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Saturday, February 19, 2011 
Kirkwood Community College 
workshops held in Cedar Hall & Iowa Hall  
6301 Kirkwood Blvd. SW • Cedar Rapids, IA 52404  

Come join us for a day of gardening and fun. 
Choose between two tracks of four sessions 
with more than 45 workshops offered.  
Keynote speaker Kelly Norris will talk about 
“Garden Design”.  Your $49 tuition will cover 
one track of four workshops of your choosing, 
the keynote speaker and a box lunch. 

Linn County Extension Master Gardeners • 3279 7th Ave, Ste 140 • Marion, IA 
319.377.9839 • Hortline 319.447.0647 • www.extension.iastate.edu/linn 
Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age or disability. 
The fees for service will be used to off-set direct expenses and to support the Linn County Extension Master Gardener Program. 
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Track A (choose one class in each session) 

Session 1  ....................................................................... 8:30—9:30am 
 Blueberries—Deb Walser 
Deb Walser, LCMG, discusses the best types of blueberries for Iowa.  Learn how 
to adjust your soil, how and where to plant, how to water and prune the first 
and future years. 
 Yard Art—Judy Stevens 
Some people call it recycling; some people call it yard junk.  We call it yard art 
and share ideas to add a whimsical touch to your yard.  Enjoy pictures of other 
people’s yards and learn a few hands-on techniques for creating your own art.  
Always a fun class. 
 Raised Bed/Square Foot Gardens—Wil Carew  
Get off the ground, save your back and start gardening closer to your hands and 
eyes.  This class will get you started with the benefits of raised beds, cover the 
principles, examples of beds, construction techniques, trellis/cloche use, and 
protecting crops from critters.  Square foot gardening in a raised bed will        
increase your season, decrease weeding, and save time. 
 Prairie Gardens—Doug Smith  
Doug Smith, LCMG, talks about our prairie heritage, how to construct one, 
choose plants and care for them. 
 Common Tree Problems & Promoting Healthy Trees—Mark Vitosh  
Mark Vitosh, Iowa DNR District Forrester, will discuss problems that affected 
area trees in 2010 and methods of proper tree care such as mulching, watering 
and pruning that promote healthy trees. 
 Butterfly Gardening—Laurie Azeltine  
LCMG Laurie Azeltine will outline ways to create and maintain a habitat          
attractive to butterflies.  Butterfly biology, nectar and larval plants will be       
covered along with particular attention to Monarch butterfly needs. 
 Select, Plant, Tend, Harvest and Enjoy Your Small Fruits—Phil Pfister 
Iowa soils and climate support many varieties of small fruits.  This session will 
look at some of the more popular fruits that do well in Iowa, how to care and 
maximize the yield, dealing with pests and the weather, and preserving the 
“fruits” of your labor.  We will also look at some of the many ways that small 
fruits can be incorporated into the landscape and container plants. 
 Using Herbs—Judy Bemer  
Judy Bemer, LCMG, will start you off with a “cuppa tea”, plate of herbal goodies, 
and some handouts.  Judy will talk on how and where to grow herbs and about 
“some new guys on the block.”  She will be showing you ways of using and    
preserving herbs. 
 Honeybees and Beekeeping in Iowa—Andy Joseph   
Andy Joseph, State Apiarist, discusses beekeeping and its role in gardening and 
food production as honeybee population has been rapidly declining, making 
managed colonies of honeybees more important than ever before. 

