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  Notes from the Extension Office 

Summer time weather is here and with it comes the busiest 

time of our 4 -H year!  There is a lot of information in this 

newsletter so be sure to read it all carefully!  2009 ENTRY 

FORMS ARE ENCLOSED!  (ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯàÖÜɯÈÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÜÚàɯÚÜÔɪ

mers planned, so take a few minutes NOW to fill them out.  

They are due back in the office by 4:30 p.m. on   JULY 1st!   

Goal cards, Photography labels and canned food labels are all 

available at the office.  You can stop in and pick these up any 

time.  If you need help filling out any of these forms ɭjust 

call!  We are always available to help with any questions you 

might have!   

 

Thank you to all who attended the animal workshop last 

ÞÌÌÒȵɯɯ ÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÞÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÏÜÎÌɯÊÙÖÞËȮɯ(ɯÈÔɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ

all the young members who attended learned a great deal!  A 

special thank you to our wonderful presenters!  4 -H Alumni 

Aubree Stoll and Michael Wagner, Venessa Knoblock, along 

with her daughter Katie, Doug Streit,  Sioux County goat pro-

ducer Mike Harman and Elaine Peterson.  We were very fortu-

nate to include Reynold Loecker, our poultry judge of many 

years who had a lot of great information for the kids on their 

rabbit and  poultry projects!   For those of you unable to at-

tend, you missed a good show!  A special thanks to the county 

council kids who helped keep things running!  

 

Looking forward to another great fair season!  

 

Kris 

    òVoyage To Greatnessó           June  2009  



 
 
Important Remindersé. 
 

¶ Fair booths may be decorated on Thursday 
evening, July 16th or Saturday, July 18th.  
Get your ideas together now!  

 

¶  Dog Obedience training continues on 
Wednesday nights.  If you are still inter-
ested in participating, call the office.  

 
¶ Horse practices will be held on Thursday 

nights at 6 PM at the Fairgrounds.  
 

¶ Extra Fair Books are available at the Exten-
sion Office.  

 

¶ Registrations for Iowa State 4 -H Confer-
ence are still being accepted , for a small 
late fee.  Call Kris today if you would like 
to join us!  

 

¶ If you are planning to exhibit at the Clay 
County Fair then you need to keep in mind 
that  swine, sheep and goat IDôs are due 
June 10th.  

 

¶ Any 4 -Hôer is eligible to enter the 4-H 
poster contest!  2 posters are chosen to 
advance to state fair!  Help us promote 4 -H 
in OôBrien County!  See rules in the fair 
book.   

 
 

 
Herdsmanship Contest  
    at the Fair 
 

 The Herdsmanship Contest is open to all 4-H 
clubs and FFA Chapters.  Each day (Monday ï
Wednesday) a committee will evaluate the 
neatness and cleanliness of exhibit and exhibit 
area.  The point system is as follows: 
A.)  Cleanliness of alleys, stalls or pens ï 60 
points 
B.)  Arrangement of exhibit ï 25 points 
C.)  Stall Cards ï 15 points 
                      Total    100 pts.        
      
As mentioned in previous newsletters, our live-
stock projects are a reflection of our 4-H/FFA 
experience while at the fair.  We want to ñshowò 
our livestock project off to the public in the best 
possible light. So, thatôs why herdsmanship is 
so important.  There are so many people today, 
even in rural Iowa, that donôt understand mod-
ern livestock production.   
 So, please take the time to keep your livestock 
and bedding clean.  Make sure that the alleys 
are free of litter, feed pans, show boxes, clean-
ing and grooming equipment, etc.  Take the 
time to fill out your stall cards completely by 
adding additional information the public would 
be interested in seeing.  For example, birth 
date, weight, breed, club/chapter name, class, 
etc.  Feed and water is a critical part of the 
herdsmanship evaluation. When the weather is 
warm, as it gets in July, your projects need wa-
ter.  Does your livestock have water in front of 
them at all times?   
 A Herdsmanship plaque is displayed in the 
OôBrien County Extension Office with the win-
ning overall club name.  Premium money is also 
awarded to Overall Club/Chapter Champion 
and Runner-up, as well as winners in each spe-
cies.     
 
