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Western Workers—Sheldon 
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  Notes from the Extension Office 

Wow!  Where did June go?!   The O’Brien County Fair is right around 

the corner!  This newsletter will give you some last-minute informa-

tion and tips for the 2009 O’Brien County Fair.   

 

The fair board members and superintendents are already busy getting 

ready for this year’s event.  Thank you for everything you do to make 

our fair one of the best in the state!  Thanks to the great volunteers that 

helped with the sheep shearing, rabbit tattooing, and advanced pen 

load-out this month also!   

 

Last week, 15 youth and myself headed to Ames to participate in the 

2009 State 4-H Conference.  It was another great week of  workshops, 

motivational speakers, banquets, dances, and a whole lot of FUN!  Af-

ter nine years of attending conference, I can honestly say that it is one 

event I look forward to every year!  Think about joining us next year! 

Congratulations to Amy Kreber and Sterling Schnepf for helping put 

on another great show, as part of this year’s state 4-H council!  Kudos 

to Sterling as she was chosen to be a member of next year’s state 

council as well!  I know the kids came home with a lot of ideas, ex-

citement, and energy to share with you during the next few months! 

 

Three young women and two gentlemen participated in the interviews 

held on June 16th for the 2009 O’Brien County Fair Queen and King.   

Don’t forget to vote for your favorite candidates on Saturday through 

Monday at the fair office! 

 

If you have any questions as you get ready for the fair, don’t hesitate 

to call!  See you at the Fair!! 

 

 

Kris 

 

    òVoyage To Greatnessó           July 2009  



 

Sheep and Swine Weigh-ins  
 

Sheep weigh-in will be held on Sunday, July 19th.  
All animals must be in place by 3:30! 
 
Swine will weigh in on Sunday also, from 5:00 until 
7:00 PM.  Please be on the grounds no later than 
6:30.   
 

 
Poultry Exhibitors 

 
Poultry exhibitors must bring their projects in for 
pullourum testing between 3:00 and 6:00 on Sun-
day, July 19th.  Please be sure your animal have 
been dusted with insecticide powder before you 
bring them to the fair!  
 

 

Food Preservation Exhibits 
 

Anyone exhibiting canned food products must fol-
low current USDA or ISU guidelines (found on the 
county website).  Two jars of food must be exhib-
ited and Food Preservation labels must be used on 
both jars.  These labels can be picked up at the Ex-
tension office or found on the OôBrien County web-
site.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bottle/Bucket Calf Exhibitors 
 

4-Hôers with Bottle/Bucket calf projects must 
have an interview with the judge before the bot-
tle/bucket calf show.  Since our numbers in this 
project area have grown, our judge will be avail-
able for interviews on Monday afternoon.  We 
would like to reserve these times for those who 
will also be showing in the beef show on Tues-
day morning.  Please call the extension office to 
sign up for a Monday afternoon time slot.  Beef 
exhibitors will be given first chance at Monday 
interviews.  You may sign up for Tuesday inter-
view times in the fair office on Monday. 
 

 

Photography Projects 
 

Photography exhibitors do NOT need to fill out 
a yellow or green goal card!  All that is needed 
for your exhibit is the white photography label.  
Be sure to complete the front AND back of the 
form and attach it securely to your photo! 

 
Help Clean Up The  
   Fairgrounds 

 
Clean up night at the fairgrounds will be held on 
Thursday, July 16th at 7:00 PM.  All club mem-
bers are encouraged to pitch in!  Bring your 
buckets and rags and hammers or pliers and 
help get the grounds ready for another GREAT 
OôBrien County Fair! 
 

 

Fair Booth Decorating 
 

Fair club booths may be decorated on Thurs-
day, Friday or Saturday evenings, July 16thð
18th.  Get your ideas together now! 

 2009 OõBrien County Fair Notes... 

 

 Farm Bureau will be taking pic-
tures of  all  4 -Hõers on Satur-

day during non -livestock judg-
ing day at the community cen-
ter and also at the fairgrounds 

on Monday.  Get a picture 
taken to use in your record 

book!  



           
Herdsmanship Contest  
    at the Fair 
 

The Herdsmanship Contest is open to all 4-H clubs 
and FFA Chapters.  Each day (Monday ïWednesday) 
a committee will evaluate the neatness and cleanli-
ness of the exhibits and exhibit area.  The point sys-
tem is as follows: 
A.)  Cleanliness of alleys, stalls or pens ï 60 points 
B.)  Arrangement of exhibit ï 25 points 
C.)  Stall Cards ï 15 points 
                      Total    100 pts.        
      
As mentioned in previous newsletters, our livestock 
projects are a reflection of our 4-H/FFA experience 
while at the fair.  We want to ñshowò our livestock pro-
ject off to the public in the best possible light. So, 
thatôs why herdsmanship is important.  There are so 
many people today, even in rural Iowa, that donôt un-
derstand modern livestock production.   
 
So, please take the time to keep your livestock and 
bedding clean.  Make sure that the alleys are free of 
litter, feed pans, show boxes, cleaning and grooming 
equipment, etc.  Take the time to fill out your stall 
cards completely by adding additional information the 
public would be interested in seeing.  For example, 
birth date, weight, breed, club/chapter name, class, 
etc.  Feed and water is a critical part of the herds-
manship evaluation. When the weather is warm, as it 
gets in July, your projects need water.  Does your 
livestock have water in front of them at all times?   
  
A Herdsmanship plaque is displayed in the OôBrien 
County Extension Office with the winning overall club 
name.  Premium money is also awarded to Overall 
Club/Chapter Champion and Runner-up, as well as 
winners in each species.     
 

