catholic Church Parish Hall, Greenfield

Contest rules are available through English teachers and guidance counselors at O-M, NV West Elementary and Nodaway Valley Middle School, Orient, Greenfield, and Fontanelle Libraries and at www.optimistorg  Questions can be directed to contest chair, Elaine Bohling at 641-743-2208.

National 4-H Photography Contest

The National 4-H Council needs winning photos from our state and county fairs (2001 – 2006) to create the 2008 4-H Calendar. Thirteen photographs will be selected. For more details, call the Extension office or check out our website at www.extension@iastate.edu/adair/  Entry deadline is March 1st.
If You have Never Experienced Flight, but would like to, Check This Out!

The Iowa Space Grant Consortium has announced a new opportunity for 3rd – 6th graders that have never flown. Fifteen Iowa students, who have never experienced flight and will not turn 12 before August 31, 2006, will receive a free flight on Allegiant Air. Winners must be accompanied by an adult who has purchased a ticket on the same flight with the student. For more information, contact the Extension office of http://cosmos.ssol.iastate.edu/isgc/firstflt.htm  Entry deadline is March 6th.
Would you like to be a Junior Camp Counselor?

You just need to be a 4-H’er and 16 year of age by June 11, 2006. Area 4-H Junior Camp for 4th – 5th graders will be held June 11 – 13 at the state 4-H Camping Center near Madrid. You will need to attend two required training sessions in mid and late May. Applications are available at the Extension office and must be completed and returned to the office by Monday, March 20th.

Reminders:

Food Safety Quality Assurance (FSQA) –

If you are planning to exhibit beef, swine, sheep, dairy (both dairy cattle and dairy goat), meat goat, rabbit or poultry at the Iowa State Fair or AK-SAR-BEN this year, you must be FSQA certified. Certification training will be March 23rd, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Extension office meeting room.
Parents are encouraged to attend, too.

Market Beef project members -

All market beef entries must gain at least 2.4 lbs per day on feed to be eligible for a blue ribbon.

Swine project members –

You must have your pigs prior to the March 22 -27 tagging period. Start making plans now so you have your project animals before the deadline. Tagging is done right on your farm. You’re responsible for having your pigs ear notched prior to tagging. If you need an ear notching guide, contact the Extension office.

Each exhibitor may tag up to 25 pigs. (This includes any combination of market pigs and breeding gilts.) Up to 6 head of the pigs can be identified for the carcass contest. 

You can bring 8 market hogs to the county fair. You may show up to three individuals in each the market barrow and market gilt division and two pens of three (any sex). Each exhibitor can exhibit 2 breeding gilts.

Swine members may take their pigs home from the county fair again this year. However, exhibitors that choose this option must comply with State Health Rules which require the pigs to be isolated for at least 30 days after the fair and be tested for pseudorabies, at the owner’s expense, between 30 and 60 days after the fair.

If you’re thinking about exhibiting pigs at the Iowa State Fair 4-H Show, please give our office a call. The Intent to Participate form is due March 14th. Verification for swine to be shown at the Iowa State Fair will take place April 22, 8:00 – 9:30 a.m. at the Madison County Fairgrounds in Winterset.

Looking Ahead to Summer

Speak Out For Agriculture is open to all 7th – 12th graders interested in agriculture.  This year SOFA will head to Northeast Iowa to visit Hawkeye Community College, Cedar Valley Arboretum and Botanical Gardens, John Deere Engine Works and Hawkeye Renewables, an ethanol plant near Iowa Falls.  The group will stop in Des Moines to visit the Meyocks Group and World Pork Expo. Circle June 8 & 9, the dates of the trip, on your calendars.  The bus fills up fast so watch for the registration materials in the April newsletter.

SW Iowa Junior Camp is set for June 11-13 at the 4-H Camping Center near Madrid. Camp counselor applications (must be 16 by the first day of camp) are now available and must be turned in by March 20th.

Iowa Agricultural Youth Institute for 9th – 12th graders will be June 12 – 15 at Iowa State University in Ames.