Select classes from Track A OR Track B 
(please DO NOT MIX classes from both TRACKS 



 

 Session 2 ............................................................. 9:45—10:45am 
 Zoneworthy—Kelly Norris 
As we learn more about the environmental connectedness of our world, it has 
become prudent for gardeners to consider sustainable landscape solutions.  By 
choosing plants that don’t simply survive but thrive in the upper Midwest – 
those that can stand the heat and survive the winter and still look good – we in 
Zones 4 and 5 can cultivate gardens rich in ecological goodness.  Kelly’s passion 
for uncanny plants coupled with his unabashed love for stylish gardens will 
surely turn up a plant or two you’ve not considered in your own garden.  Kick 
out those underperformers and plant something that thrives! 
 Garden Gadgets and Gimmicks for 2011—Susan Appleget Hurst 
Garden writer and magazine editor Susan Appleget Hurst sees all the newest 
garden tools and products at national trade and media shows every year.  Using 
a Master Gardener’s sensibilities and her knowledge of industry trends, Susan 
will show you her top picks for 2011. 
 Low Maintenance Raised Beds and Community Gardening—Dora Bopp 
Dora Bopp, LCMG, will discuss low maintenance raised bed gardening and     
inspire you to start a community garden.  Dora will describe her experiences 
constructing and planting raised bed gardens and her involvement with several 
community groups. 
 Continuous Color for your Garden—Becki Lynch  
Join LCMG, Becki Lynch, as she reviews the principles of achieving continuous 
color in the garden from spring through winter and identifies various perennials 
and other plants which will bloom progressively through the seasons. 
 Beginner Garden Photography—Jay McWherter  
Helpful tips and info for novice photographers so you can take better garden 
photos with your point and shoot cameras. 
 Coral Bells—Wil Carew 
Ring my bells for Coral Bells!  If you thought coral bells were just green plants 
with tiny pink flowers that your grandmother grew, think again.  This class will 
cover what they are, where and how to plant, and the rainbow of colors available. 
 Gardening in Small Yards and Containers—Judy Stevens 
Not having an acreage or a large yard is not an excuse for not raising some of 
your own vegetables and fruits.  In fact a small yard and several containers may 
be the more efficient way to garden for the busy gardener.  Learn techniques 
and share ideas with other classmates for an informative and fun class.  Bring 
your experiences to share. 
 Ornamental Grasses—Deb Walser  
Did you want to plant ornamental grasses with wonderful fall seed heads?  Are 
you worried about the grasses spreading?  LCMG, Deb Walser, will show you  
which grasses are non-spreading/clump forming and hardy for eastern Iowa.  
Many she grows herself.  Come see and start planning for next spring. 
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Session 3—Keynote Speaker ..............................  11am—12:30pm 
On Garden Design: Practical Artistry in the Home Garden 
—Kelly Norris 
It’s easy to feel overwhelmed when putting together a new garden, revitalizing 
an old one, or starting from scratch.  Many fear making an embarrassing faux 
pas, a huge mistake, or big flop.  Not to worry.  Kelly believes that gardens are 
expressions of their creators, a sort of personal artistry that allows gardeners to 
create a space that is uniquely beautiful within its context.  Encouraging and 
inspiring, Kelly’s approach to making gardens will lift your heart and enliven 
your mind.  Let’s make art one vignette at a time! 
 

Session 4  ....................................................................... 12:45—1:45pm 

 Companion Gardening/Insect Control—Ellen Skripsky 
Go Green!  Need help?  Learn the secrets that Ellen Skripsky, LCMG, knows for   
vegetables through Companion Gardening, insect controls and common diseases. 
 New & Unusual Perennials for 2011—Deb Walser  
Deb Walser, LCMG, introduces you to some new and unusual perennials and 
talks about new ways to add spunk to your garden. 
 Heirloom Vegetables & Fruits—Bill Oliver  
Interested in open pollinated vegetables or antique fruit trees?  Master Gardener 
Bill Oliver leads us through the good and the bad of using non-hybrids, interesting 
varieties to consider . . . and fun facts related to our grandparent’s garden varieties. 
 Beginner’s Garden Photography—Lori Bailey 
Lori Bailey, LCMG, will be giving simple tips on taking garden photos, handy 
equipment, and computer photo basics to make anyone a great nature         
photographer.  A garden is a great place to practice your photography skills  
and it is right outside your door. 
 Create Your Own Backyard Habitat—Devon Dietz 
Devon Dietz, LCMG, will focus on habitat elements at your home that will attract 
interesting and beneficial species!! 
 Native Prairie Plantings—Rob Roman & Brent Oleson   
Rob Roman, Director of Roadside Vegetation Management, and Brent Oleson, 
LCMG, discuss incorporating native prairie plantings in your landscaping design.  
Learn what native prairie grasses and flowers work best for spring, summer and 
fall and how to best maintain that return look to the open prairie of yesteryear. 
 Beginner’s Square Foot Gardening—Kim Seward 
Kim Seward, LCMG Is your space limited but you would still like to have fresh 
herbs and vegetables?  Learn how to select a location, set up a square foot     
garden and have continuous crops throughout the growing season.  
 Garden Journaling—Jean Minehart & Laura Appleget   
LCMGs Laura Appleget and Jean Minehart will lead you through – Why keep one?  When 
to start one?  What to include in one?  What’s this about reminders?  A $10 material fee 
for the class covers the cost for a unique and artistic journal that you will create. 



