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Notes from the Extension Office 

Results are in from the state-wide study that some of our 

clubs participated in last year.  Based on this research, it 

is fair to say that  participating in the 4-H program puts our  

youth a step ahead in terms of their citizenship, leadership 

and communication skills and behaviors.  The youth indi-

cated that being involved in 4-H teaches them the impor-

tance of helping and caring for others, being responsible, 

dependable and trustworthy and writing, speaking and lis-

tening effectively.  These life skills are what will positively 

influence our children to become successful adults and 

community leaders.   

How does the 4-H program get the job done?  Only 

through the help of caring volunteers who have taken the 

time to be trained and prepared to help our youth grow 

into self-confident, productive adults!  April is National 

volunteer Month.  Take the time to thank your leaders, 

helpers, fair board members and parents for the positive 

influence they have made on your life   

From all of us here at the Extension office, Thank you—We 

greatly appreciate all you do to make a difference in our 

children’s lives!  Keep up the great work! 

 

Kris 

 

 

 

    òVoyage To Greatnessó           April  2009  



  Meat Goat Project  
       Member Meeting 
 

There will be a special meeting for all meat goat 
project members on Saturday, April 18th at 
11:00 AM immediately following the FSQA train-
ing.  If you plan to show meat goats at this year’s 
fair, we strongly encourage you to attend this 
meeting!  Remember, all meat goats will be re-
quired to weigh in and be identified on weigh-in 
day, May 9th at the fairgrounds.   
If you are still looking for goats for this year’s 
project or have any questions, please call Jared 
Rohrs at 712-348-5102 and he can help you out! 
 

 

Bottle/Bucket Calf Project 
 

All Bottle/Bucket calf projects must have been 
born between February 1st and May 10th and 
must be in the youth’s possession 7-10 days af-
ter birth!  Each member may tag up to three 
calves on or before May 11th, 2009.  Please pick 
up your packet of information and ear tags at the 
office and return the entry form along with a 
photo of the member with their calves to the ex-
tension office by May 15th.  If you have any 
questions concerning the Bottle/Bucket calf pro-
ject, please call the office or Glenn Fuller.   
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
ALL LIVESTOCK IDõS ARE 

DUE TO THE EXTENSION 

OFFICE BY MAY 15TH!  This 
includes horse, breeding beef, 
feeder calves, bottle/bucket 
calf, dairy, swine, sheep and 
goats. Ear tags and identification 
forms may be picked up at the 
Extension office.   
 

 

Sheep & Goat Weigh-In  
 

Saturday, May 9th - 9 A.M to 11 A.M.  

Tags and ID forms will be available that 

day. 
 

Please call the office if you plan to ID 

sheep or goats for the Iowa State Fair, as 

we will need  to be taking retinal im-

ages of those animals that day as 

well. 

FSQA Training Dates 
 

Saturday, April 18ð9:00 11:00 AM 
 

4-Hôers showing livestock (with the 

exception of horse, dog and pet) must 

attend one of these training sessions 

or test out.   

Check your status with your leaders 

or at the office 

 2009 O’Brien County Fair Notes... 

Rabbits will be tattooed 

and identified on May 

30th from 9 to 11 AM. 

At the Fair grounds.  

ALL  rabbits must be 

brought in that day for 

identification, even if 

they are already tat-

tooed!  



           
   Opportunities for  
       Horse Project Members 

 
  The Town & Country Saddle Club will be hosting a 
   special Youth Day Horse Clinic on May 2nd at 
   10:00 AM.  The day will include several educational 
   sessions and will conclude with fun and games in 
   the afternoon.  Please see the enclosed flyer for 
   more information.  Please RSVP. 
 
   The BV County Equine Team will be holding an 
   open horse show on Sunday, May 31st at the Alta 
   Fairgrounds.  Call the office for more details or call 
   712-660-0484. 
 
   The Cass County Cowpokes 35th Annual 4-H/FFA 
   Horse show is scheduled for June 7 at 8:00 at the 
   Cass County Fair grounds in Atlantic.  
 
 The Clinton Anderson Wahl Walkabout tour will be 
coming to Sherburn, MN on May 2-3.  If you would like 
tips on horsemanship, this is a great clinic to attend!  
Call the office for more details.   
 