 

 2009 OõBrien County Fair Notes... 

ALL 4 -H ENTRY FORMS ARE 

DUE TO THE  

EXTENSION OFFICE  

BY 4:30 PM  

ON WEDNSDAY, JULY 1ST  

IN ORDER TO EXHIBIT AT 

THIS YEARôS FAIR! 

 



           
 
Clothing  Events at the Fairé 
 

 
The clothing events have been very popular at the 
OôBrien County Fair!  And now is the time to start 
picking out patterns and fabric, go shopping and get-
ting your outfits together! 
Fashion Revue - This contest is designed to recog-
nize the sewing skills of the member.  4-Hôers will 
model an outfit he/she has constructed, hand-knitted 
or crocheted during the year.  Juniors may construct 
a skirt, pants or shorts and wear a purchased top.  
Judging is based on the individual (poise, grooming, 
posture), the outfit on the individual (is the style, 
color, fabric becoming to the individual, are appropri-
ate undergarments being worn?) and construction as 
it affects appearance (fabric suitable to style of gar-
ment, quality of construction, fit, well pressed, etc.) 
Clothing Selection provides an opportunity for mem-
bers to demonstrate their purchasing skills.  The 
members will model at outfit that he/she has pur-
chased at a retail store.  Gifts of clothing are not eligi-
ble.  Judging will be based on the individual (posture, 
poise, grooming), the outfit on the individual (color, 
style, fit, accessories), the outfit for intended pur-
poses (selection reflects understanding of fiber, fab-
ric, design, construction, fit, warmth, comfort, etc.)  
and the money spent (amount justified careful consid-
eration of memberôs needs, cost per wear) 
The $15 Challenge!  
  This new event challenges the 4-Hôer to search ga-
rage sales, consignment stores, Goodwill, Salvation 
Army stores in search of an outfit for $15 or less!  
This does NOT include shoes, accessories or under-
garments, however you may include this in your cost.  
Receipts will be required.  These may be handwritten 
ones from garage sales if needed.  The main stipula-
tion is that the outfit can not be purchased from a re-
tail store!  You can find more information on this new 
event at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/
StateFair/StateFairInfo.htm  
 
There are some new rules pertaining to design ele-
ments and art principals in clothing exhibits this year.  
When applications of design elements and art princi-
pals must be explained, the following guidelines shall 
be used:   
 
 

              
A.)Members in grades 4-6 are responsible only 
for application of the design element line or 
color. 
B.) Members in grades 7-8 are responsible only 
for application of two design elements.  
C.) Members in grades 9-12 are responsible 
only for application of at least one design ele-
ment and at least one principle of design.  
 
Clothing Events will be judged at  the Primghar 
community Center on the morning of Tuesday, 
July 14th. 

 
Horse Practice Nights 
 

All horse project members are encouraged to 
attend the practice nights at the fairgrounds be-
ginning on Thursday nights!  Every Thursday 
night until fair, Amanda Hunt and Steven Land-
huis will be at the fairgrounds to help you out 
with your horse project.  These practice nights 
will be especially helpful to the younger mem-
bers who are just starting out in the horse pro-
ject, but everyone is invited to attend.  The ses-
sions will start at 6:00 PM.  Helmets are re-
quired.  This is a good chance to get your horse 
to the fairgrounds and get them accustom to 
being around other animals.  Plan to attend! 

 

4-H Forms on the Webé. 
 