 

 Gardening With Conifers—Gary Whittenbaugh   
Gary Whittenbaugh invites you to a whole new world of gardening.  The Conifer 
Story is fascinating and unique.  See how the color, texture and form of conifers 
add year around beauty and contrast to gardens and landscapes.  Fast growers 
screen your space, tiny buns add unusual shapes and textures, and distinctive 
forms make living sculptures.  Come and explore the world of conifers with us. 
 

Session 5 .................................................................... 2:00—3:00pm 
 Flowers Hummingbirds Love—Jean Murray  
Jean Murray, LCMG, will bust some myths about hummingbirds and she will 
share her experiences in attracting hummingbirds to a garden.  Attracting  
hummingbirds is easier than you might think; you don’t need a large garden, 
many plants, or expensive feeders.  Learn how to set up a feeder and some 
flowers that hummingbirds love. 
 Organic Gardening—Ellen Skripsky 
Go Green!  Want to learn more?  LCMG Ellen Skripsky will show you how to get the 
most from your vegetable garden by using I.P.M., Integrated Pest Management, 
natural control products, and gardening made easy without chemicals. 
 Methods for Amending the Soil—Bill Oliver 
Whether starting a new backyard garden, preparing a community plot, or just 
keeping an existing planting going strong; healthy soil supports healthy plants.  
Explore easy methods for improving your soil with Master Gardener Bill Oliver. 
 Bringing Color to a Shade Garden—Lori Bailey 
Lori Bailey, LCMG, will bring you creative ways to add color to any shade      
garden, using garden art and her favorite perennial and annual shade plants.  
She looks beyond Hosta for great alternative shade plants, but also plants that 
complement them. 
 Horticulture Answers on the Internet—Devon Dietz   
Devon Diets, LCMG, will show how you can find answers to your horticulture 
questions on the Internet. 
 Our Favorite Garden Plants—Karla McGrail   
Our Picks!  Linn County Master Gardeners’ recommended landscaping plants 
that do well in our area, including perennials, annuals, and grasses, and how to 
make them work for you.  Learn about the plants we love to grow!
 Edible Mushroom Orientation—Marty Augustine   
Learn about edible mushrooms other than the morel.  Marty is a member of 
the Prairie States Mushroom Club. 
 Plants for Problem Areas—Matt Pieper  
Have that one spot where nothing grows?  Matt Pieper, LCMG, explores plants 
that will fare well along walls, fences and curbsides.  He will also address     
gardening on a slope and landscaping along rocky embankments found near 
creeks and ravines.  Matt will take a look at landscaping in areas with excessive 
moisture and areas that are in windy conditions most of the time, as well. 
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OR 
 

Track B (choose one class in each session) 

Session1 .................................................................... 9:00—10:00am 