The Cyclone Horse Judging Camp for youth ages 
12-18 will be held in Ames  June 11-13.  If you are 
   interested in horses, judging, meeting other youth 
   and having fun, this camp is for you!   
   
Horse practice nights will begin in May. 
 
For more information about your 4-H Horse Project, 
   go to www.extension.org/horses! 

 

 

Beef Workshop in BV County 
 

Chyann  Smith, a Buena vista County 4-H’er is inviting 
beef members in the area to a workshop to learn tips 
on feeding, grooming and showing your beef animal at 
the fair!  The workshop will be held on Sunday, April 
26th from 2-4 P.M. at the Kent Smith farm located at 
1365 600th St. Storm Lake.  A representative from 
First cooperative will be on hand to explain how to 
properly feed your animals as well.  For more informa-
tion, please call the office, or Kent Smith at 712-299-
2091.  Don’t miss this great opportunity to expand your 
knowledge of the your 4-H beef project! 

More on Herdsmanship ... 
              

 In an effort to showcase your livestock at the 
O’Brien county Fair, it is important to keep ani-
mals, pens and alley ways clean.  Why not put 
together a committee of club members to deco-
rate your club’s area in the barn as well?  Make 
sure your club’s name is visible on signs and 
identify each members animals with names and 
other important information on the stall cards.  
Make it easy for relatives and friends to locate 
the projects they are looking for as they make 
their way around the fair grounds!  Let’s put on 
a good show for our visitors to the 2009 O’Brien 
County Fair! 

Dog Obedience Classes to 
Begin April 29th.   
 

The first meeting for the Dog Obedience project 
members will be on Wednesday, April 29th at 
7:00 at the Extension Office.  This first meeting 
will be without dogs, to go over the require-
ments of the dog obedience project.  Please 
bring along proof of vaccinations for rabies, 
parvo and  distemper.  The first training with 
dogs will be held on Wednesday, May 6th with 
beginners at 7 and experienced at 7:30.   

 

Area Animal Workshop  
 

The annual area animal workshop will be held 
on May  27th At the O’Brien County Fair-
grounds.  If you are interesting in helping out 
with a specific species at this workshop, give 
me a call at the office!  It would be a great lead-
ership project!  Be watching for more details in 
next month’s newsletter! 
 

American Cancer Society 
Relay For Life  

 
Just a reminder to start getting your team to-
gether for the 2009 Relay for Life to be held On 
June 12th. In the last newsletter it was stated 
that this would be an over-night event.  This 
year’s event will finish up at Midnight.  For more 
information contact Mary at 723-5394 or email 
at mmklein@netllc.net . 
 

mailto:mmklein@netllc.net


    

 Iowa 4-H Center  
Summer Camp—Just 4 You! 

 

That’s right!  There is a camp for everyone!  Secret 
Agent Camp, Rail Camp, Gone Fishin’ Camp, 
Splash Camp—you name it, it’s here!  Spend a full 
week or half a week.  Make new friends in a neat, 
learning  environment, master skills and discover 
nature!  For more information on the 4-H Camping 
Center go to www.iowa4hcamp.com or stop by the 
office for a brochure! 
 

 

 

4-H’ers for 4-H Campaign 
 

The 2009 4-H’ers for 4-H campaign, sponsored by 
the State 4-H Council is now under way.  Cam-
paign moneys raised will be used throughout the 
state to help with things like financial assistance, 
intermediate programs and improvements at the  
4-H camping center.   
This year’s campaign theme is “Giving Green to 
Achieve your Dreams!”  The council is asking your 
help by contributing $2.50 per member from each 
club in the county.  The top contributing counties 
will be recognized at the 2009 State 4-H Youth 
conference.  Please urge your club to give to this 
very worth while campaign!  Donations are due 
May 15th.   
 

4-H’ers in Action  
 Photography Exhibit 
 

The Iowa 4-H Foundation announces a special op-
portunity for all 4-H members to participate in the 
third annual statewide photo exhibition entitled “4-
H’ers in Action”.  The theme this year will be holi-
days and seasons.  The exhibition will feature the 
best photos from each participating county and will 
be on display at the 2009 Iowa State Fair.  Photos 
selected from the exhibition will also be considered 
for future 4-H promotional materials.  A 4-H’ers in 
Action class will be offered at the O’Brien county 
fair and the winner will be chosen from this class.  
For more info go to www. Iowa4hfoundation.org.  