As you prepare exhibits for the fair, remember 
that several of the forms or information you may 
need are on our website at:  
www.extension.iastate.edu/obrien/
kidsteens.htm  
 
¶ Photography labels  
¶ Canned food labels  
¶ Ingredient price list  
¶ Proper canning instructions  
¶ Copyright information  
¶ Design elements and principals fact 

sheet  
¶ Vegetable preparation information  
¶ Goal cards  
 
 

 
 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/StateFair/StateFairInfo.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/StateFair/StateFairInfo.htm


    

  

4-H Weekend at  
Arrowhead Stadium in KC 

 
 Cheer on the Chiefs & the Cyclones.  It's an out-
ing where Iowa 4-H'ers can connect with other  
4-H'ers from the Midwest including Kansas and 
Missouri.  We're offering discount tickets to a Kan-
sas City Chiefs football game on October 4th as 
well as the Iowa State vs. Kansas State game at 
Arrowhead on October 3rd.  You won't want to 
miss this fun opportunity for your club, county or 
family.  At this time, there is not a coordinated 
travel option, but if there is enough interest from 
an area it could be arranged.  To order tickets, 
find the order form on the left hand side of the 
Iowa 4-H Foundation website: http://
www.iowa4hfoundation.org.   

 
 
Make State Fair a  
  Family 4-H Affair 

So many times 4-H is a great opportunity for fami-
lies to work together and have a positive bonding 
experience.  The Iowa State Fair is no exception 
to that.  If your family already enjoys coming to the 
fair for a day or two consider volunteering.  Most 
likely you spend a good amount of time in the 4-H 
Building anyway.  We have many opportunities for 
you: 

¶ Adult/Youth Volunteer during the day ï Help 
out and explore the 4-H building during the day, 
get a meal ticket to help cover lunch, and enjoy 
the evening excitement and entertainment around 
the fair. 

¶ Evening Exhibit Host ï Have a great day see-
ing all of the attractions around the fair and then 
save the best for last and volunteer in the evening 
at the 4-H building to provide the perfect ending to 
a great day. 
Both include a ticket to get into the fair and a park-
ing pass.  It really allows you to have the best of 
both worlds.  But keep in mind you can do this for 
multiple days, spread out throughout the fair or all 
in a row.  You can even spend more time visiting 
with other fantastic 4-Hers and 4-H families. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The OôBrien County Sharp Shooters 

Archery Club will hold their regular 

meeting on Sunday, June 21st  at 1:30.  

We will be discussing our service project 

at Covey Church, as well as our fund 

raising activities and fair booth.   We will 

also be working on a club project for the 

fair.  This is an important meeting!  

Donôt miss it! 

 

More Opportunities at the  
  Iowa State Fairé 

 

Anyone can be a 4-H volunteer at the Fair!  
From August 10th to August 24th, Youth and 
Adult volunteers are needed to help set up, 
host and clean up when itôs over!  Volunteer 
Applications are due July 1 and are available 
online at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/
StateFair/StateFairInfo.htm.  There is a differ-
ence in forms for youth, adults, and evening 
exhibit hosts so make sure you get the right 
one.  If you have any questions please do 
c o n t a c t  K a r e n  N a i g  a t 
k m n a i g @ e x t e n s i o n . i a s t a t e . e d u  o r 
515.294.1982.   If you have a passion for  
4-Hðthis is something you have to experi-
ence!  Lodging is available on the grounds for 
a minimal fee. 

 
 

 

The KICD  tractor ride will be stop-

ping for lunch in Primghar on June 

13th.  The Highlander and Center 

Farmers 4-H clubs will be helping 

out, along with the OôBrien County 

Pork Producers and Cattlemen.  If 

you would like to help, or just come 

to see the tractorsð 

everyone is welcome! 

http://www.iowa4hfoundation.org/
http://www.iowa4hfoundation.org/
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/StateFair/StateFairInfo.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4H/StateFair/StateFairInfo.htm
mailto:kmnaig@extension.iastate.edu


 
Bottle/Bucket Calf  Project 
 

Reminder to all Bucket/Bottle calf project mem-
bers that your calf project record is to be com-
pleted and turned in by July 1 with your fair en-
tries.  You may include this in booklet form with 
pictures of your project, but please keep this 
booklet small.  This information is mailed to the 
judge so he has time to review it before your in-
terview.  Any hard notebook-type covers must be 
removed before we mail it, so please use only 
soft-covered folders for your booklets.  Thanks! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consumer Judging Contest 
 