 Plants for Problem Areas—Matt Pieper   
Have that one spot where nothing grows?  Matt Pieper, LCMG, explores plants 
that will fare well along walls, fences and curbsides.  He will also address       
gardening on a slope and landscaping along rocky embankments found near 
creeks and ravines.  Matt will take a look at landscaping in areas with excessive 
moisture and areas that are in windy conditions most of the time, as well. 
 Edible Mushroom Orientation—Marty Augustine   
Learn about edible mushrooms other than the morel.  Marty is a member of 
the Prairie States Mushroom Club. 
 Garden Journaling—Jean Minehart & Laura Appleget 
LCMGs Laura Appleget and Jean Minehart will lead you through – Why keep one?  When 
to start one?  What to include in one?  What’s this about reminders?  A $10 material fee 
for the class covers the cost for a unique and artistic journal that you will create. 
 Heirloom Vegetables & Fruits—Bill Oliver   
Interested in open pollinated vegetables or antique fruit trees?  Master Gardener 
Bill Oliver leads us through the good and the bad of using non-hybrids, interesting 
varieties to consider . . . and fun facts related to our grandparent’s garden favorites. 
 Companion Gardening/Insect Control—Ellen Skripsky  
Go Green!  Need help?  Learn the secrets that Ellen Skripsky, LCMG, knows for    
vegetables through Companion Gardening, insect controls and common diseases. 
 Flowers Hummingbirds Love—Jean Murray  
Jean Murray, LCMG, will bust some myths about hummingbirds and she will 
share her experiences in attracting hummingbirds to a garden.  Attracting 
hummingbirds is easier than you might think; you don’t need a large garden, 
many plants, or expensive feeders.  Learn how to set up a feeder and some 
flowers that hummingbirds love. 
 Create Your Own Backyard Habitat—Devon Dietz  
Devon Dietz, LCMG, will focus on habitat elements at your home that will     
attract interesting and beneficial species!! 
 Beginner’s Garden Photography—Lori Bailey   
Lori Bailey, LCMG, will be giving simple tips on taking garden photos, handy 
equipment, and computer photo basics to make anyone a great nature       
photographer.  A garden is a great place to practice your photography skills 
and it is right outside your door. 
 Beginner’s Square Foot Gardening—Kim Seward   
Kim Seward, LCMG Is your space limited but you would still like to have fresh 
herbs and vegetables?  Learn how to select a location, set up a square foot    
garden and have continuous crops throughout the growing season. 

 



 

Session 2 .................................................................... 10:15—11:15 am 

 Daylilies: Beyond ‘Stella – Picking the Very Best—Zora Ronan   
In this class LCMG and American Hemerocallis Garden Judge Zora Ronan will 
show you what to look for and how to select the very best daylilies.  This class 
will not cover any basic information. 
 Organic Gardening—Ellen Skripsky   
Go Green!  Want to learn more?  LCMG Ellen Skripsky will show you how to get the 
most from your vegetable garden by using I.P.M., Integrated Pest Management, 
natural control products, and gardening made easy without chemicals. 
 Freezing & Drying Your Bounty—Bill Oliver   
Too many tomatoes?  Not sure what to do with all those strawberries you 
coaxed out of the garden?  Join Master Gardener Bill Oliver for a more in-depth 
discussion of these two related storage methods. 
 Bringing Color to a Shade Garden—Lori Bailey   
Lori Bailey, LCMG, will bring you creative ways to add color to any shade garden, using 
garden art, and her favorite perennial and annual shade plants.  She looks beyond hosta 
for great alternative shade plants, but also plants that complement them. 
 Horticulture Answers on the Internet—Devon Dietz 
Devon Dietz, LCMG, will show how you can find answers to you Horticulture 
questions on the Internet. 
 Prairie Gardens—Doug Smith  
Doug Smith, LCMG, talks about our prairie heritage, how to construct one, 
chose plants and care for them. 
 Common Tree Problems & Promoting Healthy Trees—Mark Vitosh  
Mark Vitosh, Iowa DNR District Forester, will discuss problems that affected area 
trees in 2010 and methods of proper tree care such as mulching, watering and 
pruning that promote healthy trees. 
 Gardening With Conifers—Gary Whittenbaugh   
Gary Whittenbaugh invites you to a whole new world of gardening.  The Conifer 
Story is fascinating and unique.  See how the color, texture and form of conifers 
add year around beauty and contrast to gardens and landscapes.  Fast growers 
screen your space, tiny buns add unusual shapes and textures, and distinctive 
forms make living sculptures.  Come and explore the world of conifers with us. 
 Using Herbs—Judy Bemer  
Judy Bemer, LCMG, will start you off with a “cuppa tea,” plate of herbal goodies, 
and some handouts.  Judy will talk on how and where to grow herbs and about 
“some new guys on the block.”  She will be showing you ways of using and pre-
serving herbs. 
 Honeybees and Beekeeping in Iowa—Andy Joseph   
Andy Joseph, State Apiarist, discusses beekeeping and its role in gardening and 
food production as honeybee population has been rapidly declining, making 
managed colonies of honeybees more important than ever before. 
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Session 3  .............................................................. 11:30am—12:30pm 

