To:
  Iowa County 4-H Members
From:
  Iowa County 4-H Committee

Subject:  2009 4-H Awards

Here is the 2009 Award Packet.  Please remember, if you have any questions during this process contact your 4-H Club Leader or Mary at the Extension.  All of us are more than happy to help you in any way possible.  All record books are due to your club leader on or before September 1, 2009.  Please note:  Some leaders may require record books due to them before September 1st.  Double check with your 4-H Leader when they would like record books to them.
Here is a summary of what is due and when.  Please remember a complete record book consists of:  Yearly Summary, Project Record (Basic, Experienced or Advanced) and Record Keeping Self Evaluation. We have enclosed 4-H recordkeeping forms on-line page. We would like you to visit this website,  download these forms or contact the Extension Office and pick up the forms you need.  *Please check with your Club Leaders if your club requires more than these forms.

Iowa County 4-H Awards Summary

	Individual Awards
	Who’s Eligible (Jr., Int., Sr.)
	How to Apply

	Club Project Award
	Jr., Int., Sr.
	4-H’er submits Form & Record Book to Leader by Sept. 1st.

	Outstanding Record Book
	Jr., Int., Sr.
	4-H’er submits Record book to Leader by Sept. 1st.

	Year Member Award
	Jr., Int., Sr.
	4-H’er submits Record book to Leader by Sept. 1st.

	Outstanding Secretary’s Book
	Secretary
	Submit Secretary’s Book to the Ext. Office by Sept. 15.

	Outstanding Treasurer’s Book
	Treasurer
	Submit Treasurer’s Folder to the Ext. Office by Sept. 15.

	Outstanding Historian’s Book
	Historian
	Submit Historian’s Book to the Ext. Office by Sept. 15.

	County Project Awards
	Jr., Int., Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	Iowa County Makes a Difference
	Jr., Int., Sr.
	Leader submits Nomination

	Achievement
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	Agriculture
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	Ak-Sar-Ben
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits .application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	Citizenship
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	David McCartney Family
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	“I Dare You”
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	Leadership
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	Iowa County 4-H Scholarship
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	The Walker Acres Opportunity Scholarship
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews

	Zentmire Award
	Sr.
	4-H’er turns in Record Book to Leader, submits application/support materials to Ext. Office and Interviews
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    Iowa County 4-H 

Member Award Packet
This packet includes Iowa County Award Application Information for members and contains the following:

· Iowa County 4-H Awards—this summarizes the purpose and criteria of all club and county awards.

Club Level Awards
· Club Project Award Application & Checklist—Use this form to apply for Club Project Awards and turn it in to your leader along with your 4-H Record by Sept. 1.

County Level Awards

· Iowa County Award Application Cover—Use this form to apply for county awards. 

· Use a separate cover sheet for each county project award application.

· Only one cover and supporting materials which summarize your 4-H years should be submitted for the senior awards. 

· Please staple in the upper left corner only an Iowa County Award Application Cover to the front of your 1 to 5 pages of support materials and turn in to the Extension Office by Sept. 15. 

· After your application and support materials are received, interviews with all county awards applicants will be scheduled. 

· Organizing Your Support Materials (for County Awards)—This handout is designed to help you put together your support materials for your county award applications.

· All 4-Hers applying for county awards need to submit a 1 to 5 page resume, story, or portfolio OR a 5 to 10 minute audio or video record as support materials for their award application. The resume or story can include pictures of the 4-Her’s years of activities.

· You will submit different support materials for each county project award, but when applying for the senior awards your support materials should be an accumulation of your years in 4-H.  (You do not have to write 5 pages for each senior award – just one accumulation story. Be sure that your support materials address the criteria for the award for which you are applying.)  

· Please no font less than 10 point.

· Be sure to include any problems that you overcame when achieving your goals.

·  See “Organizing Your Support Materials” for additional help.
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IIowa County 4-H Awards
Club Project Awards 

This award recognizes members who have done a variety of activities to help them gain knowledge in a project area.  Youth may apply for as many project awards as they desire (and are eligible for). Award winners will receive a green bar for their award plaque. 