Kansas City Royal Adventure is open to all 7th and 8th graders. The trip to Kansas City is set for 

June 20-21. Planned stops include Science City, Kaufmann Stadium and Harvestors.
State 4-H Conference is a great experience for 8th – 12th graders. State Council members, Matt M and Natalie B are helping plan this fun and educational event set for June 27-29 in Ames. If you’re interested in livestock production, you can sign up for special tracts for sheep, swine, beef, dairy, and horse.

Scholarship Opportunities

West Central Coop is once again offering the Excellence in Agriculture scholarship for sons and daughters of West Central Cooperative members. You must have at least a 2.50 GPA and plan to study some area of agriculture. Applications are available at our office and are due by February 10th.

Adair County Soil and Water Conservation District Scholarship applications are due February 27th. For more information call (641) 743-6124.

Adair County Corn & Soybean Association – parent must be member. Applications are due March 1st and are available at the Extension office or by calling Kathy Rohrig (641) 337-5436 or email rohrig@mddc.com 

Iowa Soybean Association Ag Scholarship – Open to high school seniors who plan on attending any ag-related college or university; strong preference to students with parents or grandparents who are  Iowa Soybean Association members. Applications must be postmarked by March 1st and are available at the Extension office.

Adair County Farm Bureau and Iowa Farm Bureau Federation – parent must be member. Applications for both the County and State scholarships are due March 1st and are available at the Extension office or online www.iowafarmbureau.com  Go to Grants and Scholarships section.

Application brochures are available for the Herbert Hoover Uncommon Student Award, a $5,000 scholarship program for Iowa high school juniors. The postmark deadline is March 31, 2006. Students chosen for the program receive a $750 stipend. In addition, three $5,000 scholarships are awarded for study at an accredited two or four-year college or university anywhere in the country.  The award is sponsored by the Hoover Presidential Library Association, a nonprofit support group for the Hoover Presidential Library-Museum and National Historic Site in West Branch.  For more information, visit www.hooverassociation.org  or contact Patricia Hand at 800-828-0475.

Adair County Pork Producers – parent must be member for two year, including current year. Applications are due April 1st and are available at the Extension office or by calling Grace Evans (641) 336-2491 or Gina Meisenheimer (641) 745-2242.

Farmers Electric Cooperative – parent must be member. Applications are due April 3rd and are available at the Extension office or for more information call Donna Neideigh (641) 743-6146.

Adair County 4-H Community Service Scholarship applications are due April 3rd and are available at the Extension office. You must be a 4-H member and have completed service work.

Seeking Former 4-H’ers to Share Stories

If you have a former 4-H’er in your family or know a former 4-H’er, encourage them to contact Chris Gleason at (515) 294-1557 or email cgleason@iastate.edu Interviewed volunteers will be showcased in the Why Opportunity Works (WOW) Center at the Extension 4-H Youth Building and will have a chance to mentor young 4-H’ers and give them a sense of how the 4-H program prepares them for the future.

At Your Next Club Meeting
· Make plans to attend the countywide Bowling Party. 

· Check on the Pop Tab challenge – see how your club is doing. Recruit others to help in your collection effort.

· Remind swine project members of swine tagging March 22 – 27.

· Check club membership list. Review project sign-up and make necessary changes.

· Make a plan for re-enrolling past members who haven’t re-enrolled this year.

· Encourage members & parents to check out our website www.extension.iastate.edu/adair/
· Think about a club field trip. Get ideas for places to visit and how to organize a field trip from Money Craze and Food & Fitness Craze.

· Consider purchasing one or more trophies for the county fair.


Members of the Jefferson Pioneers participated in a Money Craze Activity during their January meeting where older members teamed up with younger members to practice counting change. Great idea!

The Way Out Walnuts conducted their Christmas tree pick-up and delivered plates of cookies to businesses in Adair and Casey. Excellent service project!

Nodaway Valley Clover Kids and Washington Stars are “Going the Distance” again this year, because they enjoyed it so much last year! The Adair County Wing Walkers have also signed up. Keep moving!