 Daylilies: Beyond ‘Stella – All the Pretty Faces—Zora Ronan  
This class is a continuation of the previous class and will explore the many forms 
and patterns and colors in the daylily world.  LCMG and American Hemerocallis 
Garden Judge Zora Ronan will explore the differences between full formed,   
spider and unusual form daylilies.  This class will not cover any basic information. 
 Gardening Green—Judy Stevens   
Have you wondered whether you are leaving a bigger foot print than necessary 
while gardening and caring for your yard?  Pick up some environmentally correct 
gardening tips and please bring your tips to share.  Join an environmentally      
conscious group of gardeners for an interactive idea sharing session. 
 Coral Bells—Wil Carew   
Ring my bells for Coral Bells!  If you thought coral bells were just green plants with tiny 
pink flowers that your grandmother grew, think again.  This class will cover what they are, 
where and how to plant, and the rainbow of colors available. 
 Advanced Hosta & Hybridizing—Jay McWherter   
Advanced hosta info including HVX.  Info you need to hybridize your new hosta 
and explain how ploidity affects your crosses and more. 
 Certifying Your Wildlife Habitat through                                                               

Backyard Conservation Practices—Becki Lynch 
Want to certify your backyard as a Wildlife Habitat?  If you feed and water your 
backyard friends, you probably already qualify – It’s easy!!  Becki Lynch, LCMG, 
will walk you through the process and identify the elements required to officially 
become a National Wildlife Habitat. 
 Low Maintenance Raised Beds & Community Gardening—Dora Bopp 
Dora Bopp, LCMG, will discuss low maintenance raised bed gardening and inspire you 
to start a community garden.  Dora will describe her experiences constructing and 
planting raised bed gardens and her involvement with several community groups. 
 Native Prairie Plantings—Rob Roman & Brent Oleson 
Rob Roman, Director of Roadside Vegetation Management, and Brent Oleson, 
LCMG, discuss incorporating native prairie plantings in your landscaping design.  
Learn what native prairie grasses and flowers work best for spring, summer and 
fall and how to best maintain that return look to the open prairie of yesteryear. 
 From Plant to Plate: Growing and Using Herbs—Susan Appleget Hurst 
There is no better way to accent or personalize your favorite dishes than with 
garden-fresh herbs.  Former Better Homes and Gardens editor Susan Appleget 
Hurst will show you how to grow these delightful plants, how best to use them, 
and how to preserve their fresh flavor. 
 Our Favorite Garden Plants—Karla McGrail   
Our Picks!  Linn County Master Gardeners’ recommended landscaping plants 
that do well in our area, including perennials, annuals, and grasses, and how to 
make them work for you.  Learn about the plants we love to grow! 
 Butterfly Gardening—Laurie Azeltine   
LCMG Laurie Azeltine will outline ways to create and maintain a habitat attrac-
tive to butterflies.  Butterfly biology, nectar and larval plants will be covered 
along with particular attention to Monarch butterfly needs. 