How to apply:  

· Complete records for this project area

· Complete the Club Project Award Application & Checklist form and turn it in to your 4-H leader by September 1.

Outstanding Record Keeping Awards

This award recognizes members who complete outstanding record keeping.  This is a competitive award.  Award winners will receive an “Outstanding Record Keeping” bar for their award plaque.

How to apply:

· Records must be turned in to leaders by September 1. 

· Records must be well-organized and complete

· Any type of record-keeping system may be submitted (book, computer format, portfolio, audio/video tape, etc.)

Year Member Award

This award recognizes members who meet the minimum expectations of a 4-H’er. Members will receive a Year Member Award bar for their award plaque.

Criteria:

· 4-H’er has been enrolled in 4-H for the current year

· 4-H’er has completed a record keeping system for the current year

· 4-H’er participated in at least one project area

· 4-H’er participated in county fair (either by exhibiting or assisting with activities)

· 4-H’er attended at least 50% of meetings for the year (if member joined late in the year, then 50% of meetings from the time he/she joined)

How to apply:

· Members do not apply for this award.  Leaders will submit names of eligible members.

Iowa County Make A Difference Award

This award recognizes youth who demonstrate good character in an effort to enhance 4-H at either a club or county level.  

Criteria:

· Member must demonstrate excellence in the character traits of trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship.  They use these skills to enhance the 4-H program in their club or county
How to apply:

· Members do not apply for this award.  It will be nominated by leaders, superintendents, and other volunteers

County Project Awards

This award recognizes outstanding project members who have done a variety of activities to help them gain knowledge in a project area and who are interested in learning the process used for area and state award programs.  Youth may apply for as many project awards as they desire (and are eligible for).  Award winners will receive a bar for their award plaque.

How to apply for County Project Awards:

· Turn record book in to club leader by Sept. 1

· Submit Iowa County Award Application Cover and Support Material for each project ward you are applying for to the Extension Office by Sept. 15

· Interview with the 4-H Committee

Senior 4-H Awards

How to apply for Senior Awards:

· Turn record book in to club leader by Sept 1

· Submit Iowa County Award Application Cover and Support Material to Extension Office by Sept 15

· Interview with the 4-H Committee

· Achievement Award

This award recognizes 4-H’ers who shows personal growth through participation in a variety of 4-H projects and activities. 

Demonstrate participation in many 4-H activities and projects.

· Agriculture Award

This award recognizes 4-H’ers who develop in self and others a knowledge and respect for agriculture and its’ importance to the community and to international economy.

Demonstrate skills that contribute to profitable, efficient farming.
· AK-SAR-BEN

This award recognizes 4-H’ers who are making significant progress toward maturity and leadership through their service for the advancement of the 4-H program.

Demonstrate outstanding leadership skills in promoting the 4-H program. Show participation in the AK-SAR-BEN livestock show.

· Citizenship Award

This award recognizes 4-H’ers who show growth through their 4-H experiences by acquiring life skills that are essential for an individual to become an active responsible citizen.  Must be enrolled in citizenship. 

Demonstrate social responsibility, learn to respect and respond to the needs, rights, and responsibilities of others; and gain insights into the principles, processes, and structures of democracy.

· David McCartney Family Traveling Trophy

This award recognizes 4-Hers who have come through problems in their 4-H projects with persistence, perseverance, cheerfulness and evidence of good citizenship. Must be 14-16 years old at the time of application for this award. 
Demonstrate ways you have successfully dealt with problems in your 4-H projects.
· Leadership

This award recognizes 4-H’ers who show excellent leadership skills, demonstrated by leading others through club, county, and project activities.  Must be enrolled in Leadership project

· “I Dare You” Award

William F. Danforth, founder of Ralston Purina, wrote the book, “I Dare You” from his personal experience.  He challenged young people to their highest potential in service and good citizenship.  The Danforth “I Dare You” Award recognizes youth who have an in-depth knowledge of the 4-H program.  It is to challenge them to develop their skills for future endeavors through life and most importantly service to others.   Must have completed Junior or Senior year in high school

Demonstrate in-depth knowledge of the 4-H program, leadership skills and good citizenship at an outstanding level.