4-H alumnus, Livia F, returned from a trip to Chile and Nicaragua and shared her pictures and experiences about agriculture, living conditions, poverty, schools, and city life with members of the Summit Super Stars. She showed what coffee beans look like on the trees, how they are harvested and what they smell like. 

Rolling Hills Bank & Trust has chosen Velista M as a recipient of this year’s Rolling Hills Heifer Project. She was given five bred heifers. After five years, the student pays back to the program, either in cash or with five bred heifers. Congratulations, Velista!

The following groups and individuals are sponsoring trophies for the Adair County Fair: Grace Evans, Richland Royals 4-H Club, Jefferson Pioneers 4-H Club, Summit Super Stars 4-H Club, Lynn Bohling Family and Bill and Jeanette Crees. You can sponsor a small trophy for $10, a communication trophy for $12.50, or a large trophy for $17.50. If you’d like to be a trophy donor, contact the Extension office.

Congratulations to the Iowa Horse Bowl Team members: Brittany W, Alecia H, Anna P, Kyle H, and Karen H, their coach, on capturing sixth place at the 2006 Western National Horse Classic held in Denver, Colorado.

Thanks to the 12 clubs and organizations that participated in the Christmas Light Spectacular at the fairgrounds over the holidays. Those participating were the Adair County Buckaroos, Wing Walkers, Grove Champions, Harrison Hummers, Jefferson Pioneers, Nodaway Valley Clover Kids, Orient Bulldogs, Summerset Citizens, Washington Stars, Youth Council, FFA and Girl Scouts. The proceeds from the donations given in the drop box will be evenly divided between the groups who participated. Be thinking of ideas to decorate the fairgrounds for next year. 









-Adair County Buckaroos

The Iowa Egg Council is sponsoring a recipe contest. Recipes should be original and must contain a minimum of 6 whole eggs. There is both a youth (9th – 12th graders) and adult division. The top prize in each division is $500. Entry deadline is March 10th. For complete details or an entry form, contact the Extension office.

4-H clubs are invited to be a part of Greenfield’s Sesquicentennial Parade which will be held Saturday, July 1st, 10:30 a.m. Put your ideas together and plan to participate. For more information, call Ardith Buckner at 641-743-2163 or 641-743-6410.

Attention club reporters or secretaries:  Thank you for letting the Extension office know what your club is doing. Keep up the good work! We love to include happenings from your club in this section of the newsletter. Just call 743-8412 or 1-800-ISUE 399 or e-mail wallaced@iastate.edu 

RE-ENROLLMENTS
If you haven’t re-enrolled in 4-H, now is the time to do so.

Your re-enrollment card is enclosed. Take 2 minutes to complete the form.

Make sure to get a parent signature. Turn it in at the Extension office or mail it to

Adair County Extension, 202 S. 1st Street, Greenfield  IA 50849.

You can even fax it to 641-743-0023.
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Phyllis Raper Announces Retirement

Phyllis Raper, long-time extension office assistant, plans to retire the end of March due to health reasons. She is currently on sick leave. Get well wishes may be sent to Phyllis Raper, PO Box 351, Fontanelle  IA  50846.
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Information for Adults

4-H judges training will be held in Creston Saturday, March 4, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Morning sessions will deal with Food & Nutrition; Ag and Natural Resources; and Science, Mechanics and Engineering. Afternoon sessions will be on Food and Nutrition; Home Improvement; Photography, and Communications. Call the Extension office 641-743-8412 or 1-800-ISUE 399 for more details.

National 4-H Conference is held each Spring in Washington D.C. An adult volunteer accompanies the small Iowa delegation. If you would like to be considered for the 2007 National 4-H Conference, ask our office for an application. Applications are due April 15th.
Check-out the Adair County Website at www.extension.iastate.edu/adair/
Go to the Kids and Teen/4-H Section to see the latest news and view photos. Club photos from Awards Day are posted under 4-H Honors Youth & Friends.

If you have suggestions on how to make our web page more useful, please let us know.

Prepared by:
Donna Wallace



Administrative Assistant - Youth

Have You Heard