 

Session 4—Keynote Speaker .................................... 12:45—2:15pm 

On Garden Design:  Practical Artistry in the Home Garden 
—Kelly Norris 
It’s easy to feel overwhelmed when putting together a new garden, revitalizing 
an old one, or starting from scratch.  Many fear making an embarrassing faux 
pas, a huge mistake, or big flop.  Not to worry.  Kelly believes that gardens are 
expressions of their creators, a sort of personal artistry that allows gardeners to 
create a space that is uniquely beautiful within its context.  Encouraging and 
inspiring, Kelly’s approach to making gardens will lift your heart and enliven 
your mind.  Let’s make art one vignette at a time! 
 
Session 5  .................................................................... 2:30—3:30pm 

 Garden Gadgets and Gimmicks for 2011—Susan Appleget Hurst    
Garden writer and magazine editor, Susan Appleget Hurst, sees all the newest 
garden tools and products at national trade and media shows every year.  Using 
a Master Gardener’s sensibilities with her knowledge of industry trends, Susan 
will show you her top picks for 2011. 
 Zoneworthy—Kelly Norris  
As we learn more about the environmental connectedness of our world, it has 
become prudent for gardeners to consider sustainable landscape solutions.  By 
choosing plants that don’t simply survive but thrive in the upper Midwest – 
those that can stand the heat and survive the winter and still look good – we in 
zones 4 and 5 can cultivate gardens rich in ecological goodness.  Kelly’s   pas-
sion for uncanny plants coupled with his unabashed love for stylish gardens will 
surely turn up a plant or two you’ve not considered in your own garden.  Kick 
out those underperformers and plant something that thrives! 
 Alternatives to Hosta for Shade—Jay McWherter  
LCMG Jay McWherter will show you the use of annuals, perennials and tropicals 
you can use successfully in the shade garden. 
 Select, Plant, Tend, Harvest & Enjoy Your Small Fruits—Phil Pfister   
Iowa soils and climate support many varieties of small fruits.  This session will 
look at some of the more popular fruits that do well in Iowa, how to care and 
maximize the yield, dealing with pests and the weather, and preserving the 
“fruits” of your labor.  We will also look at some of the many ways that small 
fruits can be incorporated into the landscape and container plants. 
 Raised Bed/Square Foot Gardens—Wil Carew   
Get off the ground, save your back and start gardening closer to your hands 
and eyes.  This class will get you started with the benefits of raised beds, cover 
the principles, examples of beds, construction techniques, trellis/cloche use, 
and protecting crops from critters.  Square foot gardening in a raised bed will 
increase your season, decrease weeding, and save time. 
 Daylilies: The Perfect Perennial—Zora Ronan  
This class covers the basic information needed to grow perfect daylilies.  LCMG 
and American Hemerocallis Garden Judge Zora Ronan will talk about selection, 
planting, and maintenance.  This class is for those who are just beginning to 
take an interest in daylilies. 
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 New & Unusual Perennials for 2011—Deb Walser   
Deb Walser, LCMG, introduces you to some new and unusual perennials and 
talks about new ways to add spunk to your garden. 
 Yard Art—Judy Stevens  
Some people call it recycling; some people call it yard junk.  We call it yard art 
and share ideas to add a whimsical touch to your yard.  Enjoy pictures of other 
people’s yard and learn a few hands-on techniques for creating your own art.  
Always a fun class. 
 Design Using Native Iowa Flowers—Becki Lynch   
Becki Lynch, LCMG, enjoys all types of native flowers and plants due to their 
sturdiness and appeal to birds and butterflies.  She will demonstrate how to de-
sign and develop new beds, and add to existing beds, using Iowa Natives. 
 
 
 
 Directions to Kirkwood Community College 

6301 Kirkwood Blvd. SW • Cedar Rapids, IA 52404  

from Interstate 380: Take the Kirkwood/Highway 30 exit.   
Then take the Kirkwood Boulevard exit.  Go south on Kirkwood Boulevard     

approximately 1 mile.  Then take the South Entrance on the left. 
Park in one of the lots marked on the map below,  

enter Cedar Hall (marked X on map below) and follow signs.  


