Eastern Iowa Agriculture & Natural Resources News

November 2009 ISU Extension Expo brings high-tech and farmers together
An estimated 250 people came to the lowa State University Southeast Research Farm at
Crawfordsville to experience the newest developments in precision agriculture on Sept.
17, 2009. The Advances in Precision Agriculture Expo was unlike any other lowa show
— with equipment of all colors demonstrating auto-steer, variable rate and auto-shutoff,
and the benefits of lowa DOT satellite guidance, recently made available for
agricultural use. “ISU Extension provided a learning environment through the Expo
where everyone came together — farmers, equipment dealers, and agribusinesses,” said
Jim Fawcett, Extension field agronomist and co-planner of the Expo. “We had a small
window of opportunity to demonstrate and share the latest technology before farmers
make decisions this fall and winter on what system will work best for them.” Twenty
exhibitors joined ISU Extension to share the latest advances in precision agriculture.
John Rempe, agronomist with Merschman Seeds, commented, “I have read about RTK,
WASS, auto-steer and strip-till precision planting, but the field day really connected the
Agriculture and Natural dots_ on how the system works and cleared up many ql_le_stions.’_’ Matt Darr, ISU ag
Resources Specialists serving engineer, spo_k_e about the advancements made in precision agrlcu_lture the last 18 years
Eastern lowa and how additional te_chnology_can be adap?ed to adq more _beneflts. To learn more
about the ISU Extension organized Expo, view the video clip at:

Extension agriculture
specialists,
representing lowa
State University and
serving the Eastern
third of the state,
build partnerships |
and provide research- ,
based learning
opportunities to
improve the quality of
life in lowa.

Kapil Arora -Agricultural Engineer http://video.extension.iastate.edu/2009/09/23/advances-in-precision-agriculture-expo/
Greg Brenneman - Agricultural Engineer

Mark Carlton - Agronomist ISU Extension assists pork producers in rough times

Craig Chase - Farm Management Over the last 24 months, the swine industry has experienced tremendous loss of equity;
George Cummins - Agronomist some estimates indicate a loss of as much as 60% industry-wide. In response, ISU

Jim Fawcett - Agronomist Extension, the lowa Pork Industry Center along with the lowa Pork Producers

Jim Jensen - Farm Management Association partnered to present “Pig Cents for the Future” to provide information,
Brian Lang - Agronomist assistgnce and resources to struggling _producers. Two meetings were held in eastern
Byron Leu - Beef Program Specialist lowa in September with 84 producers in attendance, representing in excess of 3.37

Larry McMullen- Swine Program Specialist million head of pigs. Two thirds of those attending stated that they were very concerned
about how soon the hog market will recover. But even with the tough times in pork
production, only one producer indicated that they were quitting pig production. The
programs were recorded and posted on the web to help producers statewide and have
been downloaded 246 times in the first two weeks of posting. Streaming video links are
provided for a sampling of the presenter:
- Dr. John Lawrence, ISU Extension Livestock Economist
industry outlook http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/p36547003/
Crush/Profit Tracker http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/p44407789/
- o P - Eldon McAffee, Beving, Swanson & Forest, P.C.,
Scott Timm — Sustainability Specialist liens filed with state of IA http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/p80952444/
Larry Tranel - Dairy Program Specialist - Erin Herbold, ISU Staff Attorney, legal questions and answers
Bob Wells - Farm Management http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/p70099892/

Tom Miller - Swine Program Specialist
Patrick O'Malley - Commercial Horticulture
Virgil Schmitt - Agronomist

Denise Schwab - Beef Program Specialist
Neric Smith-Horticulture-Special Programs
Terry Steinhart - Swine Program Specialist
Mark Storlie - Swine Program Specialist
Dale Thoreson - Beef and Dairy Specialist
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http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsae/ae2.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsae/ae4.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fscrops/crops12.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsfm/farmmg6.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fscrops/crops3.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fscrops/crops9.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsfm/farmmg9.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fscrops/crops5.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsbeef/beef8.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/southeastarea/staff/mcmullen.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsswine/swine5.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fshort/hort3.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fscrops/crops10.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsbeef/beef5.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fshort/smith.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsswine/swine7.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsswine/swine4.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsbeef/beef4.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/jefferson/staff/Field+Staff.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsdairy/dairy3.html
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/fsfm/farmmg8.html
http://video.extension.iastate.edu/2009/09/23/advances-in-precision-agriculture-expo/
http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/p36547003/
http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/p44407789/
http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/p80952444/
http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/p70099892/

Educational Opportunities

Continuing Instruction Courses
November 18 - Commercial Ag Pesticide
December 1 - Grain Fumigation
December 2 - Pest Control Operators