 
Once again we will hold the Consumer Judging 
Contest during exhibit judging on July 18th. 
If you buy anything, then you are a CON-
SUMER!  Why not try it out, and test your con-
sumer judging skills?   You will study a situation 
and select the best choice based on the situation 
criteria. The class could be food items, cell 
phones, clothing, anything!  You examine and 
compare, ask yourself questions to decide your 
rankings and score!  Itôs that simple.  Give it a try 
and improve your consumer management skills 
this summer.  Top score recipients will advance 
to the Clay County Fair!  For more information 
call the office! 

 
Pet Exhibitor Information 
 

We will be making some changes for the pet 
exhibitors this year.  We are asking you to 
have your pet booklets to the Extension office 
by July 1st.  The judges thought it would be 
beneficial to have some time to look at your 
records before judging day!   
  This booklet should include pictures and in-
formation about your pet, including breed, 
age, sex, color and name.  You should explain 
the feeding and health care of your pet as well 
as any interesting stories, qualities or tricks 
which you think would be of interest to the 
judge and other fair-goers.  Completing this 
booklet lets you explore feelings of caring, en-
joyment, success and fulfillment that comes 
from interacting with, and caring for your pet.   
   Be watching in the mail for a letter which will 
include the form you need to fill out as well as 
information on a pet workshop which will be 
held in June to help you out with your pet pro-
ject!  Veterinarian Jeremy Stuart will be con-
ducting the workshop! 
 

 

Horticulture Exhibits 
 

For those of you exhibiting vegetables and 
flowers at this yearsô OôBrien County Fair, 
please be reminded that there are specific 
rules you must follow when preparing your 
displays for the fair.  When your vegetables 
are evaluated at the fair, the judge will be us-
ing the 4-H 462  òHarvesting and Preparing 
Vegetables for Exhibitò publication as a guide 
as to how many vegetables are to be exhib-
ited as well as how they are to be prepared.  
Publication 4-H 464 is used in the same man-
ner for the flower exhibits.  Please stop in the 
office and pick up a copy if you do not already 
have one.  

 
 
 

Wanted:   
 
Volunteers for non-livestock judging day, Saturday, July 18th.  Assistants are needed to 
write comments during the conference judging of projects.  Please call usé or we may call 
you! 
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Important! 
 

YOUR 2009  
OõBRIEN COUNTY FAIR  

ENTRY FORMS ARE  
ENCLOSED!  



 

    2009  

Dates To Remember 

 
June 4thñAdvanced Cattle Pen Evaluation Nightñ6:00 

June 10ñ Clay County swine, sheep and goat IDõs due 

June 16ñQueen and King Interviews/BrunchñPrimghar GCC 

June 12ñ  OõBrien Co. Relay for LifeñSheldon High School 

June 16ñ4-H Dairy Quiz BowlñOelwein 

June 20ñState Shooting Match 

June 21ñSharp Shooters Archery Club Meetingñ1:30 PM 

June 27ñSharp Shooters Service Project at Covey Churchñ9:30 

June 30ñJuly 2ñState 4-H Conference 

July 1ñFair Entries Due at the Office by 4:00 

July 3ñState Fair Livestock and Horticulture Entries Due 

July 16thñFair Clean Upñall clubs are encouraged to help out! 

July 18-23ñOõBrien County Fair 

August 13-23ñIowa State Fair 

August 29ñState 4-H Interviews and Recognition EventñAmes 

September 12-20ñ Clay County Fair 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Schedule of  pre -Fair Eventsé 

 
June 16th ñKing & Queen Candidate Interviews  

July 1st ñFair Entries Due  

July  14th ñClothing Event Judging ñComm. Center  

July 16th ñFair Clean up Night  

July 18th ñNon - Livestock Judging ñComm. Center  

     Tractor ride  

July 19th ñHorse Show and Weigh in for sheep &  swine  

 

Read your fairbook closely for exact dates and times of your events!  