 
 

 

Northwest Area 4-H Lock-In  
 

Registrations are still being accepted for the NW 
Area Overnight Lock-In.  The Area Council is invit-
ing all 4-H’ers and their friends in grades 7-12 to 
the Ida Grove Rec Center on Friday, May 1 at 
7:30.  The Lock-In will conclude at 8 AM on Satur-
day, May 2.  This is a great opportunity to make 
friends, gain leadership skills and learn about the 
State 4-H Conference to be held this summer in 
Ames.   
 The cost is $20 for pre-registration and $30 at the 
door.  Registrations are due Wednesday, April 15.  
 

 

Stop in the office and 
pick up your registra-

tion materials for  
 

State 4-H Youth  
Conference! 

 
June 30thɂJuly 2nd! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Attention Leaders!!  
 
The Spring Leader/Volunteer Train-
ing will be held on Thursday, April 
16th .  Come and enjoy a meal at 
6:00 and spend some time sharing 
with your fellow 4 -H leaders and vol-
unteers.   We will be discussing fair 
schedules and rule changes, as well 
as summer opportunities to pass on 
to your club.  We strongly encourage 
you to attend at least one face -to -
face meeting per year.  For those of 
you who still need to finish up your 
fall training,  please stop in the office 
and pick up a CD or complete the 
training on line.   



 

    2009  

Dates To Remember 

 
April 13—Shooting Sports Member meeting—6:00 PM 

         Willow Creek—Osceola Co. 

April 16—Spring Leader/Volunteer Training—6:00 @ the Ext. Office 

April 18— FSQA Training—9:00-11:00 AM 

April 18—Goat Meeting—11 AM 

April 19— O’Brien Co. Sharp Shooters Archery Club—1:00 

April 29—Dog Obedience Organizational Meeting— 7:00—Office 

May 1—NW Area Int/Sr Lock-In—Ida Grove 

May 9 —Sheep & Meat Goat Weigh-In—9:00—11:00 

May 15—Livestock ID’s Due to the office by 4:30 PM! 

May 15—4-H’ers for 4-H Campaign due to office 

May 23—4-H Youth Conference Registrations due  

May 30—Sheep Shearing—Fairgrounds—8:00—10:00 

May 30—Rabbit Id and Tattooing—Fairgrounds—9:00—11:00 

June 30—July 2—State 4-H Conference 

July 1—Entries Due at the Office by 4:00 

July 18-23—O’Brien County Fair 

August 13-23—Iowa State Fair 

September 12-20— Clay County Fair 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is another opportunity for Shooting Sport Enthusiasts!   
On April 13th at 6:00 there will be a meeting for all youth interested in rifle, muzzleloader and shotgun 
sports.  We will be meeting with youth and volunteers from Osceola County to begin training in these dis-
ciplines.  Parents are asked to come along as this will be a registration night and signatures will be 
needed on  permission/liability waiver forms.  The meeting will be held at Willow Creek Recreational 
Area which is located  on Highway 9, 2 miles East of the Highway 59 intersection.  We will be grilling hot-
dogs for those in attendance.  With the success of our archery program, we are hoping to continue now 
with the rifle, muzzleloader and shotgun disciplines and have decided to cooperate with Osceola County! 
If you are an adult interested in helping out with our Safety and Education in Shooting Sports Program, 
please give us a call at the office!   

 
  
 
 
 

 

The OôBrien County Sharp Shooters Archery Club will have their next meeting on Sunday, April 

19th at 1:00 PM at The Prairie Heritage Center.  A representative from Southern Archery will be 

there to talk to us about the different types of bows.  Bring your friends!   
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Get Excited About  
OôBrien County Shooting Sports! 

 
Sharp Shooters Archery MeetingñApril 19thñ1:00  

Prairie Heritage Center 
 

Organizational Meeting for Rifle, Shotgun and  

MuzzleloaderñApril 13thñ6:00 

Willow Creek Recreational Area 