· Scholarships – Two $100 Scholarships

These scholarships recognize Senior High School members for their outstanding participation in the 4-H program.  Financial need will be considered when choosing the recipients. Must be a 12th grade member-must be a freshman in college to apply).

Demonstrate outstanding leadership skills in promoting the 4-H program.

· Zentmire Traveling Trophy – 2

These trophies are given to 2 outstanding Iowa County 4-H’ers for a year. At the end of the year, the trophies are passed to the next trophy winners.  Junior or Senior High School 4-H’er

Demonstrate outstanding skills in promoting the 4-H program and in citizenship and leadership at the club and county levels.
· The Walker Acres Opportunity – 1 $200 Scholarship
This scholarship is given to 1 graduating Iowa County 4-H’er.  The scholarship recipient must demonstrate an ability and desire to turn adverse circumstance into opportunity for success.  The recipient must also demonstrate willingness to focus on immediate tasks as steps towards achieving a goal, as this scholarship will not cover all of a student’s tuition.  This scholarship is one stepping stone for a 4-H’er who is willing to take a risk in order to achieve.  The 4-H’er must be a freshman in college to apply.  
Recipient must be a graduating senior with intentions of pursuing either a 4 year or 3 year degree.  They may pursue the field which is their heart’s desire be it nursing, agriculture, welding, mechanics, animal husbandry, teaching, writing, or poetry.  The receiver must be passionate in their quest and willing to do the hard work necessary to earn success.  The recipient must represent the ideas articulated in the scholarship.  
Organizing Your Support Material (for Iowa County Awards) 

As you begin to organize your support material for your county 4-H award application, here are some ideas on how to gather information from your 4-H box, record book or scrapbooks. Area and state award applications use this same process.
1. Gather materials
Have you been keeping a record book, scrapbook, or portfolio, you may already have most of what is needed. If not, gather as many of the following items as possible:

· Project records, achievements and any other records of your 4-H involvement

· Participation Summary

· Awards and certificates

· Meeting minutes and activity reports

· Conferences or workshops information you have participated in or facilitated

· Newspaper clippings, or other reports of achievements

2. Examine criteria and objectives
Look at the criteria and objectives of the award for which you are applying. 

· Criteria examples are:

· Project area learning experiences

· Citizenship and Community Service

· Leadership Experiences

· Creativity

· Organization and Design of Material
· Enrolled in Citizenship and Leadership projects

· Junior or Senior in High School
· Objective examples are:

· To develop leadership, citizenship and interpersonal skills.

· To develop skills, knowledge, & attitudes for lifelong use.

· To share knowledge gained with others.
· To demonstrate skills in promoting 4-H. 

· To demonstrate ways you’ve successfully dealt with challenges.
It may help if you keep the criteria and objectives up front and center in your thoughts.

3. Create a personal inventory

Think back over your 4-H experience by looking through your gathered materials. Brainstorm about yourself, what excites and motivates you, what you have to contribute, etc. Doing this will help you identify examples and ideas that will tell your story. Think about the following categories:

Accomplishments

What have been your most enjoyable and satisfying experiences or accomplishments? How did you accomplish them, what tools did you use? Did you gain confidence or a sense of achievement?

Skills
List your favorite skills in order of preference. Next to each skill list three to five ways in which you used that skill in school, 4-H, church, community and what you accomplished.

Character traits

List your personal qualities and characteristics. Ask your friends, family and 4-H members their opinion. Which of these qualities could you feature in your material? How would you represent it?

Excellence

Think of one thing your family or friends can count on about you (something you will always do for them)? How would you include this – is it simply enough to describe, write a story, photos, include a sample of your skill?

Affiliations and Memberships

What groups do you belong to? What talents/interest do you use as a member of these groups? List samples you could include to demonstrate talents you use as a member of these groups, such as leadership or organizational skills.

Personal Challenges
Describe a challenge you faced and have overcome. What talents/skills or abilities did you use to meet the challenge?