Tri-State Beef Conference
December 17
Prairie du Chein & Calmar

Crop Advantage Series
January 6 - Osceola
January 7 - Fort Dodge
January 8 - Burlington
January 12 - Ames
January 13 - Mason City
January 20 - Ottumwa
January 21 - Cedar Rapids
January 26 - Carroll
January 27 - Waterloo

Overall Women Conference
February 4-5
Isle Casino Hotel — Bettendorf, |IA

Cornbelt Cow-Calf Conference
February 27
Bridge View Center — Ottumwa, IA

All lowa Horticulture Exposition Il
March 19-20
Bridge View Center — Ottumwa, IA

For a complete schedule of all upcoming
agriculture and natural resources programs visit

www.extension.iastate.edu/calendar

Ag Decision Maker

www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm

www.extension.iastate.edu

Extension Specialists Deliver

West Liberty Foods and Extension raise industry standards
In 2003, as West Liberty Foods and ISU Extension began to provide food safety
training to company employees, a new design was set forth in the industry. Out of this
partnership ISU staff applied for and received a $600,000 USDA food safety grant that
resulted in refining the food safety curriculum for the industry and developing animal
handling training at harvesting sites. ISU Extension and West Liberty Foods staff team
teach eight-hour food safety classes in English or Spanish. Those passing the test then
are considered for employment. This partnership has created a workforce
knowledgeable about and capable of providing safe food. From April 2003 through
October 2009, 278 classes were held with 3,510 participants taking part. Animal
handling facilities were evaluated at five local processing plants and shared with other
processors at four statewide meetings. The end result: safer foods for consumers
nationwide. West Liberty Foods feels strongly that food safety is not proprietary. Dr.
Joseph Cordray, of lowa State University’s Animal Science department, praises West
Liberty Foods’ openness and confirms, “West Liberty Foods is a leader in the industry
and is helping pull the whole industry up to a higher standard.” Pre/post survey results
of 1,300 employees show that both knowledge and behavior have improved after
training. The non-English speaking participants in particular increased their knowledge
of food safety from 42% to 93% and their behaviors by 34 percentage points. As Mike
DeSmet, Vice President of Food Safety and Quality Assurance for West Liberty Foods
stated, “I don’t know that West Liberty Foods would be where they are without ISU.
We look forward to a great and long-lasting relationship.”

Forestry Field Day consists of more than just trees

lowa State University Extension, lowa DNR Forestry Division, county conservation
boards, private forestry consultants and suppliers joined forces to present the 34"
Annual Forestry Field Day in Lee County in early October. Woodland owners Ron and
Carol Fullenkamp hosted the daylong event at their tree farm near West Point. Nearly
150 private woodland owners, public land managers, forestry consultants and interested
citizens were in attendance. Bob Dodds, Regional Extension Education Director stated,
“The interest in woodlands just seems to increase each year and is a common shared
interest across the generations. Some attendees were in their 80’s while others were in
their teens; traveling from as far away as Chicago.” Woodland owners and managers
walked away with ideas to manage their land in a way for it to be sustainable and
profitable. They had the opportunity to learn about a few new crop ideas as well as
technology and equipment to help them manage and capture the most from their
woodlands. According to Dodds, “It is a team effort, while many of our speakers are
from this region; they are truly recognized experts throughout the Midwest.”

New Program Specialists named to meet local needs

Scott Timm, newly appointed Community and Economic Development specialist, has
been hired as the result of a partnership between the City of Fairfield and ISU
Extension. Timm is based at the Jefferson County Extension Office and is responsible
for encouraging and facilitating community sustainability programs initiated by
businesses, industry and other organizations in Fairfield and southeast lowa. The
program specialist position is funded primarily from an lowa Power Fund Grant
awarded to Fairfield. For the last four years Scott has served as the Director of Cloud
Forest School, a Pre K-11th grade, environmentally-focused school in Monteverde,
Costa Rica. He has supervised multiple initiatives on sustainability, including
community outreach, curriculum development and program implementation.

Neric Smith, former Jefferson County Extension Director has been named
Commercial Horticulture program specialist with focus on statewide programs.
His responsibilities include project based duties such as publication review,
working with local foods and new crops, in addition to serving as a technical
resource for horticulture businesses. Neric will work with current program
specialists, county Extension offices, and the Department of Horticulture at ISU
to serve horticulture needs throughout the state.

November 2009

... and justice for all

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964. Cooperative Extension Service, lowa State University of Science and Technology,

and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating.


http://www.extension.iastate.edu/calendar
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm

