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 Notes from the Extension Office 

4-HñWhatõs In It for YOU? 

 
The excitement of fair is over and our 4-H year is coming to an 
end.  The weather is turning cooler and life, for most of us, is 
slowing down a bit.  The time has given me a chance to reflect on 
the past yearðall of the great things that are happening with the 
youth in OôBrien County 4-H.  4-H is a powerful vehicle for helping 
kids develop competence, confidence, character and compassion 
for others as evidenced by research recently conducted by Tufts 
University.  The study also revealed that kids who participated in  
4-H were 3.5 times more likely to contribute to their families, them-
selves and their communities.  Eighth graders who participated in 
4-H programs regularly, had more confidence and higher grades 
and were 1.6 times more likely to plan to go on to college.   
Through 4-H, youth have the opportunity to work with  caring, 
committed adult volunteers.  These opportunities for positive 
youth development, reduce the likelihood of youth to engage in 
risk behaviors such as underage drinking, smoking, bullying and 
vandalism.   The OôBrien County Extension Council realizes all of 
this.  They know that the more youth we have in 4-H in OôBrien 
County, the more our communities thrive.  Due to the recent 
budget cuts within the system, The 4-H program fee will increase 
this year to $30.  However, you wonôt have to pay the extra fee.  
The Extension Council has voted to continue to charge each 
member the original $20 and the county will cover the additional 
cost.   The 4-H promise to Kids and Parents is:  Fun, Friends, 
Choices, Great trips and events,  A safe place to learn and do 
new things,  Leadership, citizenship, and communication skills,  
Service opportunities, Scholarship opportunities,  Adults who care, 
Hands-on experiences. 
 

Is it worth it?  You Bet.  Tell your friends! 
 
Have a great Fall! 
 

Kris 
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Fair Booth Contest 
 

ñVoyage To Greatnessò proved to be a fun theme 
for this yearôs booth decorating contest!  Walking 
into the 4-H exhibit building was an adventure on 
the High Seas with pirates galore!   We would like 
to thank Lyle and Kathy Ludke for doing such a 
wonderful job of judging! They spent a lot of time 
going over each boothðand believe meðit was 
not an easy task!  The scores were very close 
and all clubs should be commended on the great 
job they did of making our exhibit building a fun 
place to visit during the fair!  This yearôs winner of 
the Booth decorating contest was the O & O 
Kids.  2nd place went to the Highlanders  and 
3rd place went to the Kool Kids.  Congratula-
tions!  Thanks again to  Sharon Schnepf and her 
girls for the great job they did on the State Fair 
Booth!  They did a great job of showcasing our 
state fair exhibits! 

 

Judging Contest Results  
  

Twelve teams participated in this years livestock 
judging contest.  Thanks to those who helped line 
up animals for the contest!  Here are the results: 
 
1st place teamðCCE FFA  
2nd place teamï SOS FFA #1 (Ben Wagner, 
Austin Richter, Colton Ebel, Andrew Koehlmoos) 
3rd place teamï Sheldon FFA 
 
Juniors:   1st  Eric Koehlmoos; 2nd  Anna Sells;  
3rd  Jessica Stamer;  4th  Dan Elgersma. 
 
Intermediates:  1st Eric Magnussen; 2nd Alexa 
Albert;  3rd Bryan Goettsch.   
 
Seniors:  1st Nick Roghair (CCE);  2nd Mitch 
Fahnlander (CCE); 3rd Garrett Hunt ; 4th Brenton 
Rossman;  5th Andrew Koehlmoos. 
 

Great Effort Kids! 

Herdsmanship 

 
 The barns were in good shape for our visitors 
again this year.  One thing to keep in mind as 
we go through fair weekð cleanliness is impor-
tant ALL WEEK!  Just because you are finished 
showing your animals doesnôt mean that you 
donôt need to worry about keeping them clean 
and fed!  You are responsible for your livestock 
the entire time they are at the fair.  We did no-
tice some alleyways got a little messy right after 
the shows.  Please keep herdsmanship a prior-
ity at the fair!  Here are the winners in the 
Herdsmanship contest: 
 
Overall Winner -  HMS FFA 
2

nd
 - Jolly Workers   

3
rd

 - Kool Kids 
 
Beef ï  Jolly Workers 
Swine ï Center Farmers/Highlanders (tie)  

Poultry ï Eagle Musketeers  
Horse ï O & O Kids 
Sheep ï HMS FFA  
Rabbit ï Kool Kids 
GoatðJolly Workers 
 
Congratulations to these clubs on a super ef-
fort! 
 
 

 
    
 
The businesses of OôBrien County have  

always been great supporters of our youth  
at the fair by supplying trophies, donating 
money and by buying your animals at the  

livestock auction.  Let them know how  
much you appreciate their support.   

Please Write Thank -Youôs  
to these people!   

They need to know that we appreciate  
their support throughout the year! 

 
 

 

OôBrien County  

Fair Results  



    

  

 
 
 
Clothing Event Participants 
ñSweepò Awards at the State Fair 
 
The OôBrien County Clothing event contestants 
made an impressive showing at the Iowa State 
Fair.  On Friday, August 14th, Sterling Schnepf, 
Ashton Lansink and Courtney Harms partici-
pated in activities at the Merle Hay Mall where 
they got a chance to meet other 4-Hôers from 
across the state, visit with professional clothing 
merchandisers, model their outfits for mall-goers, 
and talk with the judges about their outfits and 
goals.    Later in the day, the girls came back to 
the fairgrounds where they modeled their outfits 
once more and were presented with their awards.  
This year,  all three OôBrien County contestants 
were given special recognition as rating in the top 
10% of their group.  The girls received certificates 
and gift certificates for their honor.  Congratula-
tions to all three of you!  Thank you for repre-
senting OôBrien County in such  terrific 
STYLE!   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The OôBrien County Sharp Shooters 

Archery Club is gearing up for another 

fun year!  An organizational Family 

Picnic is being planned for  Sunday, 

September 20th.   If you would like to 

be a part of the Shooting Sports pro-

gram, please join us at the Sanborn 

City Park at 3:00.  This will be a pot-

luck supper.  Please bring a main dish 

and a side or dessert.  Drinks and table 

service will be provided. 

 
 
 
 

Penny Wars  
 
Youth once again enjoyed the Penny War at 
the 2009 OôBrien County Fair.   A total of 
$67.54 was raised for the OôBrien County 4-
H Foundation.  This money will help with 4-
H promotion, special 4-H activites and youth 
scholarships.  The club winners were as fol-
lows: 
 
1st PlaceðHighlanders: 977 points 
2nd PlaceðCaledonia Ramblers: 187 points 
3rd PlaceðO & O Kids: 162 points 
4th PlaceðEagle Musketeers: -46 points 
5th placeðSharp Shooters: -90 points 
6th PlaceðCenter Farmers: -94 points 
7th placeðJolly workers: -96 points 
8th Place: Western Workers: -184 
9th place: Kool Kids: -254 points 
10th Place: G & W Feeders: -1237 points 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Record Books Are Due!  
All fair exhibitors are reminded that they 
must turn in a record book in order to re-
ceive their fair premiums.  This year, all 
books must be in to your leader by Sep-
tember 8th.   Leaders are asked to have 
just those books which are being consid-
ered for county awards, in to the office by  
September 21st.  You must turn in a record 
book in order to collect your premium 
checks! 

Call the office if you have questions! 

 

October 4thð10th is National 4-H Week!   

Help us promote the BEST youth program in the country! 

Start making plans for your clubôs window display and promotions in your 

school and community! 

More Results... 



State Fair Communication and Clothing Participants 
 

Educational Presentations  - Krayton Schnepf,Sterling Schnepf, Courtney Harms, Emily Elgersma, 
Jeremy Maass 
Working Exhibits  - Kirsten Elyea, Emily Elgersma. Olivia Sickelka and Courtney Rehder 
Share The Fun  - Megan Hunt, Sterling Schnepf, Paris Schnepf, Anthony Hunt 
Fashion Revue  - Sterling Schnepf 
Clothing Selection  - Courtney Harms 
$15 Challenge ð Ashton Lankink 
 

ñStitch Thisò ParticipantðSterling Schnepf 
 
 

Clay County Fair Communications Participants 

 

 
 

Congratulations to these Exhibitors!  
Exhibits may now be picked up  at the office!  

 

 
 

Educational Presentation - Kadie Bauer 
Share The Fun - Krayton Schnepf, Leah Bunkers, Shiann Hansen, Stephanie Maass 
 

 

2009 OėBrien County State Fair Winners 

 

 

State Fair Static Exhibits 
 
Food & Nutrition  - Morgan DeGroot, Shelbi Holtkamp, Ashton Lansink, Jeremy Maass, Allison 
Rossman, Jordan White 
Home Improvement  - Ashton Lansink, Paris Schnepf, Bryan Goettsch 
Clothing  -  Sterling Schnepf, Krayton Schnepf, Kirsten Elyea 
Photography ðSterling Schnepf , Paris Schnepf, Rebecca Ahlers (2), Amy Kreber, Krayton 
Schnepf, Claire Solsma 
Visual Arts  -  Kirsten Elyea, Katherine Pearce, Tristen Klein, Paris Schnepf 
Science, Mechanics and Engineering  - Dan Elgersma, Meredith Elgersma, Hunter Fiddelke 



 

Area and State Record Keeping 
Awards 
 

Many of you have done an excellent job in a spe-
cific project area, and are right on track to apply 
for state awards!  While filling out your record 
books, take a look at what areas you are particu-
larly strong in.  To apply for a state project award, 
you are asked to fill out an application and submit 
5 pages of support material describing your work 
in this project area.  (the 5 pages includes pic-
tures - itôs really not that tough!)  If you think this 
might be something that you would like to pursue, 
please let me know!  I can help get you started.  
Applications are due in February, but now is a 
good time to start while things are still fresh in 
your mind!  

 
Congratulations to Sterling Schnepf on 
being selected as a delegate to the    
National 4 -H Congress!  
 

 

Adult Recognition Awards 
 

Hey kids, is there an adult within your 4-H club 
who has been an exceptional role model or 
helper to you and your fellow club members?  
Parentsðis there someone who your son or 
daughter looks up to because of the qualities they 
possess in helping them through a tough 4-H pro-
ject?  Once again we are looking for nominations 
of those people who are deserving of special rec-
ognition for their time and energy which they 
have put into the 4-H program in OôBrien county.  
These awards include Leader of the Year, 4-H 
Alumni Award, Honorary 4-H Member and Part-
ner in 4-H Award.  Leaders, also be thinking 
about those members of your club who have 
been particularly active and exemplified the 4-H 
spirit.  These members may be eligible for an 
Award of Excellence, Outstanding 4-Her, ñI Dare 
Youò Award, or the Citizenship Award.  We want 
to recognize those very deserving individuals in 
our county that make our program strongðand 
we need your input!  Be thinking about itðforms 
are in your mailbox! 

 
Congratulations! 
 

 
A special congratulations to Dudley and 
Carol McDowell and Brad and Jane McDow-
ell.  These families were inducted into the 
2009 4-H Hall of Fame on Aug. 23rd at the 
2009 Iowa State Fair!  The McDowellôs have 
been involved with OôBrien County 4-H for 
over 50 years!  They have been instrumen-
tal in encouraging herdsmanship at the 
county fair, serving as sheep and swine su-
perintendents, Fairboard members, and long 
time 4-H leaders.  Without volunteers such 
as these, the 4-H program in OôBrien County 
would not be one of the best in the state! 
Please thank them the next time you see 
them!    
 
 
 
 

 

 State Fair Livestock Results 
 

Five 4-Hôers represented OôBrien County 
very well in the livestock shows at the Iowa 
State Fair. Austin Rohrs and Alexis 
Knoblock  competed in the breeding sheep 
show where she received two purples and a 
blue.  Austin Rohrs had two blues in the 
sheep show, and  also exhibited in the meat 
goat show, placing in the top of his class 
with both of his entries.    Claire Solsma  ex-
hibited her Hereford breeding heifer and re-
ceived a purple and Luke Streit received a 
blue with his market heifer.  Amanda Hunt 
exhibited in the showmanship and western 
pleasure classes in the horse show.  Blake 
and Claire Solsma also entered several dif-
ferent vegetable exhibits and came home 
with several blue and purple awards!  Con-
gratulations to all of you for taking your 4-H 
projects to the next level!   



Record Book Tips 

 
When you get ready to work on your record 
book, keep these things in mind: 
~  Your book should reflect your YEAR in 4-H ï 
not just the FAIR!   The goals that you make and 
the things that youôve accomplished can be any-
thing youôve done in that project area throughout 
the year ï whether or not you exhibited anything 
at the fair!   
 
~  You may try to earn a PROJECT award, not 
an EXHIBIT award!  A project  is a year-long 
plan in a particular area (beef, clothing, visual 
arts, etc.)  which includes a variety of learning 
experiences related to a topic.  Project goals 
should be written on project worksheets at the 
beginning of the year!  An exhibit  is one part of 
a 4-H project (item, animal, presentation, etc.) 
prepared for display at fairs, etc.  All exhibits 
must come from a project.  All projects do NOT 
have to be exhibited!   
Citizenship & LeadershipðWhatõs the Difference? 

Citizenship is helping others or working for the 
benefit of others with no pay.  Activities could 
include anything that will benefit the community, 
school, church, neighbors, etc.  4-Hôers learn to 
ñcareò and ñshareò with others through skills and 
talents they have developed.   
Leadership is having major responsibility for 
planning and carrying out an activity to help a 
group attain a goal.  Leadership takes advanced 
planning, time and effort put into a project! 
 
Keep these definitions in mind when filling out 
your project area records! 

 
National 4-H Week 

 
October 4thð10th is National 4-H Week.  Now 
is the time to start thinking about ways in which 
YOU can promote 4-H in your community!  4-H 
is THE best youth program in the country!  And 
we want ALL young people to be given the op-
portunity to belong!  Rememberð4-H isnôt all 
ñcows and cookingò!   Opportunities in 4-H are 
endless!  No matter what your interests, 4-H is a 
way for you to grow as you learn about the 
things that excite you!  Be a promoter!  Talk to 
your friends about joining 4-H! 

OõBrien County 
 Youth Council 
 

If you are in 9
th
-12

th
 grade and want to have fun, 

gain leadership skills and meet new friends, then 
we encourage you apply to become a member of 
the OôBrien County Youth Council.  County Youth 
Council gives you the opportunity to gain experi-
ences working together and planning for a better 
county 4-H program.  We will meet 5 or 6 times a 
year to plan programs and activities.  You will 
also be asked to help carry out county wide 
events.  If you are interested in being a member 
of this yearôs County Youth Council, please call 
me at the Extension office or send me an email at 
keene@iastate.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Enrollment Forms 
 

A note to the leaders ~ Your clubôs 4-H enroll-
ment forms will be available at the Extension Of-
fice next week.  Please stop and pick these up, 
along with health forms and code of ethics before 
your next meeting!  Enrollment forms are due 
back to the office by December 1st, along with 
your clubs program fees.   Fees will once again 
be $20, thanks to the Extension councilôs vote to 
pay the additional $10 increase for each member.  
If members in your club need assistance with this 
fee, an application form is in your mailbox at the 
office. 

I would like to thank the 2008-

2009 County Youth Council for 

their hard work and dedication to 

the 4-H Program.  Good luck to 

those of you who are moving on 

and hope to see the rest of you 

on the council again this year! 



 
   
 
 

            Dates To Remember 

 
September 7ñOffice ClosedñHoliday 

September 12-20ñ Clay County Fair 

September 20ñSharp Shooters Family Picnic/Org. meetingñ3:00 

October 3ñ4-H Day at the ISU vs. KSU Football ñKansas City 

October 4thñ10thñNational 4-H Week 

October 25ñCounty Wide Halloween PartyñFairgrounds 

November 21ñ4-H Awards Program and Potluckñ5:30ñHartley  

November 26ñ27ñOffice Closed-Holiday 

November 28ñAdvanced Cattle Pen weigh in 

December 1ñEnrollment Forms Due 

Dec 1ñPioneer Grant applications Due 

December 24ñ25ñOffice ClosedñHoliday 

December 28ñFSQA TrainingñPrimghar 

December 29ñJr./Int Swim Skateñ(tentative) 

February 26-27ñState Leaders RetreatñAnkeny 

 
 
 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 2009 OôBrien County Awards Banquet will be held on 

Saturday, November 21st  

Hartley Community Center 

Potluck at 5:30 P.M. 

Awards Program  

to follow 
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Congratulations On A 
Great Year!  