Work and Leisure
What was the last time you earned money, a special privilege, or a reward? You might want to include samples of this talent. List two to three leisure interest and possible samples related to those interests.

Making a Difference
What do you do to help others? List three to four examples of your volunteer interest.

4. Organize and Design Your Material

Below you will find several suggestions/formats on developing the support material. You may select one format or combine them. Written material is no more than 5 pages and if you choose audio or video you are limited to 10 minutes.

a. A RESUME may be an option to consider for your support material. Consider the type of resume and information that fits the selected format.

Personal Resume
· Personal information: name, address, etc.

· Scholastic status: school, grade, G.P.A., etc.
· Educational/career goals

· 4-H participation, projects, leadership, citizenship

· School activities, leadership positions, honors/awards, etc.

· Community/church involvement, participation

4-H Resume

· Club name 

· Years of membership

· Offices held, committees served on

· 4-H projects enrolled in, number of years

· 4-H goals and objectives

· Knowledge and skills learned – size and scope

· Summary of growth (in project), list and/or by years

· 4-H recognitions

· 4-H leadership and citizenship opportunities

· Other?

b. 4-H Story or narrative format

Introduction
Consider a unique way to capture the reader’s attention. Tell about yourself or your accomplishments.


EXAMPLES:

· Select a related theme: Ovis aries: what a funny name. (Sheep project award.)

· A statement: Imagine, being selected ‘Iowa County’s Best Cook’ at age 9.

· A quote: I hear and I accept, I see and I remember, but I do and I understand.
· A story: On a cold winter day, I began a journey traveling in an IH 4366 4-WD tractor from _____________ to home, never guessing how far this journey would take me.

· Include evaluation of what you have learned, gained, and accomplished. Expressing related feelings, attitudes, beliefs are appropriate.

· Be honest and realistic. What worked and failed in your plans. The human interest story may add a positive impact.

Format options for the body
· A well organized paragraph by paragraph narrative with noted headings for sections of information.
· Interview format. Questions relating to project with responses.
· Newsletter or newspaper format with headings for various sections.
· Narrative with related photos interspersed that help to visually tell the story.
Be selective. You want to consider information that will help the evaluator assess your material that meets the criteria. You will probably not be able to include all your accomplishments and participation. Concentrate on the highlights and develop how those experiences impacted you.

c. Other Options
Listing of accomplishments

· Summarize your significant contributions by year or topic.
· Identify your Goals to develop and practice leadership and show how you did that.

· List your contribution by club, county, area, state, community, school, etc.

Question

Answer question related to the project/topic?  (Leadership, citizenship, etc)

· What is my definition of leadership?

· How do people develop leadership?

· What can I contribute by attending . . . .?

Record keeping forms that help to tell/show accomplishments

· Garden project plans – planting, harvesting and sales records

· Livestock records – show size and scope of project, $ value, veterinary service, etc.

· Outline of a workshop you planned and conducted

· Samples of work – photographs that show your skill in the photography project; drawings or sketches for visual art; room plans for home improvement; clothing design sketches; etc.

Photo Pages
· Select photos that you appear in and will tell and add to your story. Use captions to communicate/emphasize the point of the photo. Be sure to include action photos –doing, helping, showing, etc.
· If doing a photo collage, just remember that “More is not always better.”
d. Additional pointers

· There is no wrong way to prepare your written format. Please remember that it needs to be readable. If using a computer or typewriter, font should be easily read and no smaller than 10 point font.

· Be sure to check for grammatical, spelling and typing errors.

· Use technology to your advantage, such as, bolding headings or key point, underlining, bullets/outlines, etc.

· White space is okay. You can double space.

· Use action verbs to accurately describe your accomplishments. Did you “help” or did you “plan and conduct”? Some verbs to consider:





assisted
explained
planned





constructed
initiated
presented





coordinated
learned

revised





developed
maintained
selected





directed
managed

· Elaborate on your 4-H experiences. Don’t be vague or use broad statements.

· You may include non 4-H activities, but try to relate them to 4-H activities/accomplishments. (Example: Learning sewing skills in 4-H led me to help with costumes for the school play.)
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