 

Livestock Judging Contest  
 

The Livestock Judging Contest will be held on 
Wednesday, July 22nd beginning at 3:30, or immedi-
ately following the goat show.  Registration begins at 
3:00.  Get your teams together now.  Plaques will be 
awarded to the winning teams, and individual medals 
will be presented through 10th place. 

              

Iowa State Fair Exhibits 
 

All 4-Hôers who have exhibits selected for the 
State Fair must come to the fair office in the Ad-
ministration Building on Monday, July 20th.  
You will need to pick up the necessary paper-
work for state participation.  This paperwork 
must be turned into the office before the fair 
ends on Thursday.  All state fair projects may 
be taken home to prepare them for the State 
Fair, but they must be returned to the Extension 
Office by July 30th for transporting to Des 
Moines! 

 
 
Clay County Fair Entries 

 
Clay County Fair entries are due in the office on 
August 1st.  If you plan to exhibit, please stop in 
the office to pick up your entry cards, or fill them 
out in the fair office during the fair.  Clay County 
fair book and rules can be found at 
www.extension.iastate.edu/clay.    

 

 
New Horticulture Class 

 
There is a new opportunity for ALL youth in 
grades Kindergarten through 12th grade.  You 
do not need to be a 4-H member to participate!    
4-H members are strongly encouraged to enter 
the 4-H Horticulture division, however they may 
choose to enter this class which will NOT re-
quire a goal card.  Discovering 4-H members 
are encouraged to participate as well! 
 
No entry fee is required and no pre-registration 
is necessary.  Exhibits may be brought to the 
fairgrounds from 8AM to 10 AM on Monday, 
July 20th.   Conference judging will take place 
following the 4-H Horticulture judging at ap-
proximately 11 AM.   
 
Please follow the guidelines in the Fairbook.   



    

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Itôs A Penny War ! 
 

We will once again be holding this fun event at this 
yearôs fair!  Proceeds will go to the OôBrien County   
4-H Foundation, with the winning club also receiving 
10% of the collection!  
 
Throughout the fair, in the  concession stand building 
(formerly the open class building), we will have a dis-
play that includes a container for each 4-H club in 
the county.  People will be putting their change, pref-
erably pennies, into their favorite clubôs container. 
On Wednesday afternoon, the buckets will be re-
moved. 
 
How do we decide who wins? The winning club 
will be decided by how many ñpointsò are in their 
container. Be careful, though. It is not about how 
much money is in your bucket, but POINTS. Each 
penny counts as a point. If someone places silver 
change or greenbacks, it will cost you points. For ex-
ample, if someone puts a nickel in your bucket, it is 
minus 5 points, a dime is minus 10 points. 
 
The club with the most points will receive 10% of 
the total money collected. The rest of the money will 
be donated to the OôBrien County 4-H Foundation!  
This foundation will eventually help members who 
wish to attend State Conference, Summer Camp, 
Washington D.C., Legislature Day, etc. Remember, 
this is a friendly competition! So start collecting those 
pennies! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Look for the OôBrien County Sharp 

Shooters Archery Clubôs booth in the  

exhibit building at this yearôs fair!  

These kids are really fired up about 

their activities and would love to have 

you join them!  This is a special interest 

club which you can be a part of along 

with your regular community club.   

 
Show Ring Dress Code 
 

All 4-H Exhibitors should wear a 4-H T-shirt, 
blue jeans and hard-soled shoes/boots.  
FFA exhibitors should wear their FFA T-
shirts.  Shirts should be tucked in and belts 
are recommended! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mud Volleyball is Back! 
 

Register your team now for the 2009 Mud 
Volleyball tournament!  It will be held on 
Wednesday, July 22nd  at 5:00 PM.  Each 
team must have at least 6 members, and 
they all must be 4-H members or alumni.  
Parental waivers must be signed and are 
available at the Extension Office and will 
also be available at the fair office during the 
fair.   
 
 

Tractor Ride 2009 
 

Donôt forget, the OôBrien County Fair Board 
will be hosting the 4th Annual OôBrien 
County Fair Tractor Ride.  The event will be 
held on Saturday, July 18th beginning at 
10:00.  Get your tractors warmed up and 
make plans to join us!  This year they will 
be traveling to Sutherland.  There is a 
$10.00 registration fee.  Contact Darwin 
Gaudian for more information! 

New 4-H shirts are now available at 

the office!  Cost is $10.   
 

We still have some of the old style 

available and will be selling these  

for $5. 
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The 2009  
OõBRIEN COUNTY FAIR  

July 18th ñJuly 23rd  



 

    2009  

Dates To Remember 

 
July 16thñFair Clean Upñall clubs are encouraged to help out! 

July 18-23ñOõBrien County Fair 

August 13-23ñIowa State Fair 

August 29ñState 4-H Interviews and Recognition EventñAmes 

September 12-20ñ Clay County Fair 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Schedule of  pre -Fair Eventsé 

 
July  14th ñClothing Event Judging ñPrimghar 

Comm. Center  

July 16th ñFair Clean up Night  

July 18th ñNon - Livestock Judging ñPrimghar 

Comm. Center  

July 18th ðTractor ride  

July 19th ñHorse Show and Weigh in for sheep &  

swine  

 

Read your Fairbook closely for exact dates and times of your 

events! 

Wanted:   
 
Volunteers are still needed for non-livestock judging day, Saturday, July 18th.  Assistants 
are needed to write comments during the conference judging of projects.  Please call usé 
or we may call you! 